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‘ BIRTHS, 

On the 27th November, at Foochow, the wife 
of L. M. F. Grant, of a son. 
On the 12th Decembar,‘at 8, Szechuen Road, 

Shanghai, the wife of A, GreszL, of a daughter. 

On the -13th ecembp, at Chemulpo, Corea, 
the wife of Cann Wouter, of a son. 
MARBUIAGES. 

On the 18th December, at Holy Trinity Cathe- 
dral, Shanghai, by the C. J. F. Symons, B.A., 
Wii.ram Weston Crirrorp, to ALIcE THERESA 
GIBLING, youngest daughter of the late THomas 

_MILBOUBN Coopee, R.A], of Herts, England. 

On the :9th December, at the Peak Church, 

Hongkong, by the Rev. |F. T. Johnzon, Chaplain, 

8t. Johns Cathed al,|Jonw~ Wriutum Jonge, 


4 


ie... Barrister-al-law, Deputy Registrar of the Supreme 


ourtito Aua:sta BLancae, the eldest daughter 
the late Auaeustus BON Roars, L.D.S, 
.C.8.1., of Wexford, Ireland 

At the Registrar-Gengral’s Office, before Mr. J. 
J. Bullin, Leputy Hegigtrar of Marriages, ETHEL 


" Lypia, oldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sanrorp 
ReIcu, to CHanrtes Dupuey, fourth son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gzorar ArToN, 2 oe Scotland. 


On the 18th i at sea, belwecs Singa- 


pore and Colombo, 
Glenshiel, ~ 

On the 16th Decembe: 
- Shanghai, Joun CaRtis, 


Forses Sever, master of §.5. 


ut the General Hospital, 
aged 22 yeirs. 


"The. German Mail 0 fe 22nd ult. per N.D.L. 


on the 25th inst. 


v4.47 | Hongkoug about the 2nd prox. 
art to the China stulion is very welcome, and it 
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EPITOME OF sau WEEK. 


ood 


Cholera is now reported to have entirely dis. 
appeared from Nagasaki. 


The Washington Senate has ratified the 
Commercial Treaty with Chiua. 


Commodore Robinson, H. M.S. Tamar, has 


‘been promoted to the rank of Rear-Admira!, 


The Chinese Ministers to Austria-Hungary 
and to Germany have been recalled. The rea- 
son is unknewan here. 


H.M.S. Aing Alfred has been commis- 
sioned to bring naval reliefs to the China 
squadron, and if is expected that she will 
remain ou the station. 


H.M.8. Centurion should probably arrive in 


Her rdituru 


is to be hoped that she is but the ptecursor of 


4s) | other additiow.s to the now much, ontnumbered 


British squadron. 


he Japanese Minister in london is receiv- 
ing from all parts of Great Britain offers of 
services in the event of war with Russia. Vis- 
count Hayashi is deeply impressed, but under 
Japanese rules no foreigner can be employed 
on active military service. 


Onur special correspondent telegraphed from 
Loudon on the 22nd December :—It transpires 
that Russia offered cash down for the two 
battleships built for the Chilean Government, 
the Constitucion and Libertad. Great Britain 
therefore stepped in and purchased them at once. 


A (elegramfrom Bizerta last week staled that 
a Russian squadron consisting of the battleship 
Oslabya, the cruisers Aurora and Dmitri 
Donski, and five destroyers under the command 
of Admiral Urenius would be reinforced by six” 
destroyers in a few days, and would then sail for 
the Far Hast, 


Tr, Wd. N. Allen, U. 8S. Minister, on his 
seturn to Seoul, is said ta have presented to the 
Emperor of Corea an official document saying 
that His Majesty’s promise to open Yong- 
ampho had bsen welcomed by the American 
nation, and that it was hoped tbat so soon as 
the Chinese Government opened Antung, Corea 
would open Wiju also. 


15,00 from the Army, Navy, and Con- 
stabulary, and strong delegations from the 
proviuces and tha Lubour Unions, escorted 
Governor Taft from the Malacanan Palaco 
1o the Luneta, where 50 steam -lanoches 
accompanied him to the Gaelte. He arrived 
in Hongkong con the morning of the 27th, 
the Gaelte connecting with the Korea, 
which will await her, 


In the “ Tansan ” case at Sinzapore. on the 
18th December, judgment was’ given for Mr. 
Clifford Wilkinson with costs and damages. 
This was 2 case brought by Mr. Wilkinson 
against the firm of McAlister and Co. of Singa- 
pore, to restrain them from using the word 
*"Tangan”’ 
for which that firm are the agents. Similar cases 
have been succeasfally brought in other parts of 
the East. “ Tansan” is a Japanese word signi- 
fying uatural spring water, and has been 
copyrighted by Mr. Wilkinson as desoriptive 
of his speciality i in mineral waters. 


ag descriptive of the mineral waters | 


No. 26 . 


Lloyd’s insurance has risea to 50 per cent. 
On cargoes to the Far East war risks have risen 
5 per cent, 


Our London correspondent, on the osrd inst., 
wired the information that Great Britain and 
France are in active communication with the 
Japanese and Russian Governments, and medi- 
ation is possible. 


The Standards Seigenatcue at Tokyo 
wires that after the last conference between M. 
Komura and Baron Rosen, the Japanese Minis- 
ter at S. Petersburg was instructed by tele- 
graph to press for an early answer and to point 
out the danger of delay, Atthe last conference 
of the Cabinet and senior statesmen it was 
decided that Japan would have to make an appeal 
to arms if her demands were refused. The 
Premier and War Minister of Japan on the 
24th inst. visited Marquis Ito and Count 
Yamagata; the meeting is believed to be in 
conection with important developments. 


We understand that orders were given 
during the week to have everything in read- 


inoss for provisioning the British squadron in ..:% 


Eastern waters, and in consequence there was . 
much activity in thea Service Corps depart- 
ment. A day or two ago there was a time- 
test held with the purpose of ascertaining 
how long it would take to provision the ships 
on the station, Afterwards the provisions 
were again unshipped and sent back to the 
stores. It ie said that 12,000 pairs of military 
boots, guaranteed to withstand ice and water, have 
just arrived for the commisariat here, also that 
a field hospital, larger than any one that has 
been sent out from home except to South Africa, 
has been despatched from England for the 
China Station, It is further stated that large 
consignments of medical and surgical material 
have been ordered from home. 


The following important telegram reached us 
from our correspondent at Kobe under date 20th 
December, 9.20 p.m:—A semi-official article 
published in the Kokuwmin (Tokyo) makes an 
important statement regarding the course the 
Japanese Government has pursued at the con- 
ferences held by the ministers concerning the 
questions in dispute with Russia, At the first 
conference, held on June 28rd, it was decided to 
adopt the policy that in view of Russia’s refusal 
to evacuate Manchuria, the only satisfactory. 
solution would be to seoure a recognition of 
Corea as being entirely under Japanese influence, 
and that Manchurin should be opened to the 
world's trade with full. recognition of China’s 
sovereignty. The second conference was, held 
on October 13th, five days after the date when 
Russia, according to her agreement, should have 
evacnted Manolturia. At the conference tho. 
Ministers considered how the decision previously 
arrived at could be carried into offeot. The 
third toak place on October 24th, when Japan's 
irreducible misimuam was formulated and pre- 
sented to the Russian representative. Russia's 
answer, which was delayed on various pretexts, 
was received only ten days ago—forty days 
after the Note was presented. The answer fas 
of a temporising nature. Therenpon a fourth 
conferenca was held at which the Japanese 
Ministers decided to adhere to their irreducible 
a. pain Russia fully  gomi-: 
official journa FY ay is ally ut ad 
ready for i immodinte acti ig Mpped 


a 


THE NORTHERN CRISIS. 


———_$_$__¢—_______— 


(Daily Press, 22nd December). 
The war “th has revived in an even 


more serious shape than before. It is six 
_ days ago now that Reurgr, on the strength 
-of the Agency’s information from Tokyo, 
Raho aa the situation with regara to 
usso-Japanesd relations to be very gloomy. 
All the latest |telegrams, from liome and 
from the North dlike, go to confirm this. 
Alone to the other effect do we hear that 
continues to be the most 

ific solution of the Japanese 

1 This is what we should expect 

of 8. Petersburg—that is to say, official 
8. Petersburg, |for it is not likely that we 
should hear of the opinions of any other 
section of the |Russian capital. But we 
venture to think that the “ hopefulness”’ of 
8. Petersburg js part of the diplomacy of 
the Russiau Goveroment, which has all 
along heen protesting its confidence in a 
peaceful iszue,| while getting ready busily 
for war. Russian faith of course has long 
been a byword, as in Roman times, with far 
less justice, was Punica fides, The folly of 
those who belidve in Russian assurances has 
been demonstruted amply and often. No 
admittedly barbarous State is more shame- 
lessly mendacigus. Yet by the etiquette of 
diplomacy the |Powers continue to deal with 
Russia as withjan honourable nation. Some 
of the Powers |have the excuse that it jays 
them to do su; but there are some at least 
that have not. 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


i 


France is confronted by the terms of the 
Anglo-Japanese agreement. 

Most interesting naturally to usin Hong- 
kong is the question what attitude Britain 
will take, if the worst happens and war does 
break out. Hitherto British influence has 
chiefly been used indirectly in restraining 
Japao. This is very right, but it must not 
be forgotten that it is Russian aggression, 
pot Japanese, which we desire tocheck. It 
iz too often overlooked that Russia’s success 
in her designs in .Vorth-east Asia mezans not 
only the death-blow to Japan, but the ab- 
solute extinction of all but Russian influence 
in North China and Corea, the Russianisa- 
tion of the Gulf of Pechili, and the end of 
British trade in that quarter of the Far 
East. So far there has been no sign of the 
British Government taking special precau- 
tions in view of the crisis. Two more 
battleships, we were told, are coming out; but 
only oneis on its way and the growing 
superiority of Russia's fleet in these waters 
is unproductive of any effort on Britain’s 
part. A demonstration of naval activity, 
perfectly pacific of course, could not fail to 
produce n great effect, but it is not made. 
In fact nothing seems to ruffle British 
Governmental calm. Yet. next to Japan, 
we stand to lose far more than any 
one nation or even any combination 
of European nations by the success 
of Ruasia’s schemes. We say “ Kuro. 
pean”’ because there is a non-European 
Power also concerned. Whether there 
are any hopes’ of the United States 


We published yesterday a! taking any action is most difficult to say. 


summary by pur Kobe correspondent of a | The treaty with China has been ratified 
semi-official article in the Tokyo Kokumin | whereby Moukden und Antung are to be 


on the various |conferences hld by the Japa- 
nese Ministers ¢oncerning the questions in dis- 
pute with Russia. From this it appears that 
Japan's attitude hag been perfectly consistent 
and straichtforward from the first. At the 
last conference, which took p'ace within the 
last ten days, (from the 20th instant), 
the Ministers ldecided to adhere to their 
irreducible winimum—which is not stated, 
but which presumably inclules Japanese 
supremacy in Corea as undvubt-d as Russia’s 
in Manchuria and the opening of certain 
ports in Manchuria to trade. Should this 
be refused by Russia, the Kokumin says, 
“Japan is fully equipped and ready for 
immediate action.” The cnly meaning of 
this must be that Japan is prepared to land 
troops at once. It has been urgued before 
that Japan is not likely to commence opera- 
tions before the spring; but if the Kokumin 
is correct, the contrary seems to be the case. 
On the Russian side, too, there is a change 
of plans announced. It is only a few days 
since we were told that the Russian squadron 
now at Bizerta, on the Northern coast of 
Tunis, would not leave for the Far East 
until the aud of January. Now Reuter 
states that the battleship Oslabya, the 
cruisers durera and Dmitri Donski, and five 
destroyers uber the command of Admiral 
Urenrvs, wil] be reinforced by six destroyers 
in a few e and will then sail for this part 


‘of the world! So imporiant a movement 
cannot be p laced over without challenge, if 
waris t» come, If Japan does decide on 
‘immediate action, as suggested by the 
Kokwmin, it lis most unlikely that this new 
- Russian squadron will be allowel to join 
the Pacific: fleet without an effort to 
stop it. Indeed, it is certain that in 
event of a rupture an effort would be 
_ made to int,rcept it. The coating ques- 
“tion would ;be the great problem then 
> awaiting solution, and in this regard Japan 
would Lave an immense advantage in South 
China waters] Only with the aid of France 
could Russian warships expect to supply 
themselves south of their own ports, and 


opened ; and an U.S. warship has just been 
degpatched to Corea ona very slight pretext. 
It is hardly possible that the States will 
consent to see a clause of their treaty with 
China nullified by Russia. But, on the 
ather hand, hostility to Russia is not a very 
gool party-cry for a Presidential election, 
und the time of that election is at band: 
Moreover, there is Panama to a tract the 
atentio. of all Americans. The States 
might prefer to step in at the end of a 
Russo-Japanese war. ‘There is good prece- 
dent in internxtional history. 


(Daily Press, 25th December.) 

The news arriving by way of Loadon with 
regard to the existing crisis in the Far East 
has within the past few weeks been “ see- 
sawing" between good and bad, between 
peace and war. It is difficult even to make 
out what the general opinion of the better 
informed home Press is on the chances of a 
pacific issue. Quite recently the prosp 3t 
has been declared gloomy., War has been 
judged possible, probable, even inevitable. 
Yesterday, however, Reoter’s second tele- 
gram, dated the 22nd instant, ancounced a 
more hopeful feeling regarding the Far Hust 
in Japan itself and the absence of iuforma. 
ton in Lonlon of the imminence of war. 
This sounds satisfactory, but unfortunately 
it only carries on the see-saw movement of 
rumour of which we have spuken. From 
the North we have not received any news 
either way since our Kobe correspon-lents’ 
message of thy 20th instant. In Hongkong 
it seeins the generally accepted idea in ser- 
vice circles, especially among those wno 
have visited the North lately, that an out- 
break of hostilities cannot be avoided and, 
indeed, that it must occur very soon. It is 
felt that the situation is now such that only 
two alternalives rémain, that Ru-sia must 
give way or Japan must present an ultima- 
tam with which Russia will refuse to com- 
ply—not a very different situation, it may 
be remarkéd, from that of a couple of 


[December 28, 1908 : 


months ago. Only the wonderful patience 
of the Japanese Government and nation has 
managed to protract matters so loag. It is 
impossible to hope, and also absurd to 
wish for an indefinite further protraction 
of the present strain. Our London corre- 
spondent, in his telegram dated the 28rd 
instant, tells us that Great Britain and 
France are in active communication with 
Japan and Russia, and that mediation on « 
their part is possible. Nevertheless, it is 
very hard to see how France and ourselves, 
though both most earnest in the desire to 
avoid a rupture which threatens to involve 
both, and perhaps destroy the greatly im- 
proved relations now existing between the 
two nations, can discover a satisfactory and 


lasting settlement between the two Powers . ae 


th it are struggling for the lead in the North | 
of Asa, There'is such a gulf between 
Russia’s pretensions and Japan’s demands 
that it looks a superhuman task to bridge 
it ever.. Were Russia more tractable the 
position of affairs would be very different. 
One of the really hopeful factors in the 
situation 18 the apparent adhesion of the 
Chinese to the Ja>anese side, which all the 
most recent news from the North appears 
t» indicate. The North-China Daily News 
points out that the educated Chinese gene- 
rally took little or no interest in the war 
between China and Japan, but they seem 
curiously enough to be even more interested 
than the Manchus themselves in recovering 
Manchuria from the grasp of Russia. The 
importance of this is impossible to exagge- 
rate. A hostile China cuts at the com- 
munications between Port Arthur and 
Viadivostock with European “Russia. At 
its full value it cancels the value of the 
Trans-Siberian line ; at its least, it detaches 
a vast number of Russian troops from the 
front in North-East Asia. When writers 
indulge in prophesies absut Russia adopting © 
a Parthiau policy and retiring inlynd only 
to return in overwhelming force, they 
ignore the fact that the destruction 
of the railway absolutely stops advance 
overland and necessitates Russia secur- 
ing maritime supremacy to counteract 
the blow. There has. been a great deal of - 
loose talk about the inevitableness of an 
ultimate Russian victory. . What -this is. 
based on, we cannot conceive. Nevertheless - 
we should ba very sorry indeed to see Japan 
insist on war, except as the last resource, | 
that is, to avoid relegation to the rank of 
secondary Powers, And we trust it is not 
necessary again to insist that the downfall 
of Japan would effectually sweep away wilh 
it the remaining traces of British influence 
in Northern Asia. Britain cannot afford to 
see Japan crashed by Russia. rt fi 
all questions of honour and the obligations 
of treaties, it would be a most disastrous 
step, politically avd commercially, for 
Britain to acquiesce in the absolute para- 
mountey of Russia in the north of this 
vreat cuntiuent -of Asia. It is 1 welcome | 
piece of intelligence that H.M.S. King — 
Alfred, the powerful sister ship of the: 
Leviathan, is coming out here soon, and may 
remain with the British squadron on the 


station. H.M.S. Centurion may bein Hong-_.. < 


kong in ubout a week's time, a fact whic 

we ovorlooked when writing on the 22nd 
instant on the neglect to increase the British 
fleet in these waters. Nevertheless, wo ~ 
should still compare unfavourably with 


Russia, more particu'arly when her ships 


now in the Mediterranean arrive. 
Christmas is look--d on and written of com. _ 
monly usa periol of peace. Unluckily it 
has far more often of late years been & 
season of alarms aud of threats of war, if not 
of actual warfare. ‘Che year 1903 closes-like _ 
many of its immediate predecessors amid 


Apart from. - 


December 28, 1903. | 


anxiety and dread|,and every day is felt to 
he a possible black date in history, the 
forerunner of months of terrible and relent- 
less hostilities. Yesterday's wire news seems, 
however, to offer some hopes of the avoid- 
ance of such e catastrophe. 


THE DYNASTIC QUESTION IN 
HINA, 


(Daily Press, 21st December.) 

There can be no question that the Ta-Tsin@ 
Dynasty has becoéme very unpopular in 
China. Of foreign origin, it was for many 
generations greatlydisliked by the natives, 
and several attempts to overthrow it have 


4 been made; but as| the Manchus studiously 


adapted themselves to Chinese customs, and 

Manchuria itself became absorbed into the 

Empire, the feeling against the Dynasty 

gradually wore off) and the sovereigns were 

accepted as the Sons of Heaven, divinely 

selected to reign jon the Dragon Throne. 

Of late years, however, the antagonism to 

the Dynasty las |revived in consequence, 

first, of the mistakes made by the Govern- 

ment and the -revarses suffered by them in 

_ their dealings with Foreizn Powers, and, 

secondly, owing tolthe arbitrary treatment 

of the Emperor by the Empress Dowager, 

and the assumption by that old lady of the 

supreme power. Ke-ormers have sprung up 

in various parts af China, and some hive 

paid the pen-lty jof their boldness by the | 
saciifice of their] lives. Still there are | 
others ready to fake up the cause, and | 
although for the njost part these Reformers 

ure weak and unable to muster an ariel 

following, yet it fis being gradually pro- 

pagated by secret] azents and through the 

Press. Hid not the Reform party in China | 
lacked leaders, fuid<, strength of purpose, | 
and successful injitiative, they might nd 
doubt have accomplished much more, though 
it would not be wa eisy task to upset th: 
established administration at Peking. The 
great thing in such a cause, of course, is to 
find a leader round whom reformers coald 
rally, and to whase bauner the discontentel 
of all classes would be attracted. So far 
the man has uot appeared, and it is doubt. 
ful whether the hour has arrived. All 
the risinys allumpted of Inte years have 
been aborlive in consequence of the Im- 
perial Government being always in a posi- 
tion —thanks {0 their possession of untoats, 
arms of precision, and drilled troups—to 
quellany mere insurrection of the p»pulace, 
or even au organised revolt. Hitherto these 
risiugs have been ied by obscure jersons 
possessing neither a stock of arms nor the 
-wherewithal to purchase them. , 

If the report from a native journal at 
Shanghai be correct, however, thare seems 
some probability of a leader being pruducd 
who may command more general support 
and possibly pruve a really formidable 
aspirant to the supreme power in China. 
According to this! ituthority, an effort is to 
be made by the minlcontents in Hunan to 
restore the Mixa, or last Chinese dynasty, 
and a secret society bas been formed at 
Changsha called: |the Kwangfu Huk or 
Society for the Regloration of the Ligi, in 
other words, of the Mines. Although only 
two months old, this society is said to have 
a membership of nearly two thousand. ‘The 
chief of the society) is a man of the surname 

me of the Mirna Imperial 
House—uind he claims to be a lineal descen- 
dané of the Emperors whose dynasty he 
sceks to reatre It is further alleg.4 that, 
unlike many other existing secret societies 


iu this Empire, the majority of the members 
of the new society are well-to-do and educat- 
edmen. The leaders of the Kwangsi rebels 
are said to’ t been investigating the 


i 


| the very verge of history. The stateofCheoin 
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claims of Mr. Cuv. to represent the Mina 
dynasty, and if they are satisfied of his 
bona fides they are prepared to cross into 
Hunan and espouse his cause. It is well 
known that the people of Hunan—a pro- 
vince noted for, its wealth and intel- 
ligence—have for sume years been disgusted 
with the weakness and procrastinating 
policy of the Manchu Government,. and 
that many influential men there would be 
glad to see a change to a Chinese dynasty. 
The difficulty of course is to find a really 
intelligent and highly-educated scion of the 
ancient Ming dynasty. Jf Mr. Cav can 
satisfactorily fulfil all the necessary cdndi- 
tions, show that he is a strorg man, a 
scholar, and a fearless leader, he will be sure 
to secure a great deal of support, and his 
following would speedily gather strength 
with every small success achicved. Mean- 
time, however, the rebels in Kwangsi have 
not, according to all accounts, been scoring 
any successes, The province is a poor one, 
and the rebel forces will not long be able to 
hold out against the troops sent agaius: 
them unless they receive strong reinforce- 
meuts from Hunan. - It will be interestinz 
to note how the new aspirant to Imperial 
hosours fares with his countrymen. Unless 
he cannot only show that Imperial Llood 
flows in hig veins, but that he possesses 
ability to live up to bis pretensions, he will 
scon drop back into the obscurity from 
which he so recently emerged. 
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the town when the Hiung Nu were expelled, 
so he quietly remained, and the unfortunate - 
king and all his people who remained about 
him had to emigrate, and take up a new 
home in Honan at the town of Loyang. . 


Such was the hard measure dealt out to the: ae : 


ancestors of the present Chinese, and it 
would be well for the modern administrators 
of this Government to lay the story by for 
refereuce. 

We have told the tale of the.French as it 
has come to us from Chinese sources, ap- 
parently without any inkling of its import- 
ance to the very existen¢e of China; and’ 
probably in ignorance of the fatal results 
of a former trial of the same methods. We 
do not in uny way vouch for its truth; nor 
do we believe that the French have been 
acting the double part attributed to them. 
The whole tale, indeed, bears on its ‘face 
evidence of having been more or less con- 
cocted by Chinese brains, and its chief . 
interest lies in the curious light that it - 
throws on the state of confusion and help- 
less unpreparedness in which China, finds 
herself after the warnings of nearly half a 
century, and the inability of the Chinese 
official mind to grasp the main features 
of the present situation. One patt of ” 
the story is undoubtedly true : 
nowhere has the incapacity of the 
governing body been more markedly shown 
than in its inability to .put down the 
state of disorder for some years hack 


{prevailing in the province of Kwangsi. 


CHINA AND FRANUE. 


> 
(Daily Press, 23rd December.) 

If the latest reports, derived from good 
uative authority, ba true, China must have 
failen indeed on evil times. Mritrox, in 
poetic exaggeration, speaks in the Iowest 
depths of deeper still; what in his case was 
merely poetic licence has in that of China 
hecome a grim reality. According to this 
latest report, Russia, not content with 
having, without any show of quarrel, entered 
on, and in spite of repeated promises to 
evacuate, still holding an important province 
of China, has recently iufluenced France to 
press on China what France represents 
as her gvod offices to act as arbitrator 
berwean the two. Unlike the ordinary 
practice of arbitration, she has made her 
asard beforchand ; China is to keep closed 
to foreign commerce the importaut marts of 
Moukden aad the mouth of the Tatung, and 
is to place under Russian control those parts 
of Mauchuria through which the Manchurian 
railway passes, and Russia is to have the 
exclusive right of mining in the Manchurian 
provinces. In the event of China agreeing 
to these remarkable concessions Russia is 
to engage to withdraw from what is left of 
Manchuria by next March. For this piece 
of officious interfereucé, which it is not sus 4 
gested has been asked for, France, of cours:, 
expects an adequate compensation, and the 
consideration is almust equally staggering. 
France is to be permitted to put down the 
rebellion in Kwaugsi, but characteristically 
uot a word is said about retiring when the 
suppression is complete. The whole affair 
bours, in fact, a remarkable resemblance to a 
transaction wherein China was iaterested at 


those days had its headquarters in what is 


now the province of Sheusi. The Hiung Nu 
were then, as Russia 13 now, preesing- on 
the northern frontier, and had advanced so 
far us to threaten the capital, situated near 
the modern Hsian. Che» had fallen on 
evil times, and was- governed by a weak 
king. ‘The Duke of Ts’in, ancestor of the 
great Sai Hwana-t!, offered his services to 
drive away the Turks, which he did success- 
fully. He had said nothing about restoring 


inevitable, 


It would be dignifying the movement 
now going on in Kwangsi by too high- 
sounding a title to eall ita rebellion. It 
has, ia fact, no object and no leader, both 
yeuerally beld necessary to constitute a 
rebellion. Ivis really but an expression of 
the discontent of the people at the absence 
of any system of government. The unpaid 
officials sent to take charge of the various 
offices, finding themselves without resources 
of any sort, owing to past neglect, are com- 
pelled in self-defence to institute a system 
of collection akin. to that described by 
Scott, “‘ that they should take who have the 
power, and they should keep who can.” The 
so-calied rebellion is merely a return to 
primitive usages, and Government and people 
alike suffer. That the French, whatever 
the shortcomings of their own administra- 
tion, should protest against such a state of 
affairs is natural enough, and the French | 
Minister in. Peking ®as protested, and still 
protests jn the stromgest terms against the 
system. This is, however, a completely 
diferent thing from representing him as 
the willing minion of Russian intrigue, 
Doubtless from the very rature of the-case 
he fiuds\bimself the not altogether willing 
instrument of Russian schemes, and doubt- 
less ready to take advantage of any circum- 
stance likely to advance his uational claims. 
Tue remedy is, however, in the power of the 
Chinese Government itself; under the best 
of circumstances the province of Kwangsi 
never hag been self-supportiug, and under 
present conditions less so than ever. If 
Peking will jrecogoise this unpleasant fact, 
and supply the deficit, there is no reason 
why Kwangsi should not become as peaceful 
aud well ordered as the best of the Wighteen 
Provinces. The sums annually squandered 
under prétence of re-establishing peace 
could pay the expenses of settled govern- 
ment, and leave a good margin for 
improvements, 


Tha Standards Tokyo correspondent wires 
that it is believed Russia's reply virtually - 
rejects the eardinh principle of the Japanese — 
claims, and that if it is so, unless Russia reoon- 
siders tho position, hostilities aro ‘ almost 


ant 
ek 
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HONGKONG’s WATER SUPPLY. 


~ (Daily Press, 19th December.) 
About this time last year the water ques- 
tion was a very prominent one in Hongkong. 
The city of Victoria had then been on inter- 
mittent capply for over saven weels, the 
curtailment having coismenced on the Ist 
November. Now, in the absence of further 
rein (which may fairly be presumed), we 


shall be on intermittent supply again vext- 


Monday, some parts of the city being pro- 
mised four hours’ water and otliers water 
for varying periode, down to as littie as one 
hour. As we pointed out yesterday, the 
thrée reservoirs contained ow the 1st instant 
26,139,000 more gallons of water than on 
the same date last year, but were all far 
below. overflow, Tytam being 10 ft. 10 in., 
Pokfulum 15 fti 9 in., and Wongneicheong 
_ 88 ft. 7 in. below. We have now tlie dry 
season of the year {to face, with no 
prospect of heavy rainfall until next 
Muay. The situation has therefore come 
about that the present water reserve 
is’ insufficient to allow with safety a full 
supply, and the city accordingly is reduced 
to what is considered half-supply. In 
November, 1902, the amoudt of water von- 
sumed per head, under intermittent supply, 
was 10,4 gallons; in November, 1903, with 
full supply, it was 18 gallons per head. As 
is a' fumiliar fact, Victoria is to have a 
rider-main system, but this has not yet 
bagun to be’ distributed. The materials 
have not yet been received in Hongkong, 
and the Water Authority, in reply to an 
enquiry, informs us that they will not he 
received for some time to come. The old 
system of digtribution must be followed 
until the ridet-mains are laid, and with our 
nadequate reserve sve are to be reduced to 
half supply. The Hou. W. CuarHam states 
that by past dxperience it is quite safe to 
give a half-supply. There is no likelihood, 
he thinks, of pur having to bring water in 
boats from Kowloon, as was made necess:ry 
at the beginning of this year by the dry 
season of 1902, According to statistics the 
chances are against our hiving a great 
quantity of rain for some considerable time 
as we said abdve. These statistics are of no 
little interest, und we need make no apology 
therefore for jquoting them in full. They 
are a8 followsl: 
RAINFALL j|AT HONGKONG OBSERVATORY, 


FALL AT OBSERVATORY. 
inches. ” 
. 15.42 
.. 18.92 
69.17 
... 6629 
.. 104.58 


 -youg) I DD e7so 
“This year's figures gre not yet complete, 
of course, but for the eleven months gone 
. i Z 
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the rainfall has been between 93 and 94 
inches,.and we may put it at 94 for the 
whole year, making 1903 the ninth wettest 
vear in the series-of twenty, and very consi- 
derably above the averaye of about 80 
inches. Once more the utter inadequacy 
of our water-storage capacity on the island 
is demonstrated. It is known that prepara- 
tions for increasing this capacity largely 
(though not by any means too largely, in 
our opinion), are in progress, but 
‘as there is a. suspicion abroad that 
(allis not going well with the Tytamtuk 
works, we think it is due fronr the Govern- 
ment that a reassurance should he given, 
if possible, that no cerious obstacle has been 
found to delay the prosecution of so neces- 
sary'a scheme as that of the new reservoir 
there. We trust that one of the un-officia 
members of the Legislative Council will 
take this question up. 


HONGKONG AND THE KWANGSI 
FAMINE. 


—__ —_.»—_ — — 
(Daily Press, 24th December.) 
| Hongkong residents, who between them 
subscribed nearly $50,000 to a fund started 
in the Colony under the uame of the 
Kwangsi Famine Fund, have been under 
the inrpréssion that their pecuniary assist- 
ance, backed up by the actual. work of 
distribution, etc., carried on by certain 
wentlemen connected with-Hoggkong and 
by some zealous missionary volunteers in 
the Kwang provinces, did a great deal to 
give lives and mitigate hardships in the 
famine districts. We must confess to 
havirg shared in this belief, convinced by 
the impartial statements of missionaries, 
both of British and of American wationa- 
lities. We were not a little astonished 
therefore to see in the pages of a New York 
religious weekly, the Christian Herald, 
various descriptions of how “our relief” 
was welcomed in Kwangsi, “our” referring 
ot course to the Christian Herald's. Now 
the New York paper, it is true, very 
humanely promoted a fund, to which its 
readers contributed most generously, to the 
extent of not less than $40,000 gold, for the 
relief of the famine-stricken in Kwangsi. 
For this splendid exhibition of charity the 
Herald and its readers were deservedly 
thanked by the Chiness officials in most 
unstinted terms. Hongkong too cau heartily 
admire the open-handedness of a com- 
munity so very much more remote from the 
scene of suffering than we are, which can so 
freely give from its wealth to relieve distress 
which has touched ourselves so deeply. 
Nevertheless, we cannot see that it is just 
that the efforts of Hongkong, which, thongb 
a comparatively small place, gave at least 
half as much as the charitable New Yorkers, 
should be ignored or, worse still, appro- 
priated to swell the feelings of satisfaction 
of the Christian Herald readers st the 
success of their efforts. To show what we 
mean, we will give examples. Throughout 
in the reports sent from Canton to the 
Herald Hongkong’s share in the relief is 


| passe over, generally without even bare 


mention, and the Hongkong workers are 
classed as part of the American, There is in 
the Herald of the 23rd September last, a 
photograph of a group of “ Ameri¢an relief 
workers at the gate ofa temple/’ ;\these are 
six British subjects and two'Americans | 
More striking still, in the Herald of the 
22nd July appears a letter under the head- 
ing of “the relief work described.” -in which 
a letter of the Rev. H. K.. Suumakenr is 

uoted with reference to the work done at 

wai Un. At Kwai Un the rice used was 
all Hongkong rice, and~ we do not 
believe that Mr. Saumaker ever intended 
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to give any other impression. 
tions indeed his journeying in company 
with Mr. Fretower, of the Hongkong 
Government service. Yet this letter is 
calmly quoted as a testimony to the Ameri- 
can relief work. The whole tenor of the 
accounts in the Herald is that the help 
given by the New York journal, under the 
direction of the Hon, Roperr M. McWane, 
U.S. Consul-General at Canton, stopped the 
Kwangai famine, the other assistance given 
being negligable. We appeal to the sense 
of justice of those Americans who shared in 
the relief work to say whether this is: so, 
and we have no doubt as to their answer. 


We cannot blame the Christian Herald for .. 
the garbled accounts of the charitable opera- “% 


tions which anpeared in its columns. Those 
reports were sent to our New York contem- 
porary from Canton, and the hand that sent 
them is plain. In all the accounts there is 
one name which appears innumerable times ; 
it is that of tha Hon, RoBert M, McWaps, 
U.S. Consul-General at Canton. . After 
reading the Hon. Rosset M. McWanxz’s 
version of how the Kwangsi famine was 
relieved, we gather that the main agent in it 
was the Hon. Roserr M. McWane. We 
therefore challenge the Hon. Rosert M. 
McWapke to justify what he has written. 
The verdict may rest with the general body, 
irrespective of nationality, of those who 
laboured so hard and so unselfishly to aid 
the starving Kwangsi population in their 
distress, without any thoughts of udvertiaing 
their country or themselves. We area 
convinced, too, that the Christian Herald 
never intended its readers’ generosity 
to be exploited in the way in which it ims 
been. Advertisement of this kind sullies 
the name of charity, and must be distasteful 
to every right-minded man, in whatever 
part of the world he lives. 
there may be some explanation: forthcoming 
from the Hon. Ropert M.McWane. That 
is a matter which must be left to the 
honourable gentleman himself. 


HONGKONG JOTTINGS,. 
aot ge 
(Daily Press, 21st December.) 
The near approach of Christmas in Hongkong 


has been accompanied by two circumstances in- 
teresting to the meteorological department as well 


as to the general public. They are wa mer 
weather and less water. With the thermometer 
well above 60 and at times even above 70 again 
it ig somewhat surprising to reflect on the recent 
drop to just above 40 on the Peak in the early 
mornings. Just now itis unsafe to speculate 
what the temperature will be from day to-day. 
Th water question is a more unpleasant one, 
aud I expsct we shall hear a good deal about it 
in the coming months, To-day sees Victoria 
once more on short commons, some unfortuoate 
residents b-ing allowed only from 6 a.m. to 
7 a.m. each day to supply themselves for the 


day. Surely the Water Authorily might have - 


shown a little more consideration aud arranged 


for their pittance to reach them an hour later! | 


An era of overflowiog baths, ele., will uovw set 
in eve y tnorning early. All who have aay 
axperiencs of the Chinese *b y’ know that to 
meet the restrictions imposed by the Water 
Authority ha contriv-s, in spite of all orders, to 
turn on every {ap ia the house over-night, so a8 


to do awty with tha necessity of rising from his . 


bed before hw wauts to, ‘Lhe waste of water 
thus caused mast be very great, 

Thongh the days are warm the nights draw 
in early, and the demand on the very limited 


resoureas ‘of the Gas Company consequently — 
becomes ali the more ivsistert. Some two. 
months ago it was explaioel in the Daily Press - 


that the Company weru en 


ged in - laying 


larger mains in the vantral istrict and that in| 


a very short time the pressure of gas in the 


mains on ‘the higher levels would consequently - 


no longer be insuffloient. Well, the.long 
suffering public has waited, and waited in vain 


He men-. 


But of course . 


SUSE IIS cs ea Mest 
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Is it not time that the Government had 
something to say tq the Gas Company on 
the .subject P One; resident in Conduit 
Road informs me that on Saturday evening, 
with three incandescent lights in one room, 
the combined illuminant was not sufficient 
to enable him to read.| I suppose all residents 
, on that level mu suffer alike, for I 
have noticed that the|street lamps along that 
thoroughfare do not give the glimmer of farth- 
iug rushlights. If the Government .does not 
. espouse the cause of the private householder, it 
is surely time that it} took strong measures to 
secure the adequate |lighting of the public 
- thoroughfares. 


‘A facetious correspondent writes in this con- 
nection: In thesedaysoftheconstantly-recurring 
query—‘ What shall we do with our sons?” a 
suggestion to the perplexed may prove welcome. 
Why not bring them up as opticians? Surely 
there is—or will shortly be—ample scope for 
the exercise of that profeesion in this Colony, 

_ thanks to the Gas Company. It is only too 
‘evident that the residents in this particular 
corner of the Empire will shortly either be 
disporting. themselves behind double-power 
spectacles, or else Nature—by her method of 


_.., adapting one’s needg to one’s surroundings— 
f..._. Will step in, and provide the residents on this 


-Islé of Perpetual Gloom with orbs of similar 
properties to those posseased by the feline tribe. 

. Here is an impression of Sir Henry Blake as 
he strnck’a ‘Colombo paper on his arrival there 
‘on the 3rd inst.:—The feeling was irresistible— 
nay, the codriviction came with sledge-hammer 
force—that the , calm, broad-shouldered, 
stately dignified man who walked along the 
landing pier, bowing courteédusly to right and 
left, was a man of,action—a doer and not a 
talker, There was pharacter imprinted on his 
-face—a ‘calm, emotipniess face; a thoughtful, 
and withal, good-looking face, and a pair of 
. -dauntless eyes. “Essentially a strong man,” 
was the whisper in the crowd, “a man who will ; 


'+ > {hink for himself, and act as he thinks best: a’ 


man who will hold the scales with- unswerving 
hand: a man who will go straight forward=a 
sound, solid, safe man.” Our late Governor is 
being given a high/|sfandard to live up to in 
Ceylon. Another paper notes a strong facial 
resemblance in his to Sit J. West Ltidgeway, 
. whom he succeéds. 


' [would suggest to the Managers of the Peak 
Tramway that a notice might be put up con- 
spicuously in the terminus at 8. John’s Place 
stating that tickets can be obtained from the 
conductor on board the cars only. I make this 


suggestion in the jnterests of strangers, who | 


‘are always.in a staté of uncertainty as to where 
to get their tickets, and in some cases, I believe, 
have missed a car-while looking for a booking 
office. Some consideration is due to’ the 
stranger Within our gates, who pays cheerfully 
and helps to swell the very respectable dividend 
earned by the Company. ~ : 

_ The casual pedestrian wending his way along 
the Peak roads and taking in the charming 
views which everywhere n.cet and delight- the 
eye, may perhaps wonder, at this season of the 
year, whence come the od-urs that groet his 
-olfactory nerves! The perfume is not of roses, 
nor get of oleander, ‘nor of magnolia, but more 
resembles an escape of gas, a bid drain; or the 
reek froma dead dnimal. For your comfort, 
gentle wayfarer, I may tell you that the scent 
is from neither of these unpleasant sources. It 
emanates from a/| stocky, inoffensive-looking 
shrub called the Hurya Japanica, which is now 
beginning to flower. It bears a multitude of 
little cup-like flowers, which apparently yield a 
quantity of honey,| for the bees swarm round 

’ the shrubs when they bloom. Perhaps my 
‘friend the Government Botanist will give as 
some remarks on this peculiarly offensive tree. 

(Daily 
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year,” as the poet says, and we make the 
most of it while it lasts, And having 
survived Christmas, I suppose many are 
now making their engagements for the New 
Year holiday. Holidays seem to come thick 
and fast at this time of the year, and many of 
us, I dare say, are already beginning to feel as 
one of Shakespeare's characters did, that : 

If all the year were playing holidays, 

To sport would be as tedious as t) work. 


The vendors of flowers in tbe Colony did a 
lucrative business last week. Bunches of 
flowers such as can usually be bought for 1V or 
15 cents were selling for 50 or 75 cents, The 
boughs of fir which were sold at good prices to 
do duty as Christmas trees apparently cost 
their vendors nothing bat the labour of 
breaking them off the trees on the island, for 
in the course of a ramble over the hills 
oo Christmas day I saw many evidences that 
this was how many of the boughs had been 
acquired. 


Apropos this subject of Christmas decora- 
tions, I have been asked the reason for the 
singular absence of floral decorations in the 
Cathedral on Xmas day. “There were the same 
inartistic pillars, the same gloomy-looking walls 
lacking even a semblance of decoration, a d 
but for a few ferns. in the vicinity of the 
altar, the Cathedral wore -its. sombre igh | 

My correspondent seems to thin 
the absence of. any decorative scheme, such as 
worshipp-rs in the churches at home delight 
to ‘see, is due to indifference; but I know of 
clergymen at home who entertain strong 
objections to these floral decorations, and though 


I have no knowledge of the reasous for the 


lack of adornment at Christmastide in our own 


Cathedral it is more likely to be due to similar 


objections than to indifference, 

. I notice one or two improvements: on -the 
higher levels which have doubtless not escaped 
the notice of others, and as I have complained 
in this column about their need, I am the more 
pleased to mention them. | The iron railing in 
Conduit Koad, between Robinson Road anid 
Belilios Terrace, which the cepredations of 
thieves had left dang rously defective, has been 
repaired for its entire length; the Gas Company 
has improved the lighting of this road within 
the past few days by putting down larger 
mains, and consequently householders too derive 
equal benefit. Still one more item might be 
incorporated in. this note. Public seats have 
during the past week been placed in Glenealy- 
Road. Those who walk up the incline will 
appreciate them. The letters “B. & A.D." 
painted on the top rail appear to somewhat 
mystify some people, but when it is explained 
that the letters represent Botanical and 


Afforestation Department, it affords an op- 


portunity to the joker to say that the Depart- 
ment is not as “ B.A.D.” as it is painted. 


Many new buildings are being erected on the 
higher slopes as well as at the base of Victoria 
City and I might venture a comment on the 
subject of the precipitous retaining walls 
which multiply as building. sites are acquired 
on the hillside, So often have similar retaining 
walls given. way in various parts of Hongkong 
after heavy rains that, one. vould think, new 
walls would be built moreon an inoline, but 
there is no- evidence of this idea being 
entertained by the local builders. I! note 
however, in some places that pipes 
project from the walls. Perhaps, by this means 
of drainage, the strain on the walls during wet 
weather will be lessened. ; 


Now that the City is growing so fast in all 
directions, rents, we sometimes hear it said 
must go down, even in Queen’s Road when 
Messrs. A. 8. Watsen & Co., and other firms, 
vacate their old premises to take possession 
of the new buildings in Des Voux Road. That, 
however, isa delusion. Rents in Queen’s Road 
show a strong tendency in the oppésite direc- 
tion, and we are not likely to see property 
abegging for occupation ia that quarter for a 
few years yet. 


I note that in Des Vooux Jtoad, where tele- 
phone posts interfered with the tramways’ 
scheme, the telephone wires have been fixed on 
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to the tramways’ poles, thereby allowing thé: 


telephone poles, which formed.an obstruction, - 


to be removed. This appuars to be a vary good 
arrangement, and, oonsi-leriug that the tram- » 
ways’ poles are emb-dded in cement, they ought 
to withstand the strain put upon them during 
typhoons It is only w little over a year.ago, it 
will be remembered, that the telephone posts in 
Des Yooux Road were blown down. Ocoar- 
rences of this description are i dangerous 
ANYAN. — 


HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE | 


COUNCIL, 


_—_— Oo 

A meeting of the Legislative Council was 
held on the 23rd inst. in the Council 
Chamber. Present :— 

His ExceLtLency THE OFFICER AD- 
MINISTERING TH GOVERNMENT, F, 
Mar, C.M.G. 

His Excellency Major-General VitiieRs 
Hatton, C.B. i 

Hon. A. M. Tomson, (Acting Colonial 


Secretary). 
Hon. Sir 


General). 

Hon. L. &. M. Jonnaron (Acting Colonial 
Treasurer). 

Hon. W. CHatrHam (Director of Public 
Works). 

Hon. A. W. Brewin (Registrar-General). 

Hon. Basrt R. H. Tay.or (Acting Harbour 
Master). 

Hon. Sir C. P. CHater, C.M.G. 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar, C.M.G. 

Hon. Wei A Yur. 

Hon. C. W. Dickson. 

*Hon. H. E. Potnock, K.C. 

Hon. GEESHOM STEWART 

Mr. R. F. Jownston (Acting Clerk of . 
Councils). : at 

' PLAGUE SIAFF WORK. : 

The AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY laid 
on the table a paper showing the work done by 
the plague staff from 22nd August till 6th 
November, 1903. < mS 

FINANCIAL a 

The AcTING CoLONTAL SECRETARY.laid on - 


H. 8.’ BerKELer (Attorney- 


the table Financial Minute No. 66 and moved |” 


that it be referred to the Finance Committee: 
The ActTING COLONIAL TREASURER 
seconded, and the motion was adoptéd.. 
“EXTERNAL AIR.” ~ Bae 
The Actina COLONIAL SECRETARY: also 
submitted a statement showing the definition | 


_of “external air” recommended by the Sanitary 
‘Board. Ho said—T'his will abyiate the necessity. - 


for the hon. member’ for the ‘Chamber of - a. 


‘Commerce putting his motion. 


The definition was as follows :— ee 
Section 6, Sub-section 26,—“ External air”, 


means the clear and unobstructed open airof:— — 


(1.) any street in‘front of an existing building 
which is. not less than. 8 feet in . width 
throughout. (2,) any street in front. of -a 


building -hereafter erected which is not less,” .. 


8.) -augl oe. 
any: buildiog which. a 


than 183 feet in width throaghont, 
open space in the rear of 
is not less than 13 feet width throaghout, - (4.) 
any open space at the side of any existing 
building which either—(i.) extends continuously 
along the side of such. buildicg and has a 


continuous width of at least eight fost in every. | 


part; or else, (i7.) extends continuously slong 


three-fifths of the side of such building and has | 
a continuous width of at last twelve féét in.” 


every part of such three-fifths; any open space 


at the side of any building hereafter erected 
which extends ‘continuously along three-fifths ! 
of the side of such building and has a continu- 
ous width of at least twelve feet in every part 
of such three-fifths. 
measur ‘z the width of such street or space, 
a straight line shall be drawn from and at right 
angles to the external surface of the front’ 
back or side wall as the case may be, or, in the 
event of any structure projecting from such © 
wall from and at right angles to the ontermost- 
portion of such projecting stracture exclusive | 
of any cornice or eaves gutters. 

The motion of Hon. Mr. Pollock was .as. 


For the purpose of © 


follows :—“ That theGoverament doobtain from: : 


the Secretary of the Sanitary Bonrd, and do Ja: 
upon the table, for the information of the. 
Legislative Council, the recommendation whioh - 
was mado by the majority of the Sanitary Bo 
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as tothe definition of ‘external sir,’ and the 
names of the memberg forming such majority.” 

Hon. Mr. Pottock—I had intended, sir, to 
address the Council upon this motion. : 

His EXcELLENCY+-We will give you the 
privilege todo so. |' . ; con 

Hon. Mr. Pottock—With your Excellency’s. 
permission I will make a few remarks explaining 
the reason why I made this motion. Tho 
reason was that the hon. and learned 

Attorney-General stated in the objects. and 

reasons attached to the Public Health -Ament- 

ment Bill and also, ifjcorrectly reported in the 
newspapers, on the|second readiug on 7th | 

December that this definition of external air 

contained in the Public Health Amendment 

Bill was in substance the definitién recommend- 

ed by the Sanitary Board. I am quite sure 

that the hon. and) learned member made 
the statement in godd faith, but he made 
it under an erronedus impression, and what. 

I say is that the hon. Director of Public 

Works, who is a member of the Sanitary Board, 
‘and who was present |jat many deliberations of 

the Sanitary Board at which after great 

difficulty and after spending some bours upon 
the subject, the definition of external air was 
arrived at and agreed to by a majority of the 
- Sanitary Board—what I complain of, sir, is that 
the, Director of Public Works did not get up in 
his place and remove the misapprehension 
that must have be cansed in the minds 
of the members of this Council by the 
statement made by| the Attorney-General. 

As I said just now, sir, this question 

of external air formed the subject of very 

anxious deliberation at many méetings of the 

Sanilary Board. Itjwas a very difficult po‘nt 

indeed for the members to define, Ultimately, 
after the subject had| been considered at two or 
three different meetings the sub-committee of 
tbe Sanitary Board jarrived at adefinition of 
external air and it was then submitted in due 
course to the full body of the Sanitary Board. 
Then, sir, at that meeting of the full body of 
the Sanitary Board 4 definition of external air 
was passed which ig absolutely and entirely 
different from the definition, of external air as 
it appears in the Public Health Amendment 
Bill. Therefore it sepms to me that this defiui- 
tion has been passed through this Council and 
come into law under an erroneous impression as 
to what the Sanitary Board recommended 
and therefore. sir, when the question of 
further amendments to the Public Health Or- 
dinance comes up as it is sure to do shortiy I 
hope, sir, that you will allow this questiou of 
the definition of external air to be treated as an 
open question in consequence ofthe erroneous 
impression which has been conveyed to the Coun- 
cil with regard to the recommendation of the 
Sanitary Board. Ido not of course complain, 
sir, of the fact that the hon. Director of Public 
Works thought that another definition of 
external air from that which waa approved by a 

majority of the Sanitary Board was advisable. 
’ He has got a perfect right to his own opinion 
in that respect, but what I do complain 
of; sir, is that he being the only 
member present at the Council who could 
state from his own personal knowledge 
exactly what decision was arrived at and 
what definition agreed upon by a 
majority of the Sanitary Board did not get 
up in the Counoil jin his place and explain 
what the decicion of} the majority was. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEERAL-Sir, 28 the Co- 
lonial Secretary hag |laid upon the table of the 
house & paper containing information in respect 
to the details of the jsuggestions by which the 
Sanitary Board conceived that the recom- 
mendation which they!had made,to the Govern- 
ment to amend the|then existing definition 
of external air, aJi that could be obtained by the 
resolution has been obtained and it would not 
have been necessary |for me to have said any- 
thing except for the misapprebension that 
exists in the mind of the hov. and learned 
member for the Chamber of Commerce. What 
T understand the hon, and learned member to 
say—and the house will remember that the hon. 
and learned member, was not present on the 
occasion to which he|has referred—as to what 
ocourred on that occasion was this, that owing. 
: to en unwitting o ; presentation by myself 

' of the fact of a certain definition being made 
by..the Sanitary Bpard, the house had been 
induced to socep§| a definition which I 


‘for from nothing which appears 


‘submitted to the Council.” 


proposed of the meaning of the expression 
external air and it passhd it accordiugly, be- 


lieving it to be if not ipsissi¢ma ‘verba, at all. 


events in effect the definilion which raceived 
the approval of the majority of the Sanitary 
Board. AJI I can say is this that had the hon, 
and learned member been pressnt in his place 
at the time I proposed the definition about 
external air and heard the definition there would 
not have been this expression of opinion to-day, 
in the 
printed statement. of the . objects and 
reasons appended to the Bill nor 
from anything which appears in Haneard 
that I said on the occasion is the hon. and 
learned member warranted in saying that I told 
the members of this house that the definition I 
proposed was in substance the definition sub- 


mitted to the Governwent for consideration by: 


the Sanitary Board. That is what ha has just 
said, that I unconsciously and unwittingly I+d 
the house into beliaving that I was recommend- 
ing for their adoption a definition which was 
in substance that which was recommended by 
the Sanitary Board. Ifyou turn to the printed 
objects and reasons appended to the Bill you 
will find what is printed there is as follows. 
Before I go any further however I may say 
that the printed obj-cts and _ reasons 
which are put on a Bill here form uno 
part of the Bill itself but are merely in com- 
pliance with the custom which I balieva has 
always obtained in Hocgkong. I am not aware 
of it being the custom in ay other legislative 
body either representative or nominative as 
this is. The usual practice in most legislative 
assem vli-s ig that when mambars get a Bill they 
get the Bill and the Bill only. The draft is 
discussed before being passed into law, and on 
the second reading, whoever the member 
may be who is in charge of the Bill 
makes an explanation of its objects aud 
reasons. Bnt in Hongkong tho custom ob- 
tains—and I think it is a most con- 
venient one—of appending the objects and 
reasons for the co :venienca of membars before 
they came to the Council aud to accelerate and 
expedite the business. ‘hese are stated shortly 
and succintly, not in detail such a3 you give in 
moving the second reading of the Bill, but the 
objects for which the legis'ation is introduced. 
I come to the objects and reasons themselves. 
If yon take them you will find in the third para- 
graph these words:—‘‘I1 order to give 
effect to the Board’s recommendation a new 
definition of tho - expression external 
air is submitted to Council." What I 
say there is “In order to give affect to the 
recommendation a certain definition is 
Tre learned and 
hon. member will see that. it is not stated in 
what shape that recommendation should 
be given effect to.- The Sanitary Board 
were, not the only body that brought 
under the notics of the Government the 
necessity for considering a new regular defini- 
tion of the expression-external air, They made 
a@ recommendation. Others made recom- 
mendations. ‘fe recymmendation of each 
was duly aud properly considered. The 
recommendation was to make a new 
amendment.’ 1t was not that the Government 
was bound hand and foot and this house tied 
down to pass whatever not the Sanitary Board 
bat a majority of the Sanitary Board io their 
care and wisdom thought best.- The duty of 
the Government on receiving their recommen- 
dation was to give effeot to it, not necessarily 
in the language of the Sanitary Board’s 
recommendation but .-in such language as 
would commed itaslf to the approval of 
this house. So I said in my-appended objects 


and reasons that. {in order to give effect. 


to the  Board’s recommendation a new 
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of all the various recommendations made to us 


that’ which would be the most capable of. 


giving effect to the expression external sair. 
Chat was what I said in Hansard, nothing 
about askiog the house to piss'a recommoen- 
dation which was in substance that which was 
recommended by the Board.” Then I proceed- 
ed:— The amendment of the present existing 
definition. is made on the recommendation of 
the Sanitary Board.” So it was.- It was made 
on their recommendation but not in their words, 
“They report that at present the definition 
renders it almost impossible to- give effect to 
the real intention of the Ordinance with respect 
to the proper amount of light and ‘air that 
should be admitted into rooms.”. Thatis what 
they told us.. “A new definition therefore 
will be submitted for the consideration of the 
Council which I believe will be found to at last 
achieve the difficulty of exactly saying what wag 
meant by external air.” Woaero is there a word 
about asking this house to adopt a definition 
which had the sanction of the Sanitary Board 
and was in substance that which they had 
recommended? What I said was that the 
Sanitary Board had recommended that the 
axisting definition should ba amended. We 
have considered that recommendation, 
the most difficult things we had to doin 
this Bill was to get such a definition 
of external air as-will be capable of be- 
ing understood, and I submit for your 
consideration a definition which I -believe 
will achieve that purpose, That is all I said. 
If the hon. and learned member had been 
present in his placa in the housa he would have 
understood better than he apparently has what 
Lasked the housa todo, Atthe same time I 
am pleased to say [ regret that in framing the 
objects and reasons I did not make it 


abundantly clear by iteration and reiteration. 


—which I did not think were necessary —what 
was meant, I did not think it was 
necessary to say anything more than I 
did say, that in order to give effect to the 
recommandation of the Sanitary Board that the 
d-finition should be amended we after grive 
and carefal consideration at last submitted a 


proposal for a definition which we believed . 


would achieve the object. What the Sanitary 
Board did recommend was not practicable, 
Hon. members will soe that it was absolutely 


inpossible for us to have given effect to their - 


definition in the shape as to details in which it 
was to ba given effect t:. We have given effect 
to it ina shaps which I believe will be accepta- 


8. 
Hon. Mr. Pottock—~With all due deference 


to the Attorney-General, the inference 
which I drew from bis language was the 
inference which 9 out of 1!) would draw. 
With regard to the point he mentioned more 
than once about not having given effect to 
the psissima verba of the clause about definition 


inserted in the Bill, I would say sim sly avd - 


shortly this, as hon, membors will see themselves 
by comparing the Bill as passed into law and 
the recommendation of the Sanitary Board, 
that they are absolutely and entirely different in 
sabstance one from the other. It is nota 
question whether the exact language or words or 
expressions or phrases of the Sanitary Board 
are used, but there is a complete divorsion ia 
substanca. 

His Excecvency—I regret very mach that 


there should have been any misunderstanding | 


in this matter and I think it may perhaps assist 
to a better understanding of the question if ‘I 
state briefly the policy that the Government 
has followed and intends to follow in the fature 
in regard to the matter of amonding the Public 
Health and Building Bill. Whsaa thvt vory 
yoluminous measare was passsd tie Govern- 
ment undertook that for some yisrs to o m) 


definition of the expression’ external air is] it would not introduce suy fcssh sanitary 


submitted to the Council: Turaing to Hansard 
what do- you find that I said? “The greatest 


‘difficulty the Government have had in preparing 


this Bill for presentation to the Councils is to 


get a definition of external air which would be | were made in tho principal: Or \imance 
That was| amendment of the dofinition vf oxternal air 
We consulted thé Sanitary | took the form of merely verbal a‘terations t»- 


capable.of being’ \riven effect to.” 


our difficulty. 


legislation if it could possibly be avoided doug 
so. Therefore in the amending B.ll which 
passed the Council -at the lait inseting only. 
such amendments as were absointsly no aay 

@ 


Board. We consulted the Principal Civil + the original definition which is found in the 


Medioal Officer. 
We consulted 


We consulted other persous. | principal Ordinance. That defin-tion hag not 
our adviser the Building | been found to bo unworkable, on! it is not 


Anthority. We consulted gentlemen uneon- | anticipated shat it will be found t» be nowork- 
nected altogether, and we consulted among | able, ‘because the principal Ordinanca gives to the 
ourselves ; and our greatest difficulty was to find Governor in Council absolute disoretion to 
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grant exemptions for buildings which do not 
‘comply as regards external air with tho 
definition in the Ordinance. Therefore the 

Governor in Counoil can really allow anything 

at all to be regarded as external sir. The 
amendments to the definition must not be tak n 
to indicate that the Government is taking up 
a different position or going to adopt a 
differen, policy from that which it took 
up when it passed| the principal Ordinance. 
Every application | for exemption from the 
provisions of the Ordinance regarding 
external air will} receive just, impartial 
consideration by {he Governor in Council, 
and I can assure, hon. menbers that the 
fact -of the definition having been amended 
was merely to make |clear the meaning that the 
Government, had jin its mind when the 
principal Ordinanpe was passed. It does 
not indicate any change of. policy, and 
members of this Council may rest assured tnat 
no hardships will ba imposed under the amend- 
ing Ordinance that would not have baen im- 
posed under the principal Ordinance. The 
position practically [remains precisely the same 
as it was under the principlo Ordinance. I 
take it that the hon. member withdraws his 
motion. , 

Hon. Mr. PottpcK—No, sir. I think I 
must leave my motion formally on record. I 
would just like to mention one point. 

His Excettency—I am afraid you are not 
in order now. You) have spoken twice. 

Hon, Mr, Pottock—I thought, sir. that it 
would obviate my! writing to the papers to 
explain, ‘Chore wad no omission on my part, 

The ATTORNEY/GeNgRAL—You have got 
the information you asked for. 

QUESTIONS, 

Hon. H. E. Pottock pat the following 
questions :— 

1. Does the Government propose to take 
and, if so, what steps to prevent the public 
latrine near the No! 3 Police Station from cdn- 
tinuing to be a npisance to persons passing” 
along the Queen's Road East P . 

2. What is the i of raising the roadway 


of the Praya EastP Whois paying the cost 
of such work P 

3. Have any, and, if so, what steps been taken 
by your Department in connection with the in- 
troduction of the rider main system into the 


City of Victoria? | By wha: date do you antici- E 


pate that the ridbr main system will be in 
proper working orfler throughout the City of 
Victoria P What |grounds have you for that 
anticipation P 

The Actina CoLtonraL Secrerary replied: 
—(1) The Government has already taken steps 
to remove the cause of the complaints made. 
The door at Queen’s Road end has been per- 
mauently closed and the side windows have also 
been permanently closed A ventilating shaft 
with an electric exhaust -fan has beon installed. 

(2) Before the 
be taken in hand 
must be raised so 
sewers to be brought up to such a level that they 
can be extended out to the uew Praya front. If 
the electric tramway lines were laid along the 
existiug Praya the public would be put to great 
inconvenience aa on, as the tramway traffic 
would be seriously interfered with by the 
raising of the road, and the relaying of the 
lines: Tho cost of the work, which is being 
doné under contract, is debited to an -advanos 
account and will bp recovered in due coursefrom 
the'new Praya Reclamation Fund when that 
Fund is established, A vote was taken for the 
work on the 10th August last. 

The Diractor oF Pustic Works replied :— 
(3) “The necessary materials for the work 
and staff to superyise it have been requisitioned 
from England. Janticipate that the work will 
be completed in about two and a half years from 
now. This is merely an estimate, there are 
no grounds to go, upon.” 

Hon. Mr. Pontock moved the adjournment 
of the debate in order to get a further answer 
to Question No.1. He said—The hon. 
Colonial Secretary has stated that certain steps 
have been taken in putting a doorway in Queen's 
-Road ond of the latrine and also with 
reference to -gome ventilating fan. I 

should like te know at what date 
‘these matters were begun. 
. “Tho ArroRNEY-GENERAL—Give notice of 
that; and you will] be answered at next meeting. 


ay 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Hon. Mr. PottockK—1 am entitled to move- 
for an adjournment of the debate and to ask 
that the answer be particularised. 

The Digectoer of Pustic Works—I am 
aaable t: give any possible date as to when 
this fan was installed, but I think within the 
last 10 days is about the period of its being 
brought into action. 

ATTORNEY-GENEBAL'S FRES. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the second 
reading of the/Bill entitled an Ordinance to 
ales for Payment of Counsel's Fees by the 
osing party in certain cases in which the 
Attorney-General appears as Counsel. He 
said—It is not necessary for me to say anything 
that is not app treat in the Bill itself, except to 
say that the Bill is intended to remove any 
doubt that may obtain as to the payment o* the 


fees of the Attorney-General in oer!ain cases 


where he appears as counsal ; the foes to be taxed 
against the losing side. It is proposed to 
remove any doubt by asking the house to pass 
this Bill. 

The AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded 
and the motion was agreed to. 

The Bill was afterwards considered in Com- 
mittee and was read a third time and passed on 
the motion of the ATroRNeY-GENERAL 
seconded by the ACTING COLONIALSECRETARY. 

UNDESIRABLE PERSONS, 

The Council went into committee on the Bill 
entitlei an Ordinance to provide for the 
Recovery of Charges incurred by the Colony 
oo account of certain undesirable rersous in- 
troduced into the Colony. 

An amendment was made, exclading lepers 
from the scope of the Bill, and 9 proviso add-d 
limitiug the aggregate liability of persons 
bringiug undesirable persons into the Colony, for 
their maintenance to $5,000. ; 

The Bill was left in Committze to permit of 
the consideration of several amendments pro- 
pose by the Hon. Mr. Pollock. 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS. 

His ExceLtLtency—aAs this is the last meet- 
ing of Council we shall have this year L beg to 
wish your Excellency [General Hatton] and 
the other members of this Council a very happy 
Christmas and a most prosperous New Year. 
(Applause), The Council stands adjourned 
sine di. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE, 


A meeting of the Finance Committee was | 


held immediately after the Council—the Acting 

Colonial Secretary (Hon. A. M. Thomson) 

presiding, . 
PUBLIC WORKS. 

The Officer Administering the Governm :nt 
recommended the Council to vote a sum of 
$26,500 in aid of the vote Public Works, Extra 
ordinary, under the following items :— 

1, Resumption of Kowloon Inland Lots 
1MI2to 1015 $24,000 
2. Re umption of strip of Kowloon In- 
land Lot !087 ...0 ... we ee 2,500 

, $26,500 
The vote was passed. 

This was all the business. 


TROUBLE ON THE CANTON 
RAILWAY. 
STORES LOOTED. 

Definite news has now come to hand respect- 
ing the disturbance that took placeon the Canton- 
Hankow railway iu theearly part of the week 
before last. Work was progressing at a village 
called Chaiping. A number of bad characters, 
‘said to be pirates, got in among tho gangs of 
workmen and incited them to join in looting 
the stores. All the men with the exception of 
the carpenters knocked off work. This was 
used as a pretext for making an attack on the 
carpenters. The coolies all got excited.and when 
the disturbance started the pirates began to loot 
the buildings used as storehouses by the railway 
people. Two houssboats used by foreigners were 
also looted. No violence was offered to the for- 
eigners themselves; indeed two of the whit» 
foremen were protected from the yiolence of the 
rioters by their own gangs of (rorimen and 
were brought safely into headq rs by them. 
It appears that the whole crowd of Chinese to 
the number of some 8,000, then s joined in the 
looting. -One matshed was burned down and a 
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large amount of tools and material, valued..at 
$2,000, used in the construction of the line, were 
catried off.. The whole thing ended as quickly 
as it had begun. Soveral of the ringleaders 
were arrested. Work has been partially ‘sus- 
che since the outbreak owing to tho laok of - 
taols, ete. 


A CHINESE RUMOUR. 


We mentioned yesterday that M: Dabail, 
French Minister at Peking, was reported to be - 


endeavouring to interpossia the Manchurian © Bi 


question and to persuade Chinato make some 
concession to Russia. 1 
from Shanghai that what M. Dubai! is urging . 
is that China is to consent to the continuance 
of Russian control over all parts of Mancharia 
through which the railway passes and to keep 
the ports asked for by the other Powers closed 
Russia will then withdraw from the .rest of 
Manchuria in March next. In return for her 
advice France is to be permitted to put down 
the Kwanugsi rebellion! And nothing is said 
about when Franco is to retire, This, wea must . 
mention, is a Chinese story, and we cannot 
believe M. Dabail ever proposed any such a 
reward for France. Afterall there is another | 
country beside France and China concernedin - 
the ownership of Kwangsi. As for. the 
‘‘ reba lion,” ita continued existence asa rebellion 
is problematical. We hear nothing of it now, . 
The weilin correspondent of the N.-C, 
Daily News, writing oo the 7th ult., says :— 
“ As far as Kweilin is concerned one would not 
know tha! any rebellion was on, were it not 
that troops now and then arrive from the north 
and pro ‘eed to the south.” However, he adds 
that the rebels posted a placard in Kweilin some 
time back offering Tis. 10,000 for H.E. Viceroy 
Shum’'s head, and says that the fact that the Go- 
vernment are sending such large bodies of troops 
looks as if they have a real fear of what it may 
grow to. 

A Japanese paper publishes a Peking’ tele. 
| gram to the following effect: -The French 
| Minister to P-king has sent a note to the 
| Government offering to act as arbitrator be. 
| tween Russia aud China. Ho points out that 
‘ the grant cf some of the proposals made by M. 
‘ Lessar.in regard to the evacuation of Manchuria 
| is advisable if China really wishes to see the 

Russians withdrawn from the three provinosa, 
i The Chinese Government are, however, firmly 
' determined to reject the Russian proposal, and 
: they consider that the: French Minister's pro- © 

posal is made in the interest of Russia, Daily’ 

Pre 8, 23rd December, 


THE JAPANESE DIET. 


The following is the text of the answer of the 
Japanese House of Representatives to the 
Emperor’s Message on the 10th inst.:— 

“Your Majesty has just solemnly performed 
the opening ceremony of the nineteenth session’ 
of the Diet, for which the House cannot help 
but feel grateful. The present condition und 
prospects of the nation are of so bright a 
character as has rarely been the casa in the his- 
tory of the country, but the provisions made by 


| the Ministers of State are insufficient to uphold 


the prosperity of the country. In home admia-- 
istration the Ministers are content with tem- 

porising measures, and in foreign affairs the 

Ministers responsible have missed sach oppor- 

tunities that the House cannot but be apprehen- 

sive of the future. May your gracious Majesty 

judge the action the. Ministers of State are 
taking. The House desires to consider all mat- 

ters .brought before it with judgment and 
-ciroumspection, and will respond to the Imperial . 
desire on the.one hand and to the trust’ re 


in it on the other by the nation.” 


LE 


in 


The story now comes: - (Wy 


> . kong, which has so man 


diya +4). PHE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


. A PRESS: VISIT [O MACAO, 

On Boxing Day and the following day, the 
26th and 27th inst., it wasiproposed to hold in 
‘Macao a grand charity bazaa: and al fresco 
féte in nid ‘of. the funds ofj the convents of the 
town. Thd locality chosen was the well known 
_ Ban Francisco gardens on. fhe Praia Grande; 
: -and to make the affair a jsuccess the officials 
and leading residents; of , Macao, of various 


and gifts, Naturally it was hoped that Hong- 


nationalities, werd yi op both energy: 


gocial, with Macao, would take an interest in the 
fété and that many of ita residents would take 
advantage of the holiday |season to visit the 
neighbonring Colony. jBut -of course in 
Hongkong as elsewhere |the charitable like 
to be assured that their money and sympathy 
are being deservedly given: With a view to 
roving that this would be the case in the present 
instance it occurred to the committee of the 
Charity Bazaar to invite representatives of 
the Hongkong Preas to visit Macao last week- 
i after lanching with them at the -honse 
of Mr. A. J. Basto, father of their Hon. 
Beoretary, to inspect under the guidance of 
the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Macao the various 
institutions for which aid is being asked. 


-*-: he guests from Hongkong arrived on the as. 


Heungshan on tho 19th! inst. At 1 p.m. 
next day they were received by the committee in 


After a luncheon of the/most hospitable and 
at the same time the choicest. character , in 
which several Portuguese dishes worthily 
figured, Mr. Basto, sen., fossa and proposed in 
French the health of the guests. Tho Re 
Rev. Bishop replied in Portuguese and drank 
in turn the toast of the: Press of Hongkong, 
alluding in very complimentary language to the 
British Press in general gnd te the support to 
charitable objects ever adcorded by the Hong- 
kong papars. Mr. P. W. Sergeant returned 
thanks briefly on behalf of the latter, and 
drank prosperity to tof race charity 
bazaar. Dr. de Magelhaes and Mr. A. J. 
Basto, jun. also spoke, the latter again 
speaking in flattering terms of the visitors. A 
few more short toasts fotoret before the com- 
pany rose. 

A brief inspection came next of some of the 
work whichis to be sold atthe Bazaar (thegreater 
part of it the results pf the orphans’ and 
others’ own toil) and of gifts n by residents 


in Macao. ‘his concluded, a group of the 
Committee, visitors, and m rs of Mr. 
Basto’s household was photographed, and a vi it 
of inspection of the three charitable institutions 
then commenced. The first reached was the 
Collegio de Perseveranga in the Rua de Lou- 
rengo, Which. was started! by the present Bishop 
‘of Macdo on the 22nd November last. Under 
the charge of the Franciscan Sisters, it is 
designed for the reception of girls over 18 years 
of age who have left the |Casa de Beneficencia, 
the place mentioned later, Atthe College the 
girls: are taught various kinds of work 
‘of a practical nature, including cooking, 
and. may stay till they are married or 
-otherwise provided for.; ‘Phere are less than 50 
inmates at present, but there is room fora large 
increase in the large and eminently sanitary 
lookirig buildings, with recreation ground 
attached. “After leaving this, the party proceed- 
-ed-to:the Sohool of Santa Rosa de Lima, 
formerly the Santa Clara Convent, which was 
‘ -200 years ago,‘hut which has only been 
nits present (form about two weeks 

his, building,| pverlooking the Public 

8; was not on thellist of the institutions 

saling for.aid, but nevertheless the digres- 
r'a:moment intd another quarter proved 

.. Herp|the daughters of Macao 

aro taught by|Sisters, several of them 

16 religious bodies recently expelled from 


ties, historic and- 


France, all the accomplishments which their 
parents can desire. -Languages are a-stron 

point, English, French, and Italian all 
being imparted by Sisters of tha respective 
nationality. The building itself is a fine 
example of old convent construction and with 
its great central courtyard, high timbered roofs, 


| large class rooms. dormitories, etc., furnished 


a very favourable picture of schoolgirls’ life 


tin Macao. There are 20 boardera and over 40 


other pupils in the establishment.. The Mothor 
Superior courteously attended the visitors. and 
was indefatigable in pointing unt the chief 
features, ; 
The next move was to the Casa de 
Beneficencia; near the famous Camoens Gar- 
dens and the English Chapel. The Casa was 
established in 1877 by the Canossian Sisters, 
wherein to boird and educate destitute Porin- 
guese and Chinese girls separately. The Portu- 


‘guese authorities themselves have sent many 


girls to the Casa. Of the vary numer us boar- 
ders admitted a numbsr have been married or 
have otherwise settled ia secular life and others 
have joined religions ordera or taken up mission 
work, Annexed to the establishment is the 
Santa Infancia, analogous in ways to the Asile 
de la Sainte Knfance in Hongkong; this was 
started on the 1¢t May 1885, since when no 
less than 10,300 children have been received 
into it, Altogether the Casa is. as the 
Rt. Rev. Bishop*described it in introdacing 
the visitors, wn vrat. musée. It contains aa 
asylum for old women (some over 90), an 


| orphanage for children abandoned and received 


in babyhood at the Santa Infancia, a retreat for 
uofortunate women others who desire to 
eso:pe-from the outer world—316 adults were 
received in this retreat alone—and a shelter for 
weak minded children, Tho abandoned children 
formeda most pathetic part of the institution. 
Three very recently.born infants had ‘been 
received: on Sunday morning ‘alone. and there 
was another in a dying condition which had only 
arrived a little before. Over 800 children this 
year had thus been received by these Canossian 
Sisters only tosee all efforts to save their lives 
fruitless, The Sisters live a life of unremitting 
toils and anxiety, the marks of. which are on 
their faces only concealed by their tireless 
cheerfulness and théir Italian vivacity. But 
for these and their devotion to the cause of 
their wards their existence would indeed be hard. 
As has been said, the girls in the Casa de 
Beneficencia, when they attain the age of 18, 
are now sent to the Collegio du Perseveranca. 
This, however, ig due a new development and is 
due to the interest and energy exhibited by 
Macao’s new bishop. 

It was almost 6.30 p.m. when the round of 
visits ceased and His Lordship bade farewell to 
the guests whom hs had so courteously and 
withal genially conducted for a whole sfternoon 
over parts of Macao where the ordinary visitor 
cannot penetrate, and even the regular 
resident does not go. It was very evident 
that his heart was in his work, and indeed 
all the committee bore eloquent testimony to 
his noble efforts in the cause of charity and 
of religious and practical education. shortly 
afterwards good-bye was also said to Mr. 
A. J, Basto, the kindly host of the earlier 
part of the day, and to his sons and the rest 
of the committee; and a new and welcome 
experience came to an end. 


The following details with reference to the 
Casa de Beneficencia may be of interest :— 

On the3 /th of September, the third quarter of 
the present year, there were in the Casa (or 
convent) and its adjuncts, not including the 
sisters —364 persons, of whom 70 were children. 

The quarterly expenses were $4,493.91, 
while the money received was $3,255.75, mak- 
ing a deficit of $1,238.16. The average expenses 
during the last quarter were at the rate of 
$10.93 per head, or $3.64 per month, The 
income, including the extraordinary sum of the 
proceeds from the amateur performance, and 
the donation from the Governor on the ap, be 
birthday, gives but an average of $7.92, for the 
quarter, or $2.64 per head, per month. It is 
therefore to make good this deficit of $1.99 
per head per month during the quarter in 
question that the Bazaar. Committeo is making 
every effort, and it is earnestly hoped that the 


on the 262h and 27th inst. 


objeot will be attained by the fauctions to be | 
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THE WRECK OF THE “FINS. 
| BURY.” 


Sea 
The loss of tho s.8, Finsbury is still fresh in 


the minds of many peopl in the Far Hast. All: 


that was known about the matier was that the 
vessel was lost, while on a voyage from Hong- 
kong to Japan, daring that terrific typhoon 
which raged in the China Sea sbout the 20th 
September. We now learn that one man 
survived after undergoing fearful privations 
and hardships. That min arrived to Hongkong 
from Shanghai on ‘luesday morning. 

The 8.8. Finsbury arrived hore from Hamburg 
in September. On the voyage out, it appears, 
some of the crew did aot “ bit it off with the 
skipper; some of the men asked to be paid off 
at Hongkong. The captain paid off five Euro- 
peaus and one Chinese. 


having drawn an advance in Hamburg when 
they shipped, had not enough money coming to 
them to pay.a month’s board at the Sailors’ 
Home. Chinese were shipped in their place. 
The steamer left Hongkong on the 11th 
September. On the morning of the 21st tno 
vessel was badly -canght in the typhoon. Tho 
wind blew with terrifio force, and tremen- 
dous mountains of water washed over tho vessel. 
No vessel could stand such usage. First of all 
the boats were smashed up and washed out of 
the davits; the deck fittings were swept over- 
board. ‘I'he engines could avail nothing; the 
vessel lay helpless. completely at the mercy of 
the elements. After some time, an enormous 
volume of water, much heavier than the. seas 
which had preceded it, came down with full 
force over the forward cargo hatches; they 
gave way and water found its way into the 
ship’s hold. The vessel was doomed, and the 
crew had no means at hand wherewith to save 
themselves from a watery grave. The steamer 
gradually filled, and, suddenly, with a galp, sank 
beneath the dark waters. Those aboard 
were sucked down with the vessel. 
except, of course, the Chinaman who was 
the sole survivor. He managed to cling 


to the fore-and-aft bridge which, when the 
vessel disappeared from view, was left floating 
on the surface. After nina days—too bitter, 


almost, to contemplate—clinging to this 
wreckage, he was picked up by the crew of a 
Japanese schooner which had also beep lost in 
the typhoon. This crew, however, more 
fortunate than the poor men on the Finsbury, 


had been able to take to the boats, After three - 


days in the boat, the men landed: on 
one of the small islands of the Japanese group, 
After some time un the island, the sole survivor 
of the Finsbury was couveyed ina steamer to 
one of the Japanese ports, from whence the 
Chinese Consul had him sent to Shanghai. 
After three weeks in hospital at Shanghai he 
returned to Hongkong, arriving on the 22nd 
inst, 
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MASONIC AFFAIRS. 
PERSEVERANCE LODGE. 

Perseverance Lodge, 1,165 E. C., held thei 
installation on the loth inst. Officers for the 
year 1904 are :—Worshipful Master, Wor. Bro. 
. H. Hinds; Immediate Past Master, Wor. 
Bro. A. H, Bottenheim, Senior Warden, Bro. 
C. A. D. Melbourne; Junior Warden, Bro. 
BE. H. Sharp; Treasurer, Bro. P. H. Holyoak; 
Secretary, bro, H. Arthur; Senior Deacon. Bro. 
W. A. Sims; Junior Deacon, Bro. E. A. 
Bonner; Dir. of Ceremonies, Bro, C. P. Chater 
Organist, Bro, H. Hursthouse ; Steward, Bro. 
F. RB, smith; Steward, Bro. P. K. Knyvett; 
Inner Guard, Bro. A, BR. Lowe ; Tyler, Bro. J. 
Vanstone. . ; 

At a banquet after the installation, the 
following toasts were given:—T'he King and 
the Craft, H.k.H., the Moat Worshipfal Grand 
Master and the Grand Lodge of England, the 
District Grand Master: and Officers of the 
District Grand Lodge of Hongkong aud South 
China, Sister Lodges and Visitdra, the Weor- 
shipful Master, Wives, cisters, Danghtersand 
Sweethearts of Masons, all Poor and: Distressed 
Masons. Se : oe 

LODGE EASTERN SCOTIA, dn 

The Right Worshipfal- Deputy. District 


Grand Master of Hongkong and South: Chins, 


The Earopeans having / 
been only on the vessel for five weeks or so, and 
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the :Rt. Wor. Bry. E. CU. Hay, on the 19th 
inst. installed Wor. Bro. C: F. Fooken as 
B.W.M: of Lodge Eastern Scotia, 923 &.C. 
(Kowloon), in succession to Wor. Bro. W. C. 

Jack, at the Masonic Hall,- Zetland Street, 

Hongkong. The newly installed R.W.M. ia- 

vested his officers.as follows :—Depute Idaster, 
- Wor. Bro. H. B.' Bridger; Substitate Master, 

Wor. Bro, P, D.' Hyett; Wor. Sen. Warden, 

Bro, J. W. Graham: Wor. Jun.) Warden, Hro, 

D. Harvie; Secre . Wor. Bro. H. Horley 

Treasurer, Wor. Bro. W. E. Claret; Organist, 

Bro. W. .Orchar ;|Senio® Deacon, Bro, J. J. 

Sibbit; Junior Deacon, Bro. J.. McGlaxban ; 

Ch-plain, Bro, J, |W; Osborne;-Inner Guard, 
’ Bro. R. Wilson; Director of Ceremonies, Bro. 
C. Fittock; Stewards, Bro. C. T. Letton, Bro. 
W. T. Stebbing; Tyler, Bro, Walpole. 

+ After the installation ceremony, the brethren 
proceeded to the banquetting hall downstairs. 
After dinner the following toasts were given :— 
The King and the Craft, proposed by the 
BR.W.M. (National Anthem.) ; the Most Wort 
suipful Grand Magter of the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, preposed|by the R.W.M; the Distric- 
Graud Master und Officers «f: the Distris, 
Grand Lodge of Hongkong and South Chinat 
proposed by the R.W.M; Sister Lodges and 
:, Visitors, proposed jby the W.s.W., Bro. J. W. 
Graham; the Worshipful Master, proposed by 
Wor. Bro. W. C. Jack, 1.P.M,.; Wives, Sisters, 
Daughters and Sweethearts of Masons, proposed 
by the 'yonngest Mason present; Al Poor and 

Distressed Masons, proposed by Bro, the Tyler. 
: VICTORIA . LODGE. 

The Right Worshipful Deputy District 
Grand Master of Hongkong and South China, 
the Rt. Wor. Bro! BE. C. Ray, on the 22nd inst. 
installed Wor. Bro. C. W. ouguetas R. W. M. 
of Victoria Lodge, 1,0’6 E.C., Hongkong, in 
succession to Wor| Bro. BE. H. Ray. Wor. Bro. 
Louguet instalied| his officers as follows :— 


Senior Warden, Bro. C.. H. Grace; Junior 


Warden, Bro. W.:C. Barrett; Treasurer, Pro. 
. W. 8. Allen; Sdoretary, Wor. Bro. A. O'’D. 
Gourdin ; Senior [Be Bro. P. W. Goldring ; 


Jusior Deacon, 
Dr. of Ceremonies, Bro. 
Tyler, Bro, J. V; 
Hageiberg. At 


Bro. W. J. G. Whiley; 
J. M. Crago 
ustone ; Steward, Bro, J. 
he banguet the following 
toasts and songs were given :—The King and 
the Craft, -by| the Worshipful Master 
(song, Wor. Bro. |Geo. P. Lammert); H.R.H. 
the Most Worshipful Grand Master and the 
Grand Lodge of England, by the Wor- 
shipful Master (song, Bro.’ C. H. Gruace); 
The District Grand Master end Cflicers of the 
District Grand Lodge of Hongkong and South 
“China, by The rshipful Master (song, Bro. 
Geo. Grimble}; |Sistur Lodges and Visitors, 
by Bro, Senior Warden (recitation, Wor. Bro. 
A. OD. Gourdin); The Worshipful Master, 
by Wor. Bro, jE.) H. Ray (song, Bro. P. W. 
Goldring). . 


VICTORIA 


IGATTA DINNER, 
. Regatta Dinner, held at the 
m the night of the 23rd inat., 
was & great success, a large number of V.1.C. 
members, Besides quite a few visitors, being 
present ; the dining hall, in fot, was just as full 
as it could ba without interfering with general 
comfort. Among those present were Lieut. 
Newman, of the Amphitrite, and Mr. Cummings, 
chief officer jaf the Brilliant; Captain 
Cowlishaw, unfrrtunately, could” ot attend. 
Mr. H. C. Auste} ,secretary of the V.R.C..iu the 
absence of Mr.|A. Chapman, the president. 
presided. When dinner was well advavo-d. 
_ and all were clo Br in headg-ar from ‘Tom 

f 6, 


Newmar, in proposiig 

“ Preaperity of the Club,” coupled with * Health 

to the Secretary,” spoke of the commendable. 

spirit in which dffaire of the club wers managed ’ 

the V.R.C. had/done its level best to promote 

rt. Mr. Hi/C. Austen was referred to 

in the bighest|terms, and Mr. Frank White 

-was a wan worthy of remembrance (loud 
ayplause), Mp, Austen, in responding ! 
‘on. Lehalf of| jthe committee and members ‘ 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


of the V.R.U, thanked Lieut, Noew- 
man for ths way he ‘had tousted . the 
V.B.C. There were no less than 40 members, 
the club being in a most prosperous condition. 
Mr, Frank Lammert. had been elected as the 
new rowing captain, and he hoped dnring-: the 
winter to get up scratch rowing ra-#, The 
athletic sports were to be held in Mars. Bo 
thought the post of hon. secretary of the V.R.C. 
‘well worth having, and he would do the work 
willingly, Mr. Frank White had been secretary 
for nearly three years; when he left Hongkong 
the best wishes of the club would go with bin, 


In analog Mr. Frank White’s health. the |. 
on 


toast was oured with a “Ho's a jolly good 
fellow.” Mr. Frank White said he would always 
experience pleasure in looking back on his 
V.R.C. days. He would: indeed, be very pleased 
to put up a prize for either the aquatic sports, 
athletic sports, or regatte (applause). He had 
been conneoted with the V.R.C., and knew Mr. 
Austen to be a good athl-te (applause) Then 


-Mr. J. J. Leiria, Vice-Consul at Hongkong 


for Portugal, proposed the visitors, making 
a very suitable speech ; Mr, Moller responded. 
The Press was then honoured. Mr. Frank Lam- 
wert toasted the ladies There were no 
ladies present; needless to. say, however, the 
toast was well received. Mr. F. D. Bain 
responded. Answering to the call for a speech, 
Mr. Cummings, chief officer of the Brilliant, in- 
the absence of the captain, spoke for his ship. 
He ref+rred to the company and visi'ors from 
Shanghai as “bloods of the first water.” The 
Brilliaut was the largest sailing-ship under the 
British flag. 
the Brilliant, also answered a call. 
further similar proceedings, 
dispersed. 


fter 
the company 


NOTES FROM [HE BOTANIC 
GARDENS. 


———_@e—_-—_ 

The herbarium attached to the Gardens has 
recently been enriched by the pre entation from 
Staff-Surgeon C, G. Mathew (H.M.S. Eclipze) 
of collections of dried plants from Ningpo, 
Weihaiwei, Corea, and Japan, The specimens 
are carefully ohosan and very well preserved, 
and the collector is to be congratulated on 
making so valuable an addition to the Colonial 
herbarium. 

In the Index Flor Sinensis there are tixteen 
species of calanthe recorded, and four species 
are found in Hongkong. One of these, Calanthe 
gracilis, is now flowering in the No. 3 house, 
where it is represented by two specimens, one 
of which bears one scape and the other four. It 
is a showy orchid, but it is interesting as it 
has been recorded from the Khasia Hills in 
addition to Hongkong. In the latter place it 
may be found growing on moist rocks on Mount 
Parker, 

Roses and camellias in the Gardens have now 
a quantity of bloom on them, and should prove 
attractive for some time to come. ee 

A very fine Bauhinia is in flower in the new 
garden near the deer-pen, It is a much finer 
species than Bauhinia purpurea, which was on 
flower a short time ago, and the flowers differ 
structurally from that plaut, The-colour is of 
a deep rose-purple excepting the lower petal, and 
bas a large claret:coloured blotch on it. The 
individual flowers are 5 inches across and are | 
abundantly produced in large terminal corym 
b se pauicles- : 

Now that the deflciency of seats in the new 
garden ls been remedied visitors will be able 
to enjoy with more comfort some of the lovely 
views of the harbour and Glenealy which are to 
be seen from there, particularly where the 
undergrowth in frent of the seats has been 
cleared for the purpose. 


The Secretary of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company informs ns that at 
the 63rd annual meeting of the company, which 
was to be held on the llth December, the 
directors, after pro:idi g for the usual dividend 
at the rute of 5 per cent, per anuum on the 
preferred stock, would recommend a dividend 
on the deferr d stock cf 64 per cent, for the six 
moths, and 4 bonus of 8 per cent., making, with 
the interim d vidend of 34 per cent. paid in 
June, a total distribution on the deferred stock. ' 
-of 13 per cent, of the year. 


-pector-in his general duties, which have 


Mr. Rogers, an app entice from |- 


| Mortuary, and 


WORK OF THE ‘PLAGUE STAFF. 
7 -_-s- -— : x . 

A ps laid before the Legislative 
Gounoll gesteniay dealing with the ‘work of the 


plague staff from 22nd August to 6th November, 


1903. It wns to the following effect :—. 
Heartta Distaiots I & 11.—Staff.—1 ins 

tor, 2 foremen, 2 rat-collecting coolies, 4 case-re- 

moving coolies. One foreman assists the. In- 


made-up of the following items :— 
Inspections of honses for 
rat runs, defective ground ; 
surfaces, &c., we ot G47 visits. 
Removal of sick and dead,.:.. 39 
Service of notices, we 269 
Disinfeotions, Pree 
Prosecotions, ...> 1.0... 2 
Miscellaneous, ... ... .. 47 © 


<3 1,006 
Th, other. foreman supervises the {wo rat- 
ce lfecting col es-who visit 2U0 sites of rat-traps 


been 
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per, lay and change 50 traps per day. The case- 4 


removing coolies have removed tu the Mortuary 
25 dead bodies and to the Hospital-1 sick person 
during this time. . 

Hearts Districts III & IV.--Staff.—l 


inspector, 2 foremen, 2 rat-collecting coolies’ 84 


Work done by the inspector with the assistance 
of one foreman :— . i 
- Visits re rat-rans, défective con- 
cretes, ef0. ... ... . ve 798 
Visits to houses where there are 
dead bodies ... ... 13 
Service of notices... ... 315 
Disinfections... ... : 
Miscellaneous 16 


1,147 


Theo rat-collecting coolies’ work and that of qne 
foreman has been similar to that done in Health 
Districts i ¥1I-. er 
HeaLttH Districts V & VI.—Staff asin 
Health Districts ILI.& IV.—Work done by 
Inspector with one foreman :— 
Visits re rat-ruos and defentive 
\ ground surfaces ... 
Visits re dead bodies, ... 
Service of notices .., 
Disinfeotions... oat 
Miscellaneous... ... 


eee 


7 
277 
eee «| 

150 
The duties of the remaining foreman and the 
rat-coolies have been he same as in the pre- 


viously mentioned districts. 
- Beauty Disteicts V0 & VIII.—Staff.—1 


inspector for the two districts, also 2 foremen -— 


and 2 rat-collecting coolies, 1 temporary in- 
spector at the Disinfecting Station, l clerk for 
Disinfecting Station, 1 temporary foreman for 
removal of ‘sick, 17. artisans, 29 coolies, 5 fore- 
men, 16 temporary case-rem ‘ving coolies,—The 
work doue by the Inspector with the as-istance 
of one foreman comprises the tollowing items :— 
Service of notices... ... | 27U 
‘Visits re rat-runs, defective concrete, 
ete... 0. wee eee BER 
Visits re limewashing of godowns ~ 85 
Miscellaneous inspections ... ... 48 
jek! 1.265 
The Temporary Inxpector. is employed the 
whole day at the Disinfecting Station, there 
being no permanent Inspector now in charge 
thers since the departure of Inspector Allen on 
leave. The Clerk's time is taken up in attend-. 


ing to the telephones and in helping to keep. . 


registers. The temporary foreman. for the 
removal of cases has superintended the removal 
of 7-patients to monly al in Districts 3 to 10. - 
When not employéd in the work~he has to. 
superintend the work which the coolies do in. 
the up-keep of the apparatus, The 16 case-. 
removing coolies are «divided as follows :—8. 
allotted to the Tung Wah Hospital for remov-< 
ing cases to .hospifal and bodies to, the. 
Mortuary from the hospital,'4 removing bodies 
and cases from the Districts 3-10 to..the 
visit the Italian - Conyen 
daily to repidve. bodies. | 

also assist “Ep coavering. 

the Disinfector and clean:all ambular 

dead carts after use. They have. removed 
bodies from the Tung Wah Hospital,.7.-fro: 
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TX & X.—Staff. 1 in- 


Visit re rat-rans and defective oon- 
crete, etc., Seen tae OR 
Boervice of notices (rats)... ... | 
. - p }r40 
- 7 » -(oonorete)... J - 
Tnspeotions of dead bodies... ... 16 
Visits to tanks and bath-houses in 
_ His Excelléteoy’s block, daily” 
and Misvellaneous Visits... .. 
1,047 
The inspection and {cleansing of the boats is 
also supervised by the inspector. The other 
foreman's d tho rat-coolies do the same work a8 
in other districts. The 6 boatmen—3 to each 
boat—remove bodies to the Plague Cemetery 
and store and clothing to and from the Disin- 
fecting Station and Kowloon. 
Gearru Disteicrs XI. & XII.—Staff. 
1 inspector, 2 foremep, 3 rat-coolies. 3 artisans, 
] Chinese foreman, 11 Chinese coolies. The 
work ,done by the [papector with one of his 
forémen cow prises : 
Visits re rat-rans and defective é 
coucrete, ete ain “ade: 8 
Disinfections : 
Service of notice ies a8 
Examination of dead bodies. 
Removal of sick and dead «. «.. 


: 1,021 

In addition the inspedtor attends the Mortuary 
daily and superiatends its cleansing and that 
of the stores avd quarters at Kowloon, (ne 
foreman and the 3rat-coolies have baén employed 
daily as already mentioned. The 3 artisans, 1! 
coolies and 1 foremin' have had 9 disinfections 
to earry out an. in addition have had to supply 


- the lavuur for removing bodies to and from the 


Mortuary, the sick to hospital, the cleansing of 
the Mortuary daily and the quarters and store- 
rooms at Kowloon. 
@ENERAL STATEMENT OF WOBK DONE FROM 
NOVEMBEK 6 {TILL DECEMBER 1, 
This work bag been similar in character to 
that mentioned tape but in addition the 


plague inspectors haye sapervised the general 
cleansing of the floors in Victoria and Kowloon, 
while the staff of coolies has been: chiefly em- 
ployed in the distribution of soap solution to 
the people, cleansing empty floors and looking 
after ths water- anks and boilers used in 
connectiun with ths cleansiug. The work of the 
artisans during thig time has been of the same 
character as las o recorded before. The 
following table show the number of visits paid 
by the inspecto:s aa the numbar of floors which 
have been cleansed! pnder their supervision in 
Victoria and Kowlean :— . 
Visits of inspeotion for rat-rans 
and defective round surfaces .. 812 
.. 463: 


Disinfections ..{ ... a. 
Removal of sick and dead 
Inspections of houses cleansed by 
the people 
cleansing scheme 


~~ -- 
Cauton, 19th December. 
[ FROM OUR OWN ©: RRESPONDEDT. | 
THE REGATTA. 

Tho first day of the Canton Regatta passed 
off very pleasantly.| A large number of specta- 
tors were present |throughout, and. b-antifal 
weather was enjoyed, while the surface of the 
water was anruffled by auy breeze, except during 
the earlier races The result of. the Interna- 
tional Fours was a great disappointment to the 
supporters of the Union Jack. The British 
crew was beaten by 34 lengths, The Germaus 


/  gotaway with a slightly better-sfart than their 
= opponents, and, taking the lead. a I 
| thefinish with a stroke of 30 to the British 27. 
. No ather result wa 

‘know, “for, owing-{to. the retirement, through 


s-expevted by. those iv the 


crooking " of No, 2 on: Wednesday, an-entirely 


wi band was rowiug in the boat. -In your ent cart here. The oth-r reason that could 
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“t oannot easily be an<wered. 


 Sorcospenasoks ¢ .nion, however, the Grermans 


would bave pull 
smaller margin. 

The Hong Pairs were wen dy the represeata- 
tives of Measra Arnhold Karberg, who defeated 
Messra Vareone & Co. by 6 lengths. The 
latter crew, however, won the International 
‘Pairs by 3 lengths, defeating British Colonials 
(an Australian and « Canadian). The British 
were unable to enter for this race owing 
to the illness of their stroke at the last moment. 
‘The Soulls were won by Mr. Imhoof. who 
walked awav from his opponent. The Double 
Scnlls,with lady cox, were won by Mra, Grantand 
Messrs. Leslie and Purnell, who rowed over the 
conree, their opponents having seratched. The 
best race of the afternoon was the last, that 
between the Club and Committee, avery close 
thing and well contested. Bad steering on the 
part of the Club cox lost his-boat some ground, 
and the Committee won. - . 

Ha)f-a-dosen launches, and as many house- 
boats, together with two- large flower-boats, 
conveyed spectators to the scene. Refreshmentg, 
were provided by the Club on one of the flower- 
boats. sud-everything was done both by the Club 
and private individuals to make the afte: noon 
asuccess. The races were started by Mr. Sutton, 
of the I M. C., while Mr, Hug acted as judge 
aod Mr. Mayas umpire. ‘To these officials. and 
to Messrs Gilchtist, Pustau, and Sutton (Ses, 
of the Club), is due the success of a most enjoy- 
able afternoon. , 


off the race anyhow, but bya 


Canton. 20th December. 
THE BEGATTA, 

The weather on the second day of the regatta 
was not as propitious as if bad be-n on the first. 
A boisterous north wind interfered with the 
comfort of performers and spectators alike. 
Chief interest was centred on the Interport 
avent,in which an interesting race Was witnessed. 
It had been arringed that the winners of the 
International race and Mr Imhoof’s crew 
should compete against Hongkong. The race 
was rowed af, 2 p.m., and as anticipated the 
Hongkong B.C. orew won by 24 lengths, 
although their No, 3 was unwell. The Germans 
were beaten by “mhoof’s crew by 14 lengths, 
while the V.B.C. did not finish, their stroke 
“capturing a huge crustacean” when half the 
distance had been covered. ‘Ihe form of the win- 
nerswas much admired Koehler won from Kua- 
tzel in the Soulls race by a distance. There 
were no other races of any pacticalar inter sab 
In the gig race, for which there were 6 eutries 
Arohold Karberg’s crew won, The barber boats 
with the same number of entries, caused some 
amusement, The barber boat isa kind of dug-out, 
and ‘requires considerable practice to steer 
properly. This race was woo by Gater from 
Destelan. In the Double Sculls Hongkoug 
scratched, as Rouse was‘ un Well. and Canton 
rowed over. The Cantoa Fours were won by 
Tmhoof's crew easily, as their opponen's had 
not rowed together before. The final race of 
the afternoon was the Canton Double Sculls, won 
by Allers and Kuntzel (3 and stroke in the Ger- 
man boat). The interval between the races was 
too long, but apart from this the second day 
wasas enjoyad'e as the first. It is hoped that 
the regatta will become aa annual affair. 


————— 
PAKHOL. 
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_ [FROM OUB CORRESPONDENT.) 


14th December. 
JUNKS FOR THE STRAITS. 

The annual appearance of junks to load for 
the Straits is represented this year by uo less 
than eleven vessels, and it is said that three 
more will arrive in a faw days to swell the 
number. Favoured -by the north-east monsoon, 
which has already set ip, these traders are con- 


-fident that they will reach their destination 


within a fortnight, The balk of the cargo 
carried by these vessels’ consists usually of 
earthenware and iron pans, Five of the junks 
have already left, and the others will,follow ina 
short time. As a rule three or four saie 
together. Why such a8 large amount of 
tonnag* is not orrried in foraign bottoms 
and propelled by stea:a is a question that. 

Maybe the long- 
discussed “preferential duty” plays * promin- 


& 


ERIS SOSTG RARER OAC 


be advanced is. that, considering. the fragf a 
nature of the goods generally cartio’ Ux thease. ~ 
janks, the liability of breakage is lesq on hoard - 
them than on board stesmers.. $e 
_ FATAL. BXPLOBION. ae 

A fatal accident happonedin the harbour about: 
11 am. on the 12th instant, An qld. piece of 
ordnance burst on board @ jank, killing twa 
men and iajuring two others. The ciroaaty. 
stances in connection with the accident are as 
follow. ‘The gin was, ‘apparently, one of the 
ordiuary 12-pounderg we used to see on the 
decks of junks—-an obsolate weapon that 
probably has seen its days. of active service, but 
sinca left to rust for nobody knows for how 
long in some obscure corner. It had bean 
hoisted on board: the jank ‘again for active 
service, and for the parpose of} testing it as to 
its usefulness, an ordinary charge of gunpowder 
was rammed in, but on firing, it burst. 

THE NEW PREFECT. = 

Kwok Chi Chum, the Prefeot of Limchow, ‘> 
has gone into mourning owing to the desth of. 
his mother, and he will have to relinquish his 
office in consequence 88 soon .4s his successor 
arrives, who, it is mentioned, will be. an. 
official named Chi Ham Yét, This gentleman, - 
I am informed, was formerly a weiyuen in 
Pakhoi some ten years ago. ; 
PORT ARTHUR. 


- —_—- « ~ 

[FROM OUR OWN CORBESPONDENT.] 
Port Arthur, 8 h December. — 

THR PORT. ARBTHUR NAVAL CLUB. 

One of the centres of civilisation in Port 
Arthur is the Naval Club where naval officers - 
of all nafions, visitors passing throurh, and 
foreign residents, who comply with the usual | 
formalities, are treated with great hospitality 
by the Russian naval officers, It is difficult to. 
exaggerate the kindness the non-Russian meat 
with here, The Boglishman is expecially weit. 
treated and is especially ablo to feal himself at 
home on acconnt of the large numbers of 
offiears who speak perfec’ English, and of the. 
friendly. feeling towar.ls Bagland that ¢e nerally 
prevails. : 

There is a Ladies’ Day once a week, on which 
occasion foreign ladies attend, and there is danc- 
ing; and once a week there is a'sort of family 
dinner at which all the officers and their wives 
ait down toeat together. It is difficult to realise 
the extent to which these two little “ fixtures” 
of the week contribute towards raising the tone 
of society in. Port Arthur and exercising & 
galutary iofluence all aronnd. It ‘is difficult, 
indeed, to imagine the moral condition to which 
this fortress m‘ght soon be reduced (miad, I-am 
not saying that it is perfect as it is) if “the 
influence of the wives, sisters, and daughters of 
the officers was withdrawn. Where such an 
enormous number of men “ bursting ” almost, if 
I may use the expression, with vitality and high 
spi-itsis gathered together in one place, regret- 
table excessesare bound to resultif a civilising-in- 
fluence is not exerted by woman; and therefore 
I think that Port Arthar is very lacky in having 
within its circle of batteries so many of the fair 
sex, and that it is to be regretted that all the 
officers now coming out have. been forbidden to 
take their wives with them on account of the 
Jack of accommodation here, Even now, how- 
ever, Port Arthur holds a high, if not the 
highest, plac? in the Far Kast for the beauty of 
its womankind. ‘This fact is not surprising 
considering that no city in Asia has such a large~ 
proportion of its population Hnuropeans, and 
consideriur also that the climate is dry and 
bracing—a real “ white man’s” climate ag 
they say—and therefore more favourable to 
the preservation of female beauty than that 
of Caloatta or Singupore. However that 
may be, my own melancholy reflectiens in 
Port Arthur have convinced me that, in Russia 
at all eve: ’s, the soldiers and th- sa lors got 
tha pick of the ladies. The same view seems 
to be entertained by other anthorities —per 
more competent to jadge than myself was 
showing a newspaper correspondent froyi Pok- 
in ronad town the other day and he waxed 
anthaaiastic over the numoer of fair dames we 
met, bat, as he came from Peking, his views 


‘ought not perhaps to hava mach weight attached 


to them If Port Arthur were not such an 
expensive place to live in aod such “an awfal: 


- 4 


.’ QHINA OVEREAND, TRADE 


foe : 
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REPORT. 


iy | 


@ operations of such! 
only. mention the fact 


almost as soon as they come ont. Heturning to 
the ‘main question, I! ghall prophesy that Port 
Arthar bus every prospect of being quite a beaati- 
fal and remarkable city in some ten years’ time. 
Tts buildings will be fine, its climate will bs as 
bracing #2 it is now and its sanitation better, it 
will have a viceregal’ court.—probably more 
splendid. than anything outside of India ; and 
ita harbour will have by. that time become very 
much better than it -iy at present. A large 
number of globe-trofters and Far Eastarn 
-residents will also undoubtedly pass through it 
on their way to and from Europe. his 
desirable consummation would have been 
brought much nearer if so much money had not 
‘been spent on Dalny: pad thus diverted from 
Port. Arthur: 

; A GaRdtson CLUB. 


Besides the Naval Clab there is also a 
- Garrigon Club where private theatricals are 
frequently given, and the Officers’ Club that 
is now being built in New Town will, I 
- thiak, be one of the handsomest things of 
its kind.in the Far Hast. It will cost about 
£50,000 sterling and will be sumptuously 
fitted up in every way, 90 that it will in 
fact be a regular palace in whose halls the 
highest. of the Russian nobility might—gnd 
‘undoubtedly will—give and be given enter- 
itainments without auy incongruity. Taking 
it. all round, Port Arthur promises to’ be a 
magnificent social centre in a short time. 
PORT ARTHUR IN 1903. 

This is the title of an article whick Colonel 
Artemeieff writes in the Novi Krat of 
Sunday . last. Thea Colonel takes a broader 
view of the question than one might have 
expected of a mililary man, for he thinks 
that now that Port Arthur has ceased to 
be a mere camp and become a busy commercial 
centre something should be done towards 
giving it the privil-ges enjoyed by other 
Russian towns and letting the com- 
mercial class have a greater voica in mani- 
cipal coucerns. The Colonel does not, of 
course, say. that Port Arthur shonld be 
governed in exactly the same way as a 
Russian town. Ilts {peculiar posiuion necas- 
sarily requires some alteration in the manicipal 
regulations in vogue in Russia, Th- two points 
.on which the Colonel iusizts are: (1) the 
necessity of changing the present regulations 
concerning the rights of election possessed. by 
householders ; and (2) the necessity of appoint- 
dag civilians to administer municipal affuirs as 
in the West. The writer does not think that 
the foreign element is to ba feared; on the 
«ontrary, be says thal its co-operation in muni- 
cipal affairs cannot bpt be for the great good of 
the town. “Finally,” |he asks, “is the population 
of Port Arthur. on the whole, of a worse type 
than the population) of Shanghai; and, if-it is 
not of a worse typ¢, why not have popular 
Government here.as Well as in Shanghai P” 


THE MANCHURIAN HIGHWAYMEN. . 

Ap oxpedition, organiged by the General Staif 
‘hero against the Manchurian highwaymen who 
have been proviog |troublesome: of late, has 
proved successful. “The scene of the operations 
was the Liao River:and the Chinese wera under 
the command. of “Messieurs. Talen-Sana aad 
Falen-hoa he fourth part of a brigade “toox 
part in the operatiins. In an action at the 
- village of Vafin, the Highwaymen were com- 
pletely defeated. The Russjan loszes were foor 
killed and ten wounde |, one officer being in the 
latter category. According to the official state- 
ment of the local (‘hinese administration, the 
bandits lost acout two handred killed and about 
as many wounded. . This heavy loss ‘on the part 
.of the Chinese was dne-to an git attac< being 
made by the Russians and to « panic among the 
bandits. Tulon-Satia lost his right hand, wiijoh 

- Was out off at the west. The expedition did its 
- work with deadly thoroughness. It travelled 
400 versta west of‘ the Liao River, and ofter- 


aA ‘ 


‘wards started on anew chase of the same length ensuing year. 


“ COREAN NOTES. 
_ ee: 

[PROM AN OCOASIUNAL CORRESPONDSNT, | after paying: ch . 
‘ning expenses, and mski rovision oe 
for auditors’ fees, aupant  .0$41,315 66 

To which has to be added: the balan a 


| 
Mokpo, lst December. 
brought forward from last sccount 8,890.13, 


The commander of the Corean soldiera at 
Wijn who assaulted two Japanese there has sent 
a formal. apology snd punished the offenders. 
Also it was promised that compensation should 
be paid to the injured Japanese. 

As the result of the protest lodged by the 
Japanese Minister in seoul with regard to the 

revention by the Rnesians of the landing of 
Mr. Hagiwara at Yong-ampho, the Russian 
reprimanded the Russian lumber 
was responsible 


$15,205.79 

‘And from this haa to be deducted 

_ remuneration to general managers 

(5 per cent, on gross earnings) ... 4,380.89: 
Leaving available for'appropriation .. $40,825.40¢ 

Your general managers and consulting. 
committee recommend: that a dividend of $ 
er share be paid fo shareholders, absorbing 
$25,000 ; that $5,000 be writen. off rolling stooks, 
and $1,541.82 off stations and shelters; .that 
$5,100 be transferred to permanent reserve, and 
the balance, viz, $4,283.58, be carried to new 
profit and loss account. 


* CONSULTING. COMMITTER. 

Mr. J. Orange having resigned, Mr. R, K.. 
Leigh wus invited to fill the vacancy, and 
accepted a seat on the Board. In accordance 
with Rule 15 of the company’s articles of 
association, the present members, Mr. C. Ewens, 

| the Hon. C W. Dickson, and Mr. R. K Leigh 
| retire, but, being eligible, offer th emselves i 
re-election. 


Minister 
company's représentative, who 
for the illegulity. 

Under the secret instruction of Yikon- 
thak, Corean Minister of War, a Corean officer 
bas left Seoul for Port Arthur. His mission 
is supposed to ba connected with the engage- 
men of Russian troops in Corea. 

Reports of various arrog int acts of Russians 
in Northern Corea are daily received here. 

The Corean Court is reported to have failed 
in its intention to borrow from Viceroy Alexieff 
200 troops as palace-guards. 


HUNGKONG HIGH-LEVEL TRAM- 
WAYS CO., LD. 


RDINARY GENERAL MEETING. 

The nineteenth ordinary general meeting of 
the shareholders of the above Company was held 
at the registered offices of the Company, 38 and 
40, Queen's Road Central, at noon yesterday, for 
the parposa of receiving the report of the gene- 
ral managers together with a statement of 
accounts for the year ending 30th November, 
1903. Those present were Mr. Hart Buck 
(chairman) and Messrs. Ifeory Humphreys, 
C. Ewens, A. H. Mancell, G. Murray Bain, 
R. K, Leigh, W. H. Gaskell, J. A. Tarrant, 
J. M. Wong, and J. L. Cotter (secretary). 

Cha CHAIRMAN :—Gentlemen, As you have 
doubtless saen the report and atatement «f ac- 
counts. [ will with your permission consider them 
ag read, [am pleased to say that oar business 
during the last financial year has been as good 
as before and that we are in a position to pay 
an increased dividend. The improvements to thu 
Station at the Upper Terminus have been com- 
pleted and have given general satisfaction. : 
As youars of course aware, our capital, $125,000, 
does not in any way represent. the value of our [ z sETS. 
property; in fact if at the present {ime wo were | Permanent way, concessi n and deed of ia 'G08 
to construct a similar line with the same kind of | Sioa Or ae pole are a buildings 5 eng.08 
buildings at the various stations, I think we Galeud Sots 1,317, 1,8'2, 1,833, 1.334, ” 
should require a capital of at least $590,010, | 1,335, 1,353 and R. B, lot 86) ......0.+ 
which would naturally reduce our present sub- - Rolling stock ...------.---e-er ee 
stantial dividend to.r comparatively insignificant | Furniture account ‘ sichageens 
one. I might add that in view of the fact that | Conls and stores © and 
almost all the building sites in the Peak district | Ayo eS Bank 
are now built upon we must lonk to the visitors) Ggah and compradore’s orders 
passing through the Colony for any fature im-|° “in hand .......0e---p.ceeee 
provement in our returos. Before moving” the : : 
adoption of the report and statement of 
accounts I shall be pleased to. gnsawor aay’ 
questions. - a ‘ - _ 

There being no questions, the Chairman moved 
that the report aad statement of accounts be 
adopted. con ~- : . : 

Mr, G. Musray Bar- :—Gentlemen, I have 
great pleasure in seconding that the report | 
and-acceunts be adopted. I think shareholders 
will. agreo that the company is in a most 
satisfactorv.condition. financially and otherwise. 
The. general managers deserve the «greatest 
praise for the way in which they have managed 
the working of the business during the year. 

Mr. Henry Humphreys proposed. Mr. 
‘A. H. “Mancell seconded; and it. was agreed. 
that Mr. C. Ewens, the Hon: C.. W. Divkgon,- 
and Me. R: ‘K. Leigh, be re-elecied, members 
of the consulting committee. - ean 

‘Che- Chairman proposed; Mr. R. K. Leigh 
seconded, and it was agreed that Mr. Pottsand. 
Mr. Gaskell be re-slectéd auditors -fur the 


AUDITORS. 

In the absence of Mr. Fullerton Henderson: 
from the Colony, the accounts have been audited 
by Mr. W. H. Potts and Mr. W. H. Gaskell. 
Mr. Potts and Mr. Gaskell offer themselves for 
re-e ection. é : 

Joun D Hompueeys & Sow, 
General Managers. 
Hongkong, 12th December, 1903. 


The accounts are as follows :— 


BALANCE-SHEET, 
For the year ending 80th November, 1903. 


LIABILITIES. 

Cavital account: 1,250 =hare: 
{ fully paid uo ....... ... 

Permanent reserve fund ..........0008 

| Unclaimed dividends... ........ 

| Local and general liabilities ...... 0. +... 

! Profit and loss: brought forward $1,890.13 

{ Profit and loss: for curreut year 41,315.66 

———— 45,205.79 


$201,606.09 


6. 
3 of $190 each, 
lersnavecesave see 1°5 000,00: 
25,000.00 
$40.00 
1,060.30 


ABSET GQ. 


1,873.50 . 
— ——_ 30,966.79 


$291,606.L9° 
———ed 


fee 


.f- = * 


To charges.....,:..- 
To ¢-als and store 
To rates. Crown rent & 


To office rent.and clerks’ salaries ..........° 03 
To balance.....° se ceeeceeeee ced eee cree cers 


*- Cre ; a : 7 
‘By amoust brought forward from last year 
By transfer fega2tyn.......4 Le 


eee erry 
By traffic reas ts ts jaar: 
By interest a sehee 
By ‘ateel rails? Sree 


re of the native domest 


‘STEAM LAUNDRY CO, LD. 


The frat annual mee ing of the shareholilers 
_ip the Steam Baundry|Company, Limited, 
held omthg 12st ult. ‘af the Works, the registered 
- office of thé company, Causeway Bay, next door 
to Kenriedy’s Stables; | Mr. W. Hatton Po 
the company’s chairman, presided, and thére 
- were also - present | ;Messrs. D. E. Brown 

(Director), C. Mooney| (Secretary), F. G. Allen 
(Manager), Mak Fuk, and Li Yuk, 
~The. Secretary ~hayidg read the notice 
_ convening the meeting, 

-  |Dhe ‘Chairman said :—With your concur 
<renoe, L propose to dispense with the reading of 
the report of the board and the statement of 
- egccounts, which have been in your possession 
for several days. ou are aware, this com- 

ny is the successor;of the Hongkong Steam 
‘“dundry Company; |Limited, regis'ered in 
Angust, 1900, whose lasse(s and liabilities we 
-1o0K over on the Ist |June, 1902, the share- 
~ holders in the old company receiving 
in exchange for their ten dollar share 
one of five dollars |in this company, and 
those of us who were members of the old 
company have had, like many other share- 
“holders in local industries, to pay for our 
ah fa by the loss of haif of our capital ; 
‘and .under these circumstances we are the 
more pleased that we are now in a position 
to recommend a dividend of 8 per cent. or 
4 per cent. on our original investment, 
With re to: jrepairs and renewals 
($8,534.47), this may seem large for one 
year’s work, but you must remember that 
work has been carried on continuously since 
September, 1900, and! it was only during the 
~ period covered by the|account now before yeu 
that the machinery} began to wear out, and 
_repairs and reaewals became necessary, 
thoagh we believe they will always be a large 
item, so much of the plant being constantly 
wet, tbe washing {machines in particular 
soon deteriorating. : |From the formation of 
our . predecessor we} have had innumerable 


difficultiés to contend|with, one of the principal 


being accommodation, the present building 
being badly design | and much too small, with 
no ground for drying in the open. The water 
supply was also a cause of great inconvenience 
and anxiety, it being impossible during the 
last two winters |to obtain sufficient for 
our requirements during the one or two hours 
it was supposed to be turned on in the town 
mains, but, fortunately, after purchasing for 
some little time from water boats, we struck a 
good flow of water 
‘compound, Another trouble was and continues 
’ to be, though in a legsened degree, the unrea- 
sonable claims put forward by some of our 
patrons for loss or damage, which if en- 
tertained would probably: have caused the 
closing of the works.. Some people seem 
to have an idea; that because we are a 
company . nothing should go. wrong, for- 
-gotinl or indifferent to the fact that we have to 
depend oa the native workman who has to be 
educated to our system, and his work closely 
supervised to ensure his natnral tendency to fold 
up without remark a damaged or soiled article 
which is in many ciges returned in a condition 
that brings discredit on the Laundry, it being 
quite impossible fot |the sorters to open up and 
inspect every articla out of a daily washing of 
four or five thousand pieces. It hasbeen through 
constant worry and persistent effort that theabove 
‘mentioned trubles have been partly overcome 
and we are able to show the present results We 
can congratulate ontselves that ours is, as far 
-as we are aware, the only steam laundry in the 
F.° Bast that haa survived native opposition, which 
always carries with it the pecuuiary sympathy 
hae ic, and the fact that we have 
carry on mukes it evident that the 
thods and the pubctuality 
\ppreciated, and that our 


able to 
jiness of our mp 


the wells sunk in our | 
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period last year, and with an increase in cur 
y. lar, ehipeets this year should show. 
better ta, fore moving the adoption. 
of the report and accounts I shall be pleased ot- 
answer any questions. There.being no ques- 
ons, I beg to proposethat the report and 
accounts as presented be ; 

Mr. D. BE. Brown seconding, it was unani- 
mously carried. : 

On the proposal of Mr. Mooney, seconded by - 
Mr. Alle:i, Mr. Brown, the retiring director, 
was re-elected. _ ; 

The re-election of Mr, A. O’D. Gourdin as 
auditor.of the company was agreed to, on the 

roposal e chairman, seconded by Mr. 
rown. 

The Chairman then intimated that that was 
all the business before the meeting and that 
dividend wacrants would be sent out to share- 
holders next day. 


SUPREME COURT. 
—_—____—_»——___—_ 
Friday, 18th December. 


In CrIMInaL JURISDICTION. 


Brrozs His Honove Siz WiLLIAM 
M. GoopMAN (CHIEF JUSTICB). 


ALLEGED DEFILEMENT OF A GIRL. 

Li Tsoi was brought up on a charge of defile- 
ment of a girl under 16 years of age, ; 

The Attorney-General, Hon, Sir Henry’. 
Berkeley, who appeared for the Crown (instructed 
by Mr. F. B. L. Bowley, Crown Solicitor) 
stated that since.the indictment was filed 
hs had had a communication from the Principal 
Civil Medical Officer which put it beyond 
doubt that the girl was above the age. He 
therefore did not propose to proceed further 
with the case. He believed his friend Mr. 
Pollock had been instructed to defend. 

The prisoner was discharged. 

-In connection with the same case-Chu Kia 
was brought up on a charge of having suffered 
a girl under age to be carnally known on her 
premises. 

The Attorney-General stated that he desired | 
to pursue the same course with regard 
to this woman as had been followed in regard | 
to the previous case. . 

Chu Kin having been called up, his 
Lordship formally discharged her, remark- 
ing that he understood she kept a sly brothel 
and, although she was discharged in this par- 
ticular case, she must be very careful what she. 
was about; otherwise she. would get into trouble. 
‘There was no doubt that she kept voung girls 
on her premises. _ 

The prisoner was discharged. 

- THE CHARGE AGAINST SERGT. LES. 

Sergeant J. F. Lee was brought op ona 
charge of manslaughter in convection with 
the accidental shooting of Mr. MacGregor in 
the New Territory. ~ 

“The Attorney-Ureneral said he had come to 
the conclusion, after reading the depositioas, that 
there’ was no ground for -proceeding with the 
prosecution. He accordingly -asked his 
Lordship {o discharge the defendant. 

His Lerdship. disoharged the defendant 
accordingly. He said he had read the de- 
positions and had no doubt that this was an 
accident—a really melancholy accident. It 
was exceptional. There mizht have been some 
carelessness but he was sure that Sergeant 
Lee regretted the event as much as any one 
i Court, soe F 
~The Attorney-General sxid-he hopel his 
Lordship miht add that there was vo stain 
of'auy kind on Sergeant Lea's char-cter. 

His Lordship said he did not think there was 
any stain on Sergeant L-o's character. - It was 
purely an accident—they would ocour some- 
times—and as far'as he could ze from the 


| depositions, although the Magistrate was quite 


right in sending the matter ‘to the. cupreme 
Court for. their decision, he thought there was.no 


-| moral guiltattaching to Sergeant Lee in any way. 


Sergeant Lee was discharged. -. 
; AN UNDESIRABLE. - 
Lam’ Hing’s name appeared: on. the list as 
having retarned froui banishment. ; 
The Attorney-Gederal stated thut since the 
defendant had been committed for trial it ‘had 


7 {December 28; 
beet discovered that he was a British’ subj 
having been born in the New Territory. ~°.°.”. 

The Chief Justice ‘discharged the man, and. 
added that althongh he was discharged: on. a- 
technical point it was quite olear- that he was an’ 
undesirable character. Otherwise he would not’. 
have’ been banished, As he had the ‘right to 
remain in the colony, his Lordship -hopedvthiat” 
he would amend his ways and be a respectable 
member, -° Ronee "ast tata 

bP Ata ARMED ROBBERY. “:° ° 

Tsoi Lin Lo Cheong and Fang Liu were — 
charged with armed robbery, and Lo Kan Tai 
was charged with receiving stolen goods. 

- They pleaded ‘not guilty. Pe Near oe 

The following jury was empanelled :—Measrs. 
A. Becker, L. A. Bose, A. G. Roberts, A- 
Ritchie, B. W. Terry, P. Plage, and’ G. H. May. 

The Attorney-General said that on 18th 
October seversl’ men with faces blackenep 
entered a boat ut Lochaiwan and stole $50 in - 
money aud a quantity of jewelry, etc. They 
were armed with revolvers and used force in 
dealing with the occupants of the boat Se 

The jury returned a verdict of guilty. ; 

_ The first three prisoners were sentenced to 
five yeare’ imprisonment with hard labour and 
24 strokes of the birch; the fourth was sen- 
tenced to two years’ imprisonment with hard 
labour, — = 

° ' ARMED ROBBERY. aa 

Four Chivese were brought up on a-charge 
of having been concerned in an armed robbery 
at Lochaiwan on the 18th-and. 19th ‘inst: . They 
pleaded not guilty. : : 

The following jury was empanelled :—Messrs. 
A. Berker, A. Rose, A 


The Attorney-General stated that on the - 
evening in question the prisoners with their 
faces blackened boarded the defendant's boat 
and stole the money mentioned in the indict- 
ment as well as some articles of jewelry. 

- The jury found the charge proven, and his: 
Lordship sentenced the accused to two years’ 
imp: isonment with hard labour. 


— 


Saturday, 19th December. 


In OBIGISAL JURISDICTION. 
Brrors His Honove Sin WILLIam 
M. Goopman (CHIEF JUSTICs). 


T80 CHEUNG SHI v. TO SHING. ; 
Judgment. was delivered in the casein which 

Tso Cheung Shi, widow, 162, Queen’s Road 

West, suing as executrix of Tsoi Heung Po 


‘ deceased, claimed from To Shing, 22, Peel 


Street, $28,000 . money received and $12,000: 
damages for breach of contract in respect of the 


.| pailding of two steamships. Hon. H. E. Pollock, 


K.C., (instructed by Mr. F. B. L. ‘Bowley of 
Messrs, Dennys and . Bowley, solicitors), ap- 
peared for the plaintiff ; and Mr, M. W Slade 
(instructed by Mr. C. EH. Beavis, of. Messrs. 
Wilkinson and Grist, solicitors), was for ‘the 
defendant. ~ oes circa 
His Lordship in delivering judgment said 

«This is an action brought by the executriz of : 
the late Tsoi Heaug Po against a shipbuilder 
named To Shing, claiming damages for the non- — 
delivery of s small steam vessel, one of two. 
which he had coatracted to duliver to Tsoi. The 
damages claimed amount to $40,800, namely 
$28,000, being the amount paid by Tsoi to To: 
Shing betweea certain dates on account of the 
vessel, $12,000, representing the difference be- 
tween $28,000 paid and $4).000 for which, it is- 
alleged, the vessel, i delivered according -to 
contract, could have been ‘sdld by Tsoi, and 
$800, representing eortain materials or fiitings, - 
not jncluded ia tie specification, ‘paid for by. 
‘fgoi and used in the steam vessel, the. value of. 
which it is alleged that Tsoi lost hecause the 
vessel was not delivered to-him but to someone 
else, Jt seems that one, Henry Piry, trading” 
as H. Piry and Company, had acquired ce-tain 
conces-ious from the French authorities at’ 
Kwong Chow Wan with regard to opium-end :°. 


‘other commodities, and wished to raise the . 


necessary capital to utilise and develop ‘those _ 
concessions, : and to procure suitable steam: . - 
vessels for '- purposes connected therewith. - 
Accordingly,-he associated -with himself three. - 
Chineeo who could provide - some, at least: 
of thé money required, namely Chan ‘wis. 


A. G. Roberts, Als: 
‘Ritchie, E, W. Terry, P. Plaga and G. H. May. 


GAMO PEE LAN 


“Wan Shipping Comp: 


. Company. (Shares dre then set ont). 
the capitals subscribed h ve been paid up in 


“be made to the builder. 
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Bhang, Tze Lee Ching and Tsoi Heung Po, 
whom I will allude tv ag Tsoi. Their relations 
were not-at first regulated by any partner- 
ship agreement, and whky Simon Daniel Piry, 
the brother of Henry|Piry, came to Hong- 
kong, from Shanghai, about June, 1911, to look 
after matters, presumably in the interests of 
Henry, who was most of the time away manag- 
ing matters at Kwong '@how Wan, he sugyested 
the necessity of having something in writing to 
show the relations of the parties tv each other 
in business. Accordingly, three dvcuments 
were signed by H. Piry and Company—mean 
ing, I presume, H. Pity—and by Chan, Tse 
and Tsoi (whose executrix is bringing this 
action). They are dated 16th July, 1901. I 
quote from the fanitons. The first begins 
by reciting as follows: |‘ Now we have invited 
our companions {o establish the Kwong Chow 


any, Limited, and the 


Kwong.Chow Wan Raw and Prepared Opium 


Company, Limited” Then certain regulations 
are set out. The first was as follows, “Partnors 
of this Company. have| not hitherto made any 
agreement with Piry and Company. Now this 
agreement is made as real proof. The name 
of Piry and Company, or Piry, shall be used in 
doing all business and building steamships,” 
The second reads as follows: ‘All the above 
mentioned business carried on by this Com- 
pany at Canton, Hongkong and Chek Hom 
shall be handed to Piry and Co. to manage 
and carry on, on their behalf. The managers 
of Piry and Company are Chan Yuk Shang 
and Piry.” Various|other regulations followed. 
To read this one wonld suppose it was con- 
templated to form two limited companies under 
the’ Companies’ Ordinances, rather than a 
partnership, bat Mr) Simon Piry deposed that 
this was not so, The other two agreements 
are, respectively, the|regulations of the Kwong 
Chow Wan Shipping Compdny® Limited, 
(as it is called), and of the Kwong Chow 
‘Wen Opium Company, Limited. The first 
four clauses of {the Shipping Company's 
agreement are as follows:—“1l. This Com- 
pany has jJecided to| make an agreement, with 
regulations, with Piry & Co. 2. This Company 
shall carry on the shipping and saltpetre and 
sulphur business in Cantov, Hongkong and 
Kwong Chow Wan.) 3..It is propesed that a 
capital of $50,000 shall be subscribed for this 
4, All 


fall.” As regards the Opium Company, the 
first article stated |that—This Company has 
decided to make an agreement with Piry & Co., 
with regulations to do the Kwong Chow Wan 
Raw and Prepared| ‘| ptam (business) and ex- 


porting prepared opium, The second article 


". provided for a capital of $120,000, of which 


Piry was to hold $10,000 and the three Chinese 
$110,000 shares between them ; and the third 
article stated that all the capitals subsoribed 
had been paid up in| full. Now, these docu- 
ments are by no means a satisfactory sub- 
stitute for a proper partnership agreement 
constituting Henry Piry, Chan, T'se, and Tsoi 
partners in an ordinary firm, although the re- 
lationship between them has been assumed 
bythe defendant all through the case to be 
that they were, all four, smply members of the 
firm of Piry & Co, | But, assuming, as I will, 
that some sort of partnership existed, it is clear 
from the evidence that when those three agree- 
ments were signed not only had all the $50,00U 
capital of the shipping business been con- 
sumed, but that the shipping company ‘or 
business had already had to borrow some $70,000 
from the $120,000 capital, or supposed capital, 
of the Opium Company. It seems clear, 
therofors, that the Shipying Company was not 
in a position to pay for extra steamers, - unless 

hh capital was lintroduced. This was in or 
about July, 1901. -Now, at that time, the 
defendant was building two steam vessels which 
were. originally intended to be used in con- 
nection with the carriage of opium and freight, 
and in the careless, unbusinesslike way in 
which matters seeur to have been: condacted, no 
proper written contract for such building had. 
been made. It did not appear at what dates 
payments on account of such building were to 
It, however, appears 
that the twoships were ordered verbally on Lith 


. February; 1901,and /th April, 1901; respectively, 


and: that the. first was to. cost $48,000, and the 


” “other $30,000, and] that there were written Chi- 


| 
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nese tenders and specifications, and that the de- 
fendant in those tenders agreed to complete 
the first steamer within nine months from .1'-th 
February, 1901, and the second, within eight 
months from 7th April, 1901. Thus both were 
to be completed in 1901. The shipbnilder had, 
by about August, 1901, received some $49,000 
on account, principally from Chan, but could 
not complete. without further payments, and 
H Piry and Co. had no funds available. Henry 
Piry was away down sonth. He left by the 
beginning of August, 1901, and was dway over 
two years. Tseand’ Chan would not find fur- 
ther capital for these two ships and, eventually, 
Tsoi agreed,to do so, but, to protect himself, 


wanted them handed over to him by the builder | 


when finished. This being the state of things, 
the defendant, in my opinion, not caring who 


got the ships so long as he was paid for them,. 


went to Mr. Dennys’ office on October 7, 1901, 
and, according to the evidence of Mr. Dennys’ 
interpreter, Yam Kwan Un, asked Mr. Dennys 
to have the written contract with regard to the 
building of the two steamers made out in Tsoi’s 


pame. -Next day, the defendant went again: to. 
Mr.*Dennys’ office with Tsoi-and Chan and. 


they arranged to have the agreement made in 
Teoi’s name, and not. in Piry’s. The original 


tenders with- the specifications were addressed | 
and headed ‘Fo Un Chan Yuk Shang.’ Ac- | 


cordingly, on October 9, a. formal agreement 
was drawn out putting Tsoi “in Chan's shoes, 
as it were, reciting the -previous payments of 


$49,000 and-‘stipulating quite ,.simply and 


clearly that To Shing (the defendaut) would 
complete the wo ships and. hand: them 
over to Tsoi, and that .Tsoi would pay the 
balance of $29,000° to the ‘defendant in dué 
course. This agreement was interpreted to 
the defendant and the interpreter deposed (hat 
they all appeared to understand it, and the 


defendant acknowledged in writing. at the end. 


of the agreement, witnessed by Mr. Dennys, 
the receipt of $15,000 on account of tue $29,000. 
T find, as -a fact, that the defendant understood 
the agreement and its contents perfectly well 
when he and Tsoi and Chan sig-ed. it... Mr. 
Simon Piry knew of the agreement very soon 
afterwards and, {although holding-a power of 


attorney from his brcther, Henry, hs says te. 


did not like it, yet he made no formal objection 
to it. On May 14, 1902, the defendant sigred 
a receipt for $12,000 more from Tsoi, making, 


with the previons $15,000, altogether $27,900. 
received on account of the final $29.000 from 


Tsoi. ‘The receipt was witnessed by Mr. Dennys 


signed by Tsoi and the defendant as follows :— 


“Tt is hereby agreed between the parties hereto’ 


that the second steamer referred to in the above 
mentioned agreement shall be completed and 
ready for her trial trip within three months from 
this date, and that $2,000, the balance of the 
above mentioned sum of $29,000, shall be paid 
by i'soi to To Shing upon the said second 
steamer satisfactorily completing her trial trip, 
and that all the goods purchased by the said 
To Shing tobe used on board the steamer alread 
delivered to the said Tsoi under the abov 
agreement, and the extra work done to the sai 
completed steamer under the said agreement, 
have been paid for by the said Teoi prior to this 
date—May 14, 1902.” The agreement was made 
at the office of a thoroughly respectable solicitor, 
and I do not believe that the defendant was in 
any way misled. This agreement or memoran- 
dam extended the origina! time for completing 
ithe second steamer ready for her trial trip to 
August 14,1902. The first steamer was duly 
delivered. All the defendant had to do was to 
comply with the terms of this contract. Tsoi 
died on August 29, 1902, and on November 22, 
1902, probate of his will was granted to the 
plaintiff. She, threugh her solicitors, wrote in 
due course requiring the defendant to carry 
out his contract and, on January 19, 1903, 
gace notice that unless the steamer Was 
ready for delivery, after satisfactory trials 
within one calendar month from that date, the 
laintiff would treat the contract as broken by 
he defewdant and would sue for damages. In- 
stead of carrying out his contract, the defeud- 
ant, who had other claims for other matters 
against Piry and Co., aftertrying to get these 
claims settled by Tsoi's executrix and others, 
finally handed over the steamer to Simon Piry, 
about the end of January, 1903, who sold it to 
Edwards and others for 38.000. Edwards was 


-Chan,. or Tsoi. 


"pose, 


J PPE Se, 20 aaa cee ee 
inte: ested in a' company of ‘Which ‘Simon Piry- 
was manager. Simon:Piry deposed* that out 
of the $28,000 he paid to the defendant $10,000, 
money he alleges to have beew: dye .to the 
defendant from Piry and Co.,‘and. that:he: 
remitted $12,000 for a payment, id. Bbinection 
with the Opium’Farm, and that he sent most of 


the balance: of: $6,000 to his brother, Henry 


Piry, who had been-engaged in litigation with | 
Teoi and others at Kwong Chow Wan. In. 
doing this he, in no way, consulted with Tse or* 
Chan or T's:\i. He was rather furnishing his 
brother with money. to fight them. He may 
have been: doling in -his brother's interest, but — 
he was clearly not acting for either Tse, 
_ Indeed, whatever partner- ~ 
ship or association had existed between those . 
persons and Henry Piry had been dissolved 
and a liquidation ordered bya French. Court 
in August 1902, and the property at Kwong. 
Chow - Wan and’ Canton. had been seized 
and ‘an: advertisement inserted in the Daily: 
Press .by the French. Consul at -Canton, 


dated September 25,1902. announcing that -— 


liquidation had been-, ordered.- ‘It. is clear, 
therefore, that the defendant broke his contract. 
and that Tsoi or his estate lost thereby the 


.$27;000. -he paid under the agreement of 
-Ootober 9, 1901, and: the $800 ho had ex- 
pended. on certain iron work used in the vessel. 


Ag regards the item’.of profit he would have 
made. by -sclling the vessel at a higher price, 


it was stated by. Tai Chip Sun that he got an | 


offer on behalf of Tsoi about‘the end of Jane 
or early in July, 1902,from 4 man named Lum, 
a Fokbiengse, to. buy. this second ship when 
completed for $40,000, if it was-finished, within. 
two months framthattime. But in view.of the ~ 
later_letters requiring the ship 


January. 19th, 1903, and, leoki 
ciroumstance; of the case, I do 
to give daniages under this he; 


at thé. whole — 
ot fecel I ought 
The plaintiff 


-was entitled to delivery -of a ship costing and 


worth “at least $30,000, on payment-of $2,000, . 
after satisfactory. trial trip. The defendant to . 
stit-his own purposes and to, enforce -payment 


of other claims broke. his contract, and handed . i F 


that ship .oyer te Siaion Piry or Edwards, 


whereupon it was promptly ‘taken out of the ~ s 
jurisdiction of this Court. The plaintiffalso, ~~ | 


lost the $800 he-psid for iron work to be used © 

on the ship and which was,used for that pur- - 
In the result I give judgmént:for-the ~ - 

plaintiff for $28,800 with costs. — oo 


-- The Court then adjourned sine die. - ; 
and a memorendum in his writing was added and | ~ : : > 


bf “Monday, Q1st-Degeniber. -: 


... In CRIMINAL JURISDICTION, © ~ 
Berorge His Honour Sir. WiLLiaM. © 
'  M, GoopMAN: (CHIEF JUSTICE). ~ 


{HH WILD DELL MURDER GABE... -.. 
Ysang Tim-Kwai and Tsang Shang. were 
charged with having on 10th May murdered ~ 
a woman named Leung So.. et is 28% 
They pleaded not guilty,and were defended 

by Mr. M. W, Slade, barrister-at-law. 
The following jury was empanelled :——Mesars. 
P. Plage, E. W. Terry, B. Christiansen, B. V. 
D. Parr, J. O. E. Meyer, T. C. Downing, and 
W. F. Bassford. 
The Hon. Attorney-General, Sir Heary 8. 
Berkeley (who was instructed by Mr. H. Hurst- 
house of Messrs. Dennys and Bowley), stated in 
opening the case that the prisoners were - 
charged with the unlawful murder of the 
concubine of one Tsang Mook. In other words 
the two assassins, who were of the same 
surname as the woman's husband were 
charged with having murdered the concubine 
the third man. 


reach of justice, if he 
ase.showed that...on 


be finished... | 
ready for delivery within .one /month from * 


The .case for’ the . a 


Sate brcnGarert bili | 


IRATE hy 


Chinese watchman 


~ would be offered in 


. outrage. 
quiries and ultimately from information received 


_ to do 


\ - Session had beg 
day long and he 
ap: 


gages. 
. The Attorney 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


me‘up and.heard a state- 
ment. from the dying woman's lips which 
vidence, This statement 
was made by the woman at the very point of 
death. For sometime the matter remained a 
mystery ;-no clue could be had as to who com: 
mitted the deed. ‘The woman died the day 
after sho was found, lying wounded, so that 


from that date till October no one was arrested j- 


on the charge of | being implicated in the 
The police however were making en- 


they had been abla jas the Crown believed to 


bring home the charge. against the two men 
‘who. stood empanelled. - Of. course: the. Jury 
would understand that the plot abont the 


assassination of this woman was kept. absolutely 


- secret but for some reason or othbr there was’ 


8 split among those who were coghisant-of the 


‘erime. They would have to rely on the evidence 


of a man who was not an accomplica but who 
undoubtedly was aware eferchand ‘of what was 
going to be done and knew all about. it, He 
would tell tho-jury that on the 9th of May he. 
was jn an opium divan when the two prisoners 
came in. Hesaidheknewthem. Healso knew 


- the hnsband:of the deceased woman and on the 


night before-hand the two men came into the | 
divan where he was together with the husband of | 
the deceased, Thay wero altogether in the shop, : 


‘He heard the husband ‘say that he was very much 


ashamed on account of the conduct of his wife and - 
proceeded to say that it would give him great 
satisfaction if some one would kill her. The 
second prisoner then asked how much the 
husband would offer and was told by 
the husband that he would get $30 if he did the 
deed. This witness would also staté that the 
husband was in the divan when the prisoners 
came in. They all talked about the 
matter that had been arranged on _ the 


| previous night between the husband and the 


second prisoner about the killing and according 
to the witness's story he heard them say that 
they would go out that night about that busi- 
ness, He (the witness) said it was not right to 
go about this business and told the prisoners it 
was a very serious matter. ‘I'hey had offered 
him some money to say nothing about it. This 
he refused. . |. -, eal" 

After hearing evidence, the jury found the 
charge proving. ; | ; 

His Lordship sentenced the men to death. 

Tuesday, 22nd December. 


In pail JURISDICTION. 


Beroze His Honour Sie WILLIAM 
M. Goopman (CHIEF JUSTICE). 


COMMITTALS TO THE SBSSIONS, 
The Hon. Attorney-General, Sir Henry S. 


" Berkeley (who waslinstructed by Mr. H, Harst- 


house, of Messrs, |Denuys and Bowley), stated 
that in the last case on the list, in which the 
defendants were Chan Sui and Wong Hing 
Kwai, he did not intend to present an indictment | 
against the second, and he asked that he be 
discharged. He proposed to take that case in 
the afternoon if the witnesses came in from the 
New Territory. Otherwise he would have to 
ask the Court to sit on the following day. 

His Lordship-—-When was this case com- 
mitted P il , 

The Attorney-General—The 17th. . 

His Lordship sdid he was not at all sare that 
the case should | be taken at the present | 
Sessions. The old practice so far as he could 
recollect it was that prisoners were entitled to 
four days’ | i The Sessions began on the 


them, and now|on the 22nd he had the 


‘18th, and they sa tee aaa arranged for 


_ depositions and indictment put into his hands 


for the first time.| Probably it would be better 
to ask the prisoner if he wished his case to 
be taken at these Sessions. In future it wou'd 
be better not to commit cases the night before. 
In England -it was different, for there was & 
grand jury sitting and they had nothing else 
but to take the bills that came before 
them. Here the Attorney-General had to 
draft the indictments himself, and when the 
ruhshe had to be in Court all 

ot Aime to deal with late 


eneral, said that they would 
tare.' 


ope 


take that cou BF 


*"Mandasan® Maru 


His Lordship added that he would be glad if 
they would not commit cases after, say, the 16th. 


Later cases should be adjourned till the next: 


month’s Sessions in order to allow the deposi- 
tions to be got ready. 


CHARGE OF MANSLAUGHTER AGAINST A 

F . ” JaPaNESE. 

Tosuke Tabai, ‘a young. Japanese, was 
charged with the manslaughter of a Chinese 
cootie af Quarry Bay on the 8th December. 


He pleaded not guilty and was defended by |. 


Mr E. H. Sharp, K.C., _ barrister-at-law 
(instructed by Mr. J. Hays, of Messrs. Johnson, 
Stokes acd Master, solicitors), 

The following Jury was empanelled :— 
Messrs. C {-; Gorham, C. B. H. Schumacker, 
A. Reid, G. Rust; G: H. May, S: A. Joseph, 
and J. Christie. - pe oa 

The Attorney-Géneral in opening the case 
stated that it was alleged. that when the 
deceased coolie was working coal on the steamer 
-gome trouble arose 
between: the prisoner, who ‘was acting as 
ta'lyman, and the decéased. It was alleged that 
prisoner: pushed the deceased coolie over the 
side of the ship inlo the water, with the result 
that the coolie was drowned. The body was not 
found for. some time afterwards, when it was 
discovered that.fracture of the skull had caused 
death. The case. for the defence before the 
Magistracy, and he presumed.it would be the 
same there, was that while the prisoner was. in 
charge of the .coaling gang he spoke to the 
deceased about the way he was doing his work, 
whereupon the coolie became insolent and threw 
a lump of coal'at the prisoner, who jamped up 
from his seat and rushed towards him; that the 
coolie was frightened and on his way over 
the side’ of the ship fell into the 
water, and that. the prisoner: was not 
close to him when he go fell. It did. not 
require that the prisoner should actually ‘push 
ths man- over the side to be guilty of man- 
slaughter, for if one person pursued another and 
the Lutter was in fear of his lifé and jumped 
overboard the former would be guilty of causing 
his death. But that was not the case for the 
Crown; their case was that the prisoner pursued 
the man and caused him to fall overboard— 
pushed him over the side with his hands. 

Evidence was then taken for the prosecution, 
similar to that which had been given when the 
«case was before the Magistracy. , 

Mr. Sharp, K.(.,in opening the defence said 
there was no doubt that this coolie, or a coolie, 
died from a blow received in falling overboard 
from the Mandasan Maru. Also they made no 


~ question that the unhappy defendant was con- 


cerned in ths matter. Nobody regretted that 
circumstance more than the defendant himself. 
The only question for the jury was what the 
defendant did. He thought hewould be abla to 
satisfy them that he did nothing unlawful or 
improper in any way, and that the death of this 
coalie was caused by misadventure; that was to 
say, it was an unfortunate accident. Defendant 
was one of three tally clerks working on 
the ship. ‘There were three scales alongside 
the hatch, Prisoner was sitting at the front 
scale and the two other tally olerks at 
the two others. Coal was being taken ont 
of the ship by coolies, and after it was 
weighed at these scales it {was put down the 
shoots. ‘The tally clerks were troubled by the 
coolies trying to “ squeeze” coal. It amounted 
to this, that more coal was taken off a ship than 
was weighed. How the coolies disposed of 
it afterwards to their advantage need not be 
enquired inte, Naturally the coolies cherished 
no goodwill towards the tally clerks whose 
principal duty it was to prevent this petty 
theft of coal. It was the essence of their posi- 
tion that they shculd not be very much 
liked by’ the coolies in whose way in this 
respect they were obliged to stand. The 
defeadants had been obliged to recall several 
baskets of coal before this unfortunate accident. 
No doubt the coolies were a little annoyed. 
Just before the accident a lump of coal was 
thrown at the defendant. It struck him on the 
head but did not hurt him much He did not 
see who threw it. ‘hen s second lamp was 
thrown; he saw who threw it this time; 16 was 
the deceased. He got up from his chair and 
went towards the coolie to hand him over to 
the foreman. Tho man, knowing what he had 
done, ran away and in going down the gang 


[December 28, 1903. . 


plank leading from the ship to the wharf ho - 
slipped off, fell into the water and was killed. 

Evidence for the defence was given by fellow- 
countrymen of-the defendant. 

After counsel had addressed the jury and his 
Lordship had summed up, a verdict of not guilty 
was returned aad the accused was discharged. 

The Court adjourned till to-day at 10 a.m. 


Wednesday, 23rd December. 


In CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. « 

’ SEERA 
Berors His Honour ‘Ste WILLIAM M. 
: ~ Good wan (CHIEF JUSTICE|. 
. ARMED ROBBERY IN THE NEW TERRITORY. 

Chan Sin and: Wong Hing ‘Kwai, who 
had been committed on a charge of being 
concerned -in ‘sev-ral acts of theft ‘at - 
Taitung village in the New Territory on -the 


‘23th November, were brought up. 


Mr. E. H. Sharp, K.C.. barrister-at-law, who | 
appeared for the Crows (instructed by Mr. A 
Hursthouse, of Messrs. Dennys and Bowley), 


‘asked that the second defendant, Wong Hing 


Kwai, be discharged, 

His Lordship stated that the Attorney- - 
General had informed him on the previous day 
that he‘was not going to file any information 
against this man as he did not consider the 
evidence satisfactory; and as there was no in- 
formation filed the second defendant had batter 


. be discharged by proclamation. . 


Wong Hing Kwai was accordingly discharged. 

The cass against Chan Siu was. proceeded 
with, the charge being receiving stolen goods. 

He pleaded not guilty. ; 

The following jury was empanelled :— 
Messre. E. H. Summers, A. T. F, Bane, 
B. J. Spittles, G. H. May, UV, B. H. Schumacher, — 
A. Becker®and W: Domnich. : ; 

Mr, Sharp ‘said the charge against the 
prisoner was receiving stolen goods knowing -; 
{hem to have been stolen. i 
of clothing and jewelry, were stolen by an 
armed gang of robbers on the night of 28th 
November last from two adjoining houses in - 
Taitung village and .were found shortly after- 
wards in the prisoner’s house in the neighbouring 
village of Ping Un. The only inmates of the 
houses where the robbery ocourred were women, 
who were so.terrified that they were unable to 
identify the robbers. Therefore’ this man was . 
charged not with being concerned in the robbery 
but: with having received the stolea goods. : 
Threa robbers were seen by the women inmates, 
but it was believed the gang was larger. The. 
two houses were rifled of everything of value— 
in one case to the extent of about $100 and in. 
the other of $60 or $70, The robbers intimidated 
the women with firearms and the latter were so 
frightened that they hid under the bed-clothes. 
A few days afterwards, in consequence of 
information received, the police obtained ao 
warrant {o search the prisoner's hous3 and 
found there nearly the whole of the 
stolen property. Some of it wis concealed. 
Oue bundle of clothing . wis found in 
a tub of grain. So it was perfeotly 
evident that. the man tried to coaceal the fact 
that he had these goods in his houve. He was 
at first charged with actual robbery and he then * 
made a statement which amounted to an 
admission of the offence with. which he now 
stood indicted. He gave the name of the. man . 
who organised the robbery and said that this 
man brought the goods to his house and asked 
him to take care of them for him, Prisoner took 
them knowing them to have been stolen. In 
fact, he admitted the offence of receiving ;. and 
the jury, Mr. Sharp said, should have no hesita- 
tion in finding bim guilty of that charge. j 

After heariug evidence the Jury found the 
prisoner gailty as charged. a3 

His Lordship passed sentence of two years 
imprisonment with hard labour. . 

The Court rose. 

—————————— : 

The 8. Petersburg Viedomosti states that it 
is intended to send to the Far Last next year the 
Bussian transport Kamchatka, of 7,200 tong, - 
which has been built’ at the new Admiraliy 
yards, and is now lyin in the Neva. She is 
designed to supply coal to warships afloat. and 
has accommodation for 3,500 tons; also for 32 
officers, 1,000 men, and 16 horses. 


a 
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December 28, 1903.} 
SUICIDH OF J. 8. REUBEN. 


The inquest into the cause of the death of Mr. 

J. 8. Renben, iat the Waverley Hotel on 

_ Monday morning} under circumstances already 
reported in these columns, was held on the 22ad 


+ inst, at the Magistracy, Mr. T. Sercombe 


‘?., Smith, Police Magistrate, presiding. 


4 
| 
i 


’ fnan was dead... 


~ duty. 


. Two .other ‘le 


The first 
- witness called wag Dr, Huuter, who said that on 
Monday afternodn the body of the deccared 
was brought to the M.rtnary, where he, wit- 
ness, made a post-mortem examination of the 
remains, from which he found the causa of 
death was carbolic acid poisoning. Chua Chua, 
cal'ed, stated that he was tle room-bay at the 
Waverley Hotel. On Monday morning he 
went into the room as usual to give Mr. Reuben 
his coffee. Witness noticed that he appea:ed 
strange and inimediately went and called his 
mistress, the proprietress of the hotel, who 
went back with him, and then fouud that the 
The police were immediately 
notified. 

Henry Evans, 
he was called to 
to room No 12. 
was lying on his 
up to his chest. 
clothes, but: with 
was quite cold. 
room was in gr 
was a glass, in 
carbolic acid, 
taought it was 
possession of the 


.C., said un Monday morning 
he Wiverley Hotel, and taken 
esaw deceased in bed. He 
ide in‘ved with the bed-clothes 
6 was wearing a dark suit of 
nut shoes or socks. The bady 
he table in the centre of the 
at disorder, and on the tuble 
hich, the doctor said, was 
itness smelt the glass and 
arbolic acid. He then took 
oom and locked the dvor. He 
sent a boy up td the Central Station, when 
Sergt. Sullivan |came down and examined 
t The’ body was then removed 
to the Central| Station, and later to the 
Mortuary by prder of the inspector: ou 
“That waslabout 1.30 p.m. G@h the table 
were several letters; one was open (produced). 
rs were found. One was 
addressed to Joseph Benjamin, Esq. fr. 
Beujamin being in court, this letter-was ianaca 
to him, and having read thesame he said ther 
was something. in it. . The letter was th 
handéd to the| Magistrate. 
deceased said he 
to pay a debt of $200 in the morning, but 
was too shy to ask his employers. or his Chris- 
tian friends, for|an advanca, aud prayed that 
he might be forgiven for this act, which his 
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{ 


1 
' 


| 


trouble compelled him to. He said -he was , 


- dying because hq was intoxicated, but that his 
debts would all be paid, as among his papers 
he had a promis: ory note for $500. He did not 
mention the names of his employers. Another 

\ letter was sdavceeed to.a member of the com- 


He did not know 
got the carbolio acid. 
at the Waverley: Holel was 


how the decease 
. The watchma 
called, and said he was‘on duty on the night of 


He saw emo in it. 


the 20th. He saw the deceased enter the hotel 
in the morning. The hotel closes at 12 m. 
He saw the deceased go out at 6.20 p.m. on the 
20th. He cam@ back at 11.30’ pam., and after 
going to his room for a few minutes, he came 
down again and gave him a large number of 
books to wrap up. The deceased took the 
books away with him ina chair, and returned 
at 1.80 a.m. Witness let him in. He did not 
seem to be in liquor, He walked slowly 


upstairs. 

Lo Galla, boy at the hotel, called, said 
‘on the morning of the 21st iost., at 
about 8.30, ; Chun Chua came and_ called 
him to the rcem of the deceased. He wes 
fully dressed, except for his boots and socks. 
He was dead, | He did not notice any marks on 
his mouth. He! did not notice a glass on the 

. table. Smelling:the- glass he said there was no 
- such disinfectant in the hotel. They used Jeyes’ 
fluid. He didnot know how the deceased got the 
acid, Witness took the police to the room. 


._ No bottle was found. 


Verdict :—The cause of death was carbolic 
acid poisoning, the carbolic acid being self- 
iministered. : 


i! 
aoe 
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SPORTING NOTES. 


—_———- <q ————_ — 

(Daily Press, 19th December.) — 
To-day sees rather a pause in cricket, as far 
as the leading players are concerned, before tte 
two vreat matches on the 25th and ‘26th inst. 
and Ist and 2nd prox. respectively, when the 
height of the local cricket season is practically 
reached. The Cricket Ground to-day will be 
occupied by the H.K.C.C. reserves and the 
.0.C., who meet in a League match. The 
Clob reserves are in the unenviable position of 
hiving to struggle to avoid the wooden spoon, 
but it is hard to believe that this is their proper 
place Never yet have they appeared at any- 
thing ‘like full strength—perhaps in .their 
opening match they were best represented until 
to-day —yet they have not beeu beaten by much 
in any of their three matches. Last week, with 
almost an emergency team, they made a very 
creditable struggle against the unbeaten Civil 
Service C.C,, andmight have won had all chances 
been accepted. To-day they have a mach 


.| better eleven. Two other League matches are 


down for decisiou, both in the Happy Valley, 
the Craigengower C.C. meeting the Tamar, 
and the Civil service the Parsees. 


The most interesting football game to-day is 
the Rugby match between the Club and the 
Navy, the latter owig to the presence of so 
many warships in the Harbour being unusually 
strong. The Club, on the other.hand, is not at 
its best, promineut absentees being Lieut. P. H. 
Cdmpbell, Fietcher, Hallifax, a:d Goldring. 
On recent form the Navy must start favourites. 
—'nder Association rules ‘the V.R.C. and 
Naval Yard teams meat at Causeway Ba;.. The 
game should give some indication of the pro- 
spects of the two clubs in the coming ‘com- 
petition, ; 


The draw for the first round of the Aésocia- 
tion Shield seems likely to provide some interest- 
ing games. ‘Of the six Naval teams entered. 
two are drawn. together—H.M.S. Glory, the 
holders, and tf.M:5. Leviathan, The Albion | 


In this letter | #ud Oce m get byes, the Tamar meets the V.R.C., 
aa ebork of mnheynil had ‘and the Cressy the Royal Engineers. . The 


latter, the Sherwood Foresters, and the Royal 
Artillery have all entered rezimental teams. and 
it is obvious that the military intend to make a 
bold bid for the Shield this year; The alteration 
in the rules should make the chance of an Army 
victory.as greatasit was inthe days of the 
Welsh Fusiliers, though the latter had only 
company teamsin. Three civilian entries have 
be2n secured, the H.K.F.C.. the V.R.C. F.C., 
and the Rovers, 9 new organisatioy. The 
H.K.F.C. ought to be able to oust the Naval 
Yard team, though the latter has not been 
geen at its best yet—a remark which applies to 
the old Club also. The V.R.C. meet perhaps 


.| the weakest naval team, in the Tamar, and may 


- Victoria Regatta is the regatta dinner. 


get into the second round ; bnt-the Rovers look 
out of it against the Foresters. I fancy that 
the sarvivors in the five ties of the first roand 
will be the Glory, the V..C.. the H.K.E.C, 
the Cressy, and the Sherwood Foresters, . The 
round has to be finished by the 30th. prox. 


The Regatta over, the V.R.C.’s next great 
event will be the athletio sport:, taking place in 
March. Training has not yet commenced. 
Aquatic sports, of course, are some nine months 
distant. ‘The final. function in connection me 

t is 
to be held at Kowloon Hotel next Wednesday, 
commencing at 8p.m. Mr. A. Chapman, chair- 
man of the V.R.C., will preside. The H.K. Boat 
Club has agreed to take part in the function. 
It would greatly assist Mr. H. C, Austen, 
secretary of the V.R.C., if all those 
wishing to attend will - kindly send 
in their names as soon: as_ possible. 
There is a whisper that the V.R.C. oarsmen, 
though not coming near the slandard of Inter. | 
national crews, as was proved at the regatta, have 
not practised as much as might be ex -ected. 
At all events, the secretary of the V-R.C., and 
the rowing captain, are trying to arrange for 
monthly scratch races to keep the men in 
training, It is to be hoped that there will be a 
lot of entries. 


A new stock of goods for the V.R.C. Gym- |: 


nasium, such as boxing-glovee, fencing-sticks, 


-hoped that wherever the 


parallel-bars, elc., have arrived, The Gymna- 
sium, by the way, ought to bo used a great deal 
more. . on at 

The overwhelming: victory at bowling of the 
Hongkong over the German Club was totally 
unexpected. Indeed, up to within a week of the -. 
match, the Germans were favourites, The good 
performances of the Hongkong Olub teami-in 
ate practice inclined the balance of opinion 
somewhat in their favour, and after Friday 
night's roll a victory seemed probable; hut a | 
margin of 979 points was never dreamt of. | 
Seeing that the differences of points in the 
matches for the present shield have been only 
121 (1899), 374 (1900), 145 (1901), and 257 (1902), 
this year’s figures are startling in their dis- 
crepancy. ‘Lhe first six individual scores were 
made by members of the winning team, Miilier, 
the head German, having to be content with 
seventh place: The most creditable performance 
perhaps was that of Chater, whose 1462 was 


only 18 points behind the score of Hinds. For - 3 


@ newcomer in the team to do so wull is moro 
than unusual. The Hongkong Club has now 
won nine matches in all against the German 


| Club's seven ; and to win the present shield 


requires but one more match, : -° 3 


—_—s % 


The only item as regards hockey this week _ 
is the Clab’s Victory over the Glory on Wednes- 
day by 2-1. There ought to be plenty of good 
matches in the near future preparatory to the 
Cup Competition (which comes off in January 
and February) as so many ships are in, besides 
which the 114th Mahrattas(the old 14th Bombay 
L.I.), who won the oup last year, are in from 
camp and will soon. be seen in the field. 

The fifth club raco of the Royal Hongkong 
Yacht Clubtakes place to-day and to-morrow ; 
the championship class sailing to-day, ant the 


.one-designers -and econ, class to-morrow. . 


Of late weather has been extremely treacherous, 

varying from light gales to calms, in almost less 

time than it takes to write, , It is to be earnestly 

: blows from this 

afternoon, it will have sufficient force to ensure 
good sport, and'be constant, 

; ee: = OMPAX, 
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CRICKET. 
/————~»— . 
H.K.C.C, v. UNITED SERVICES, - era: 
Played on the Cricket Ground on Christmas 
Day and Saturday, this match onded ina draw. 
Scores and analygis were as follows :— 


Saree v H.E.C.C. 
Firet Innntgs. 

T. Sercombe Smith, o 
Chichester,b Williams 46- 
W. C. D.-Tumer, b Hor- 
BOY oo nec ses cecese eens ceee ond 
J. .. Dixon, o and b 
Williams ... ....... 
H. Hancock, o Horsey,-b 
Willi 


Second Innings. 
_ @ Campbell; b Wil: - 
4 cand b Williams... 1 , 
. @ Chichester; b : 
Williams.....:...... 


b Harris ...... 0c... 45, 
b Campbell..........- a7 


b Rimington ......... 80 
not Out... csc 6 


Cornabe, b Uarron 
A. @. Ward, c Cornabe, | 
. b Barron 15 
F. Maitland, b Barron .., 19 
KE. Mast, b Barron......... 
W. Dixon, lbw, bHorsey 4 
J. Hooper, not ont......... 5 8 
J. Lee, b Karron.... : - : : 7 
"Extras ............ Extras ... ....c2 14 | 


© TotalccclZL 


an _ UNITED BEERVICES. 

First Innings. 

fSieut. Heath, 11’th Mah. 

cand b J. T. Dixon ... 23 

Irwin, R.N., al 
Dixon  ....eecc cece cece 
Williams, B.N.,. b W- 


. _Second Innings, 
o RB. Hancock, b W. — 


teen 


c 


OM Sievseesd seeaasadeeas OF 
B.N., b Ser- . st Turner,bH.Han- ~ 
8: q 59 ~- cook 


Lieut. Hawkins, R.N., 0 Stas 
Dixon, b Hancovk 
Campbell, R.N., c Turner, 
b Wancock- ............... 
Lieut: Cornabe, B.N., 
NOt OUE oo. es sseecceceesee BB 
Lieut. Barron, B.N., o 
. Turner, b 8. Smith 
Capt. Harris, R.M.A., b 
Sercombe Smi 


_Ibw, b W. Dixon ... 8 


Major Chichestor (cant.jyis. 
Ibw, b =. Smith ......27 


7A rte RENNES 


satin yee en il 
. 


-" were as follows :—- | 


| Messrs. J. P.. Michael, 
- for two or mote horses. 


walked 


- 45 (chestnut) — 


Mr. T. FY ‘Hosjrh;-one Derby griffin, ne L. 


UNITED 8ERVICEs. 
i Secon 


me 


wry 


ESIES 


B. Hancock... 7; 
Sercombe Smith 5); 


Pelu|F 


FOOTBALL. 


CK.F\O, 0, THE NAVY. 
_ On the 19th inst. on the Club ground 
at Happy Valley.the Rugby section of the 
Hongkong Football Club played the Navy. 
There was u very large attendance of spectators. 
After agood game the Navy, asserted their 
ancient superiority eye the hb and won by 


one goal and one try to one try, The teams 


-The Club—H.|. Arthur, full back; W. R. 
Robertson, O. J.|Barnes, T. E) Pearce, K. A. 
Sclanders, therg-quarters; Whitamore, A. 
Gordon, halves; H. E: Chard, E. D. C. Wolfe, 
H. C. Sandford, A. Boyd, Lt. M. R. Strover, J. 
Richardson, Lt. E. Rogers, Lt. 8. B. Macdonald, 
forwards. 

The Navy—Corsar, full back; Sartorious, De 
Paris, Lepage and King, three-quarters ; Black- 
wood and Dampier-Child, halves; Hughes, 
Reeve, Cornabe, Danby, Formby, Boyle, Kilvert 
and Gorman, forwards. 


HONGKONG JOCKEY CLUB. 


DRAWING OF GRIFFINS. 


_-' ®ixteen subscription China pony griffins 
having arrived i. s.&, Hangsang, they were 


drawn for at | Kennedy’s 
Repository onthe 16th inst. Mr. 
Hough; aa of ‘the course, conducted the pro- 
ceedings; and a number of other members of the 
Jockey Club, including Sir C. P. Chater, and 
J. H. Lewis, E 
Kadoorie, Morriss, Hart Buck, Mitchell and 
E. bye toeaaaeialar present. Only five allotted 
subscribers remained to be supplied, so the 
remaining griffins were allotted to subscribers 
The Jockey Club's 
numbers of the horses ranged between 40 and 50, 
Arrangements were conducted by Mr. G. W 
manager: of Kennedy Stables. 
iffins, « fine-looking. lot, were 
around ‘during the proceedings. 
The horses ‘and drawers were as follows :— 
40 (chestnut) ' Mr. G. C. A. Master 
41 (bay, white legs) Mr. D. Dorabjeo  * 
42 (chestnut) Mr. C. P. Chater (jan.) 
43 -(white) Mr. R. Gubbay 
44 (grey) .Mr. W. Domuich 
ri H.E. Mr. May 
(grey) | . I. Christiani 
is Mr, C. W. Longuet 
.H. L. Butter. — 
. A. Babington 
50 (dun-roan) . C. H. Ross 
51 (grey) — : Mr, ‘W. BE. Grey 
‘b2. (chestnut) Mr, E. L. Rutter 
Mr. Hart Buck 
Mr. T. Christiani 
| Capt. Nugent 
Mr. G.C.A. Master, did the 


Causeway Bay 


Rutter; Discord and Muscatel, for Mr. J. H. 
Lewis. The drawing’ of the China ponies 
resulted as follows:— « - ° 
55, (black) Mr. J. H. Lewis. - 
57 (grey) Mr. J. H. Lewis. - 
58 (grey) Mr, W. E, Grey. 
59 (chestnut) Mr. Ellis Kadoorie. . 
60-(chestnut) Mr. J..H. Lewis. 
61 (black) Major Radcliff. 
62 (grey) Major Radcliff. 
63 (grey) Mr. Macdonald. | - 
64 (bay, white legs) Mr. W. E.Grey. © 
’ 65.(bay ; she did the best.time of this lot) 
Mr. H.N. Mody. - Hea a. 
68 (grey) Mr. Hinds. - Pt Pes se 
69 (chestnut) Mr. Morgan Phillips. - 


POLO: . 3 


SCOTLAND ¥. IRELAND. 


Contrary to expectations the polo match at 


Causeway Bay on. Wednesday between tho 
above teams proved a very one-sided affair; 
however, a fast game ensued.: : 


First chukker.—From the throw-in Ross’ 


gut away and scoreda subsidiary goal. After 


the hit-ont, give and take play took place in the’ 
Irish ground, His Excellency relieving time’|- 


and again with well-placed shots, The Irish 
defence being stubborn and the Scotch attack 
persistent, no more scoring took place till four 
minutes had gone, when Simpson scored a 
beantiful goal with a long shot for Scotland, 
From the throw-in Carleton made a brilliant 
run down and scored a subsidiary goal, being well 
supported by his No. 1 riding off the opposing 
back. This ended the first chukker. : 

Second chukker.—From the hit out Ross 
went down and scored a goal. Practically the 
whole of this chukker was played in the Irish 
ground, their defence completely breaking down 
under the Scotch attack. The latter played 


well together and marked their opposite mem- | - 


bers perfectly. The game ended in an easy 
win for Scotland by 4 goals and 3 subsidiaries to 
2 subsidiaries, Teams :— 
‘Scotland: —Mr. F. H. Lyon, R.N. (4) 
Mr. C. H. Ross (3), Lt. Simpson (2), and Mr. 


=f J. Johnstone (1), 


Ireland :—Mr. T. Hastings (4), H.E. Mr) 
May (3), Capt. Carleton (2),and Lt. Knox, R.N.1.) 

The final between England and Scotland will 
probably be played on Saturday next. 


ROYAL HONGKONG YACHT CLUB, 


: TIMES OF 5TH CLUB BACB. 
In the 5th club.race sailed on the 20th inst. 
the times were as follows :— 
CHAMPIONSHIP CL$88. 
* . H. M. 
Vernon 
Elspeth 
Aileen 
Dione ... 12. woe ee. HAVO UP. 
ONE-DESIGN CLASS. 
Kathleen 3 


Colleen wee ee eee OOK 
Min 0 ou. uc we)«68 OB 
Erica ... 0... .. « 8 16 
Bonito ive tbe. ose. BO) Be 
SECOND CLAS88. 
H. M. B. 
.. 8 33 30 
.. & 3 35 
34 47 
89 58 


Corrected 

scratch 
3 28 10 
8 26 22 


8 27 9 


Alannah 

(1) Glaria 

(2) Chanticleer 3 
8 


Tris 


oe 


POSITION UP TO DATE. 
The position, with reference to this season’s 
Yhampionship, at present stands as follows :— 
e - CHAMPIONSHIP CLA8S. 
Vernon ... 50 Dione... ... 10 
Aileen .. 9 Elspeth 6 
ONE-DESIGN CLass.* . 
Kathleen... 12 Erica .. .. 8 
Min... .. WL - Bontto .. .. 4. 
Colleen fe 2 : p bee 
* These marks are excluding the 4th and Sth 
elub races, the protests for which havé not 
yet been decided. ° na i 
: SECOND CLASS. 
Payne... 22 9 Gloria ow 
Chanticleer .21 Doreen... ... 
‘Alannah... 18 = Iris... 


; =: 98, 1908 
HONGKONG CHESS. OLUB. 


_ On the 2ist inst, a meeting of the Hong-. - © 
kong Chess. Club was-:held in the room of-the- ~ 
President, the Hon. H. E. Pollock, K.C., in - 
Bank Buildings, to consider the position of the 
Club'und arrange a programme for the coming 
seagon. The tion, Treasurer showed that. the 


financial condition was very satisfactory, there 7 
being some $90 in hand; but the roll.of mem- . .. 


bership had fallen off, mainly through departures 


from the Colony. It was decided to hold one : — ‘ 
meeting's week only in future, as likely to secure - - 


better attendance of members, and a varied ~ . 
programme of events was arranged, including a 


number of matchés:: Tho Club. will meet here-- . a 


after every Wednesday evening.in the City 


|Hall Library . at 5.15 - o’clook..- “Aul ‘chess- 
‘| players desiring to .become - members ‘are - > 


requésted to send in their names.to Mr. R. H. © 
Newborn, Hon. Seo. oe See Se 
The Committee of the Hongkong” Chess 


Club: is now constituted 2s follows.:—Hoa..-. : 


H. E:-Pollock, K.G, (President), Messre, M. J, 
Danenburg (Hon; : Treasurer), R. H.. Newbori 


‘(Hon, Seo), P. W. Sergeant, and-E: J. Moses, ey 


ae eS 


- * VOLUNTEER SHOOTING. =: ° 
The December Carbine competition took place 
-on the Tai. Hang range on -the 20th . inst... firing ~ . 
commencing at.9,30: a.m: A. strong Gross wind ~ 
rather spoiled the: conditions ; the-shooting was. © 
not good. Best seores were made by. Gunners:. — 
L. G. Rees and A. J. Darby. Scoregi-, = 
Gunner L. €; -Rees— °_° co 
200 yards *.... 24532 


*--400 yards ,., 325 
> 500 yards ... 522 
ek "4 iste . YS ia eee 
FY Potal 2. te. -86 
Gunner A.J. Darby— *.) 
200 yards... -4323444(3) 
. 400 yards, ... 0543434 (3) ° 
2544343 (3) 


3. 
2 


4, 
500 yards... 254 
“-  ~ otal 


OO eae At ss ap 
SOME CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES - 
IN HONGKONG.» 0. 
WITH THE SAILORS. = = oY ah 
The kindness of. many benevolent-minded - ~ 
local residents made a goodly number of .. 
seafaring-men enjoy a happy Christmas. - The-.. 
institutions connected with the Seamen's Church 


at West Point had a busy time on Christmas... ~ 


Dav. §&. Peter’s| Church had been tastefully — 
decorated for the occasion by ladies of the con- 
gregation. A service,at which theseafaring com- 
manity was well represented, was vondacted in 
the mornifg. After tiffin, four launches, kindly 
let for th occasion, were engaged in collecting 
men from the. various ships, and taking them 
to Stonecutters’ Island, where upwards of 250 


men were assembled. Besides fouiba!], cricket; : ° 


etc., a regular series of athletio even's had been 
prepared by the Rev. T, Wright and others. 
Tnoluded in the events were a three-legged race, 
3 boot race, wheelbarrow race, egg-and-spoon 
race, blindfolded race, arithmetio race, thread- 
and-needle race, snd tug-of-war. The latter, 
hotly contested, proved the muscular saperiority 
of the blue-jackets’ team over a - team of. 
stokers, merohantmen and military. The moon 
had already risen when a start was made for 
the Seamen's Institute, Kowloon, where ladies 
‘had prepared for the return of the men. After 
a few words by way of Christmas greeting from _ 
the Bishop, they did thorongh justice to good 
things provided and afterwards adjourned up- 
stairs-to spend a musical evening, the Rev. J. ° 
H. France presiding. Each sailor before’he — 
departed was presented with a token, some 250: 
packages having been prepared by ‘the ladies. 
The annual tea,- and meoting of the Mis-. 
sion will be held at the Institute, Kowloon; on « 
Wednesday whep Rear-Admiral Robinson “will .. 
preside. = ¥ ee 
ANNUAL POLICE DAN 
- No.7 Police Station last Sat 


‘| was en fete, Tha occasion was the 


given by our local police force. 
been taken to render, the surroundin 
and attractive ‘as possible. F 


+ 


ls The visitora to the City 


-. were 222-non-Chinese a 


flowers, and Chin 
ed, and combined ‘y=rendering a moat pleasing 
effect. Nearly two hundred members wera 
present, and numerous friends, and a most 
enjoyable evening was spent, For those who 
did not feel equa: MW wooing Terpsichors there 
- Were card-tables provided. Among the novel 
features introduced during the evening 
were Highland reelg by Mr. J. Sinolair, Sup.er 
was provided in ong of the lower rooms. Tho 
officers: who were responsible for the success 
of the function were: —Chief Ingpector Baker, 
President; Chief Detective Inspector Hanson, 
Chairman ; Inspectoy P. McNab, Vice-Presi- 
dent; Sergeants, |Lee, Sergeant Floyd, 
Sergeant Hill, Police Constables Pitt, White, 
Cooper and Last, Committee, Sergeant Grant 
made an efficient M'C. The Hon. xec., sergeant 
McDonald, in conjunction with Inspector 
McNab, were indefatigable throuzhout the 
evening, and their exprtions were well re-varded, 
the affair being quitejup to the standard of any 
of its predecessors. | 


Passed Cadet, has bean appointed Assistaut 
Secretary to the Sanjtary Board, ... 

An -official notification is published in the 
Gazette of the King’s approval of the appoint- 
ment of the Hou. Dr} Ju M. Atkinson and the 
Hon. Basil R, :-H. ‘Taylor as official members 
of the Legislative Council: oe 


2 (Lt is officially “ that Mr. J. H. Kemp, 


' ‘Museum ‘for the week endeag the 3th Decomber 
i 41 Chinese-to the 
former, and 73 non-Chinese and 2,139 C iinese 
_ to the latter institution! . 
; The Acting Colonial Secretary informed us on. 
. the22ndinst.that he had received atelegram from 
- His Britafiuic Majesty's Consul -at Batavia to 
‘the effect jthat quarantine sgainst the arrivals 
‘from Hongkong hasibeen removed. ; 
. H.E. the Officer Administering the Govern- 
ment hag withdrawn the proclimation of the 
_ 8rd ult. declaring Nagasiki to be a port at 
’. which an infectious or contagious disease 
prevails. ; 
On the 2 )th inst. iroin‘ag the dead body of an 
Buropean was found ona piece of vacant ground 
on the Praya. It ‘was identified’ as that of 
Dennis O'Rourke, 4! yes x of age,an unemployed 
seaman who had come ont of gaol only on Satur- 
day morning after‘having been imprisoned for 
several days for réfusing to pay vehicle hire. 
It is presumed that the deceased had been 
. drinking and lay down on the graund to sleep. 
‘ Death was due to exposure. ~ 
‘* J. 8. Re ben, who has been living at the 
Waverley Hotel, in Ica House Street, since the 
first of the month, was found dead iu his bed 
in room No. 12, of the hotol on the 
Qiat inst. From enquiries it was learnt tbat 
deceased was quite well and cheerful on Sunday, 
and had a guest with bim to tiffin, going out 
with him «afterwards. He was not seen to 
- yaturn to the hotel,|but when his room-boy went 


into his room on Monday morning with his-coffee- 


he thought the deceased looked very strange, 
and immediately summoned the proprietress of 
the hotel, whea it was found the man was 
dead, Informatiqgn was immediately given 
to tho: police,-and the body was taken over 
by them for the purposes of the necdéssary 
enquiry. . : ee: : 
Last Monday matniog there were married in 
Macao Mr, Gaorge| C. Valpy; of the ‘Federated 
(Malay . States  sdrvice, and iss Marian 
. Dampney, daughter of the late Ltichard 
_ Dampney, of Melplash Court, Dorsetshire. 
- fe caremony wag performed &t (he English 
Chapel by the Rev|' yr. Barnett, chaplain, “Mr. 
T. tageon Moorhdad, Assistant Commissioner 
of-Customs at Lappa, gave the bride away. Miss 
Frances Moorhead] was bridesmaid, and Mr. P. 
T, Allen, Straits Cadet, best man. The churoh 
- was prettily decorate: with chysantheomums 
kindly lent from the Camoens'Gardens. After 


- the coramony had been complated. a reception ' 


fas Lell at the jhouso of Mr. Moorhead, at 
‘which, as at the wadding itsslf.a grcat number 

of: Macao's ‘leading residents were present. 
‘ Later-on, amid general good wishes, the newly 


ee ‘married couple *y Macao for Hongkong by the 


‘pie: Wingchat, ||! 
i ea ae 7 at - 


> 


Hall Library and 


é | ; 
CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


His Excellency the Offlcér Administering the 
Government has been pleased toappoint Arthur 
Georg: Murchison Fletcher, cadet, to act as 
Assistant Registrar-General, with effect from 
and including the 10th instant. 

. Only medical inspection is now in force at 
Bangkok against arrivals from Hongkonz, and 
the British Minister at Bangkok has informed 
His Excellency the Officer Administering the 
Government that there is no present intention 
of dispensing with sach inspection. 


. The Cricket Club proposes to hold thrae dances 


—January 22nd, February 26th (race weak), 


‘and Marck 11th, should sufficient inducement 


offer. Members and subscribers are invited to 
subscribe to them onthe following conditions: 
——Members, $25 for the thres dances; subscribers, 
$10 for each dance. Kach member or 
subscriber to havo the privilegeof inviting two 
individual guests, who are not members or sub- 
scribers of the C.C. 

Avery decided success attended the annual 
ball of the institution of engineers and 
shipbuilders of Hongkong, held at the City 
Hall on the night of the 18th inst. 
Greenery, flowers, and bunting were tastefully 
displayed on the staircase and dancing room; 
the supper room was in tune with the rest, 
Those present numbered between 600 and 700 
ladies and’ gentlemen, The band of tha Shar- 
wood Foresters was in attendances. Greatest 
credit is dus to the able manner in which the 
various committees carried ont the arrange- 
ments, The president, Mr. Donald Macdonald, 
and Mr. J. Miller, seoretury, contributed greatly 
towards making the function appreciated. Wessrs 
Murphy and Lambert, R.N.N., as M.C.’s did 
all that could have been desire|. ‘The president, 
secretary, and Wr.H.T Richardson, by the way, 
had quite a task baforehand with decoratious. 

Fioancial returus published in the Govern- 
ment Gazette show the revenue of the Co'y-y 
from January 1st to 31st October to have beva 
$14,301,648. A comparative statement of the 
revenue shows that uoder all the principal 
headings, with bat one exception, the receipts 


were larger than for the same period of last. 


yoar, the total of the incressa being $405,198. 
A decrease of $35,322 is shown in “ miscel- 
Janeous recaipts.’. On the expenditire side 
we may note that the expenditure on the 
Sanitary Department hed amounted at the end 
of October to $353,059 as compared with 
$173,022 for the same period last year, A 
substantial increase ia exp%nditure is to be 
notec also in the wmadical departments, the 
figures being $190,432. as compirsd with 
$124, 443. But next to the Sanitary Department 
the biggest inctease ($133,975) appears under 
the heading “‘ Police, Fire Brigade, and Gaol.” 


The cost of “ misosllancous s:rvices” decreased. 


by $629,910. 


MISCELLANEOUS | 
-——_—_>+_—_——  . 
A telegram dated Seoul, 11th Dacember, 


says:—“ The diplomats here believe that the 
Yalu district will be divided between Japan and 


Russia, Negotiations on this poiut ‘are now 
progressing.” Evidently Coraa can entertain 
‘little doubt of. her own future as a State. 

On the lst day of the December rice mesting 
at’ Bangkok on the 8th inst. the King's Gold 
Cup was won rather easily by Mr. W. A. G. 
Tilleke’s Datsakorn, Mr. Kasooji's Wong Wat 
being second, and the Siamese Crown Prince's 


| Oothai third. The totalisator yieldad 6 ticals. 


H. M. the King was an intarested spectator of 
the race, All seven races in the firat day were 
won by the same stable, Mr, W. A. G. Tilleke 
securing 6, and Mr. R. H. Gibbins one. - 

In view of the present war:scare it is of 
interest to note that the new Japanese Tafantry 
weapon, the Arisaka rift , is very similar to the 
Mauser rifle. Tho redustion of, ths bore—the 
rifle’s calibre is only 6.5 mms.—has admitted 
of a redustion of the weight of the weapon, 
without the bayonet, to 3.9 kilograms, which, 
in view of the short stature of the Japanese, 
iz a decided improvement Inelading the 
bayonet, the blade of which is 55 centimétres 
long, the ‘rifl) weighs 4,085 kilograms, and is 
1,606 mésres long. ‘tho hardened lead bullet 
has a velocity of 720 métres. The bore bas 
six rifliogs, and the weapon is sighted from 
400 to 2,000 métres. 


“ 


An Anti-Russian Society has-been sta 
Shanghai, called the Tui Wo Hui, an 
already begun its ere by the publica 
of a daily newspaper called the Wo Shih Ching 
wen, or “Startling Truths ahout Russian 
Matters.” Te 3 
At the Mixed Court, Shanghai, on the:14 
inst., Tsao Mao-mow, who- was implicated with 
the gang who g uged out the eyes: of another - 
Chinaman on the 28th of April, 1903, was sen- ~ 
tenced to twenty years’ imprisonment and to 
receive five-hundred blows and at an interval - 
of six months to receive five-hundred more.’ 
Viceroy Yuan Shi-Kai was on the 5th inst. 
appointed by ,the ‘Throne, by special wire, . 
Commander in Chief of the Five Army Corps 
of the Empire, or all the forces of the Empire, - 
a higher post than even that of the late Yung — 
Lu. The Peking and Tientsin Times heartily 
congratulates His Excellency on this promotion. 
The Universal Gazette hears that the Go- 
vernor of Kwangsi has telegraphed to Peking, 
denouncing Viceroy Shum. The text of the 
telegram is such as has never been seen before, 
to the utmost surprise of the resder—whatever ~ 
that may mean. The same paper also learns 
that Viceroy Shum recently wired 
Thron> that the Kwangsi rebsilion is virtually. 
suppressed and requested the Empress Dowager 
not to have any anxiety over the situation in 
Kwangsi or Kwangtung. and advised her to 
resist Ruasix by all possible means. ec. 
Owing to the more determi e1 stand-taken " 
by the Chinese Government in regard to the. - 
Manchurian question, says a Peking despatch 
quoted in the N.-C. Daily News, the Russians at 
Moukden have resumei their high-handed- 
manner of dealisg with the Chinese officials 
thers, which a short timeago-had been much 
relaxed. The Tartar General T'séag Cui, it is 
now reported, is agvin ciroumseribod as to his 
liberty of action and has been refusad again the 
uss of the telegraph. In consequ»noe of this 
the Peking Government was not uble for two 
days to hear from Tsénug Chi, althoagh he was 
repeatedly asked to telgraph. gre 4 
On the 14th inst. the 133rd performance of 
the Shanghai.A.D.C, was given at the Lycoum™ “4 
Theatre, the play beisg,. Mr. H. V. Hsmond's 
One Summer's Day. The cast was as follows, - 
the assumed name ‘of the amateurs (whom no 
doubt some of our. r aders will be able to trace) 
being put in brackets: —Major Dick Rudyard 
(Mr. V.de Mair ), Phil Marsden (Mr. Egidins), 
Th olore Bandyshe (Mr. C. H. Philpott), Robart 
HodJesden (Mr. George), Tom (Mr. Lysis), 
Seth (Mr. George Prinoa), The Urchin (Miss 
Dorothy Clive), Irene (Miss Jollyboy), Maysio -- 
(Miss Grace T'hompson), Mrs. Tteodore Ben- 
dyshe (Miss. Violet Woodhouse), Bess (Miss E. ~ 
Weatherby}, Chiara (Miss Clara’Cole). 
With reference to the secret’ orders -promul- 


‘gated by the. Throne, to the various Viceroys - y 


and (Jovernors of proviuces-to report how many: j 
modern-armed and disciplined troops couldbe. ; 
aint up-to Peking in the event of war with: | 
Rnuasia, the N.-C. Daily News says.a recent: 
letter from the capital reports that replies have _ 


baen received by the Grand. Council from the 


high authorities of the following provinces:— . 
Liangkiang : (consisting of three oo a 
Min-Ché (two provinces), Kwangtung, Hunan, | 
Shanting, Shansi, ‘Szachuen, Shonsi, and Ha- ; 
knang (two provixces), and that the total number 
of first-class troops from the above ‘provinces « 
ready to go up to the North aggregates 90,000 
m:n. : . ns ; as 
The Kobe Chronicle writes thatin the latter 
half. of this yeat the trade of Japan has 
continued in favour of exports, the excess of 
imports over exports having decreased to. 
28,210,000 yen from 46,000,000 yen in August, . 
last. ‘Specie lias begun to. flow. out of the - 
country of late, notwithstanding that while the: 
excess of imports over exports. at one -time: 
exceeded 20,000,000 yon it hag now fallen to 
11,520,009 yen, The amount.of specie in reserve 
at tho Bank of Japan, which coatinaed to-stan 

at 116,00 1,00 yen until the beginning. of la 
month, has dow decreased by some 4,900,000. yen 
a condition of things which may be due to 

larga exozss of imports over increase dari 

tirst half of the year, anid to the faot 

money realised by the sale of. 

in London has. bee 


to the . 4 


‘troops in Pesing, | + 
f the latest ka of smuggling Chinese 
Inited Stateslis sending them in cars 
“for shippin Six Chinese 
., Were so sent into 
“Were disoovered.. 
- - Phe French ‘Minister at Peking, M. Dubail, 
is reported to be, vainly. endeavouring to 
 interpose'in the Manchurian question and to 
-persuade the Chines 
gome concession to Ra sia. ‘“ Some" is good. 
*-Princa Su hak earnestly recommended that 
the now {ael coin ba made the equivalent of 80 


horses. 


: - tael vents, and that ten of such coins represent. 


one pound. sterling as a| fixed and permanent rate 
‘-of'exchange so-a8 to avoid any future trouble 
“with g Id countrieg. | The proposal is to be laid 


‘before the proper Boards. and the Wai Wu Pu, . 


_ who-will discuss the matter with the Powers aud 
- be9 if it is feasible, a 
‘During the recent prize-firing by the Channel 
Fleet at Gibraltar. the Majestic, flying the flag 
of Vics-Admiral Lord |Charles Beresford, made 
an astonishing record with her four 12-in. guns. 
Cxitil this competition jtook place the Ocean (now 
: in the Harbour) held the leading position in the 
’ Navy with !7 hits, but. 
hits ‘for 37 rounds. There is no previous record 
*-.of such rapid and acoprate firing in the Navy 
‘ with a'12-in. gup. | 
The reception of Sir, Henry Blake in Colombo 
on the Srd inst. is described as one of tha most 
-brilliant and interesting functions in that-city 
for many years: Addresses were presented by 
the Legislative Council, the Municipal Council, 
the Chamber of Conimerce, aud the native chiefs 
In ecucluding his speéch of thanks Sir Henry 
said :—" I earnestly pray that when the time 
comes when I shall lay down my burden of 
. _ respousibility, ycur verdict will be that I have 
" performed the duties of my office in a manner 
not unworthy of the many able British Governors 


who have ruled this grand old historic island - 


for over a hundred years.” 


The N.-C.. Daily News learns from a specia 
correspondent -in Paris that the loan. of 
_, 40,000,000 francs’ (£2,400,0 0; issned by a 
_ syndicate of banks| for the railway fromi 
(fUhéng ingfa to “Tsaiynanfo wus floated on 
~ Monday last, and subgcri: ed several times over. 


. This satisfactorily proves: that it is not im- | 


.~" possible at present tolobtain the money rm quired 
'**for railway enterprises in China. The bonds 


are of 500 francs esoh (£20), bearing 5 per cent. | 


'*jnterest, and the syndicate is composed of the 
“* Russo-Chinese Bank]: the Banque de Paris et 
des Pays-Bas, the Spciété Générale, and the 
. Comptoir National dt: scompte. 
The Formosan-budget for the coming fiscal 
een drawn 
dnt and approved by the 
. H - and: Finanre Ministers of Japan, 
: @stimates the total yevenue of the colony at 
'- 16,054,115 yen, an increase of 3,403,420 yen 
compared with the estimate for -the present 
: fiscal year. The |ordinary expenditure is 
_ estimated at 1:.880/878 yen, and the extra- 
+ ‘ordinary expenditure at 8,(:86,621 yen, making 
 : @ total of 22,967,499 ly2n, which is an increase 
"s of 8,291,889 yen over the amount estimated for 
the present year, Hxtraordinary expenditure 
: includes 8,500,000 yen for the construction 
and improvement of Kelung ‘harbour, and 
00,000 yen for investigations in connection with 


land tenure, 


ILK. 

& Sons, in their circular 
:—The home markets are 
few small settlements of 
- Yellow Silks.—A fair busi- 
‘done in Mienvhews and 

ged rates. Steam Filatures. 
he market is weak. Hand 


Boston last month, but they 


- Shekloong 


Government to. make 


the Majestic made 23° 


Pee ee z 
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are 


$3. 
7.60 to 17.65 
8.10 
5.95 
8.60 
7.50 
5.00 
5.85 
Candy .........12.90 to 12.95 

10.75 to 10.80 


‘ Do. ” 
‘Foochow Sugar 


BICE: 


Honexonea 25th December.—The upward ten- 
dency continues, large demands having come for- 
ward. - 

.4+483.15 to $3.20 

ie quality ......... 4.85 to 4.90 

secseeeee 5.05 fo 6.10 
3.75 to 3.80 


i Long ....icccetececccenseree 

Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2 
Garden, _e,, Ni 
Fine Cargo 


7 . OPIUM. 
24th December.— 

_ Quotations are:—Allowance net. to | catty. 
Malwa New $960 to $980 per pioul. 
Malwa Old ............. : to $1,020 do, 
Malwa Older 
Malwa V. Old 
Persian fine quality. ...§810 : 
Persian extra fine $820 do. 
per chest. 

do, 


MISCE LLANEOUS IMPORTS. 


Honexona, 20th Nov.—The prices ruling are 
as follows:— ~ i 
Corron Yarn— 

Bombay—Nos. 10 
* English—Nos. 16 

; ve 22 


to 20, ...8 90.00 to $128,00 | 
“to 24, ... 114.00 to 120.00 
to 24, ... 120.00 to 128.00 
» 28 to 82, ... 136.00 to 142.00 
: » 88 to 42, ... 155.00 to 170.00 
Reported sales 15500 bale-. - 
Corron Prece Goops— 
per piece 
Grey Shirtings—6 lbs. ......... 2.30 to 
7 Ibs. 2.0... 2.40 
8.4 lbs. ...... 
9 to 10 Ibs. ... 
White Shirtings—54 to 56 rd. 2. 


to 
to- 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
per piece 

5 to 1.75 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 


to 


’ Book-folds 


Victoria Lawns—12 yards ... 
T-Cloths—6lbs. (32 in.), Ord’y. 2. 
Tbs. (32 ,, ), 
6lbs. (32 ,, ) 
Tbs. (82,,), 5 3. 
’ 8 to 8.4 oz., (36 in.) 3.30. 
Drills, English—40 yds., 133 ) 4.75 
tol4lbs. 5 ~ 
Fancy Corrons— : 3 
Turkey Red Shirtings—1} to 
aioe, 180 to 


2.80 
3.00 
3.00 
3.30 
4.05 


7.30 


4.00 
‘Brocedes — Dyed 
DamwasKs— 


per yard 
Chintzes—Assorted  ............ 0.12 to 0.25 
Velvets—Black, 22 in 
Velveteens—18 in. ..........c0005 0.19 to 0.28 
‘ per dozen 
Handkerchiefs—Initation Silk 0.80-to 3.00 
Woo.uLens— : 
ard 
2.25 


. ; per y 
eae Stripes—Sundry chops 0.77§ to 


an. 
'y 


rm. ea ees 
Habit, Med., and Broad Cloths 1.25 to 8.60 
per piece _ 
5- to 9.30 
to 945 


to 38.0u 
to 22.50 
‘to. 
F per pair 
Blankets—8 to 12 Tbs, ...2..... 0.60 to 0.80 
Fine q lity soe 1.25 to 1.85 


‘Long Ells—Scarlet, 7-10 Ibs. 
Assorted 


12.50 


Orleans— Plain, 31 in. ......... 10.09 


pels 


‘| been impossible. . 


Metats—. . 
_« ° per picul 
Iron—Nail Rod saseeseee 4.25 
Square, FlatRoundBar(Eng.)4.25 
Swedish Bar ........c.ccc000.. 4.89 
Small Round Red ‘ 4.60 
Hoop § to 11/2 in. ...scsseee 6.50" 
Wire, 16/25 02. ..ercercecrseoeees 9.60 
Wire Rope, Old ......sc0ce0 8.00 
METALS— | of “ss 


‘g. 


ERELEd 


. sssssss 


id 
=] 
it 
é. 


Lead, L.B.& Co. and Hole Chop 9.00 . 
. Australian ........... seseceeees 9.00 
YellowM’tal—Muntz 14/20 02.41.00 
" "  -" . | Vivian’s 14/20 0.41.00 
: --Elliot’s 14/20 02.41.00 
- Composition Nails 0 
apan.Copper, Slabs.. .......... 
Win io isl esha anctat 82.00 


Tin-Plates : 


PEt 


SeSSEssSs 


eonecceeenar Bececcnceese 


 BRCREE bode seul: 
SuNDRIES— 


— per picul 
‘Quicksilver oii... scecesceanes to 


«164.00, 
; | ~ per box 
Window Glass v...cceeciee £50. 10 — | 


The. Kobe Market Report of the 16th: inst. 
contains the following:—Cotton:-—-The market 
has ruled :very quiet during the fortnight both 
for Indian-and American staples, and but -little 
business is reported. Quotations are slightly 
easier after a strong advance, A fair businéss, 
however, has been done in Chinese, both “spot” 
and forward, at prices ranging. from Yep” 27.50 
to Yen 80 per picul according to grade. Grey 
Shirtings.— There is a little better feeling in the 
market. Cotton: Goods and. Fancies.—Market 
quiet and steady. Several fresh inquiries are 
reported, but dear-home prices prevent any large | 
business being booked. Worsteds and Woolleénsa. 
Market quiet. Window Glass.—Continues dill. © 
Metals. — Market quiet and prices a little, 
weaker. Chemicals.—Match Chemicals un- - 
changed. Sugar.— Hongkong Refined.—Owing © 
to the decline in the local market, business has 
German Beet.—Market dull 
and a further drop in prices for “ Hungarian.” 
The question of an increase of the Inland Tax on - 
sugar has, through the dissolution’ of the Dist, 
been set at rest for the present. Osaka Refined.— ~*~ 
At the ‘Auction on the 18th inst., 12,200 bags 
were disposed of, the prices realized showing an 
average decline of 43 sen per bag from last‘sales, __ 

ice. —Not much doing. MKerosene.—A good ‘- 
demand continues. : 8 ae ~ 


Honexona, 6th November. 

The latest imports for this port are :— 

1,100 tons of flour, and 500 tons of general per 
8.8. Indraputa from Portland Oregon; 20 tons of 
tobacco per 8.8. Yuénsang from Manila; 8,000 
‘tons of coal per s.s. Hopsang from Hongkong ; 140! 
pigs, 58 bullocks, and 300 tons of ‘general per . 
3.8. Hoitao from Haiphong and Hoitao; 150tons of . 
hemp per 8.8. Shawmut from Manila ; 1,900 tons of 
rice per 8.8. Chow Fa from Bangkok; 800 tons of 
general per s.s. Progress from Quinhon, and Hoi 
How; 25 tons of general per s.¢, Macau from 
Kwong Chow Wan, and Macau; 800 ‘tons of 
Kerosene oil per 8.8. Shantung from Foochow. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 
Hanrow, 16th December.—The prices quoted 
are for the net shipping weight excluding costof - . 
packing for export :— ; : : : 
Per picul. 


Cowhides, best selected (Winter cargo) Tis. 
Do. seconds ....... sesxiese sesetvccsece gy '2S: 

Buffalo hides, best selected Aeccearaconneee gp 

Goatskins,untanned (chiefly white colour),, 

Buffalo Horns (average 3ibs. each) 

White China Grass (Wuchang and/or 
Poochi) oacsee 

White China Grass (Sinshan and/or 
Chayn) Beates 

Green China Grass (Szechuen) .......e009 

Jute 


Bee OW cecceic.ccassstcsnscesaet 
Vegetable Tallow Seed Oil 
Wood Oi 


1p Case rev encccoce ene ces eesccoanoseneeseen 5; 


Tea Oil COCO DS LOC SES CEOS ES RESTOR EER ER ESS FOCET CED a” . 


- "gellera at THs. 


uP. &O. Stannil Ballaarat, eailed on 19th | 


December. For Lond m':-—150 bales waste silk, 45 
“bales raw silk, 6-‘casds silk piece goods, 5 cases 
cigars, 8 cases feathers, 9 cases tea and lychus. 
For London and/or Manchester :—76 bales waste 
silk, For Milan:—l0bales rawsilk. For Lyons:— 
206. bules raw silk: .For Marseilles i865 bales 

. Taw silk, 100 bales ‘waste silk, 6 cascs silks. For 
a Manchester: :—350 bales waste silk. 


1 


‘ Per P. & 0. ‘Stiainer Manila, sailed on 24th 
“ December, For lLondon:—60 half-chests tea 
(Amoy); 8,410 boxes tea, 22 packages tea, 30 bales 
canes; 1 cases' bird feathers, 100 bales waste silk, 
. 10 tases blackwoodware, 8 cases sundries. For 


‘Glasgow :—52 bales canes. For London and/or 


Manchester:—650 bales waste silk. For Marseil- 
les :—-350 bales waste silk. 


SHARE REPORTS. 


-Honexona, 24th December, 1903. —Owing. 


to the Christmas holidays our report is issued 
a day earlier than usual. During the interval, 
demand has ruled somewhat erratic, but a fair 


enquiry has existed throughout for some of our | 
principal stocks, more particularly Hongkong’ 


and: Whampoa Doe 8, which close firm at an 
~ advance, 


Banxs. — Hongkong aud Shanghais have 


weakened, owiag doybtiess to the fear of poli- 
tical complications) | n the north, and a few 
shares are now ob able at $665. London has 

receded to £63. Nationals are firmer and can 
* now be placed at $31) 


-MarRine INSURANCES.—Unions continue 
on offer at $490. China Traders have weakened, 
and can now be procured at $56. North Chinas, 
_ Yangtszes, and Cantons are unchanged and 
’ without business. 


«FIRE INSUEANCES.—Hougkongs have sold 
and are still obtainable at 3310. Chinas have 
improved, and after sales at $90 are enquired for 


at $91. 5 


Surppine.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
have sold at $32, and are now in the market at 
$314. Indo-Chinas are quiet locally at $76. 
_ The latest wire from the North quotes sellers 

~ at Tle. 54. China and Manilas aud Douglasos 

are uochanged with sellers at $18 and $3) 

respectively. Star Ferries (old) have been 

booked at $30; the uewscrip is unchanged at 

$19. Shell ‘V'ransports have been takon off the 

market at 22/6 and 23/-, closing with sellers 
. at the latter rate. 


REFINERIES. —China Sugars have been book- 
ed.at $104 and $1.05, and are still to be had at the 


= higher rate, ~Luzons are unchanged at $10 


sellers. 


- Mryina.—No business has transpired under 
this head, and quotations are more or lass 
nominal. 


Docks, WHARVES AND Gopowns.—Hong- 
- kong and Whampoa Docks have sold at $204, 
*$206, $2074 and $280, and ara in further 
request at the latter rate. Hongkong and 
Kowloon Wharves have improved to $97 with 
probable buyers. Faruhams have weakened, 
’ the latest quotation from the ‘north being 
116 ex the interim dividend of 
*. Pls, 5 per-share o nyaccount of year ending 30th 
- April: 1904, paid ‘ the 22nd instaut, — 


. Lands, Horens anp BuILpINes. —Hong- 
kong Lands have Bold at $157, $158, and again 
at $157, and a few -more shares are offering at 
the latter rate. owloon Lands are still in 
request at $35. est-Points have sold at $52. 
‘Humphreys Estatee are firmer with sales and 
. buyers at’ $11. Hongkong Hotels are unchanged 
with sales and funther sellers at $148. 


“Corrox Mrtis.—Ewos are -procurable at Ts. 
Shey the dividend of Tls. 4 per share for year. 


Hongkongs are still enquired 


: ‘ending 31st nem 1903, paid in Shanghai on 


the 22nd instant. 
5h. 


br bend .—Green Island Cements 


been di ¢afand Wath a , the latt 
ong in furthet eee @ latter 


CHINA OyHRLAND TRADE REPORT. " 


Closinss quotations are as follows:— 


ComPa nr. 


Banks-— 
Hongkong & S’hai 


” Natl. Bank of China 


Quotations. 


( $665, sellers 
U L’don, £63. Os. 


Parp ue. 
$125 


($31, buyers 
oh buyers 


) $490, sellers 
$56, sellers 


Hongkong Fire 
China Fire 
Steamship Coys.— 
H., Canton and M... 
Indo-China §.N. .. 
China and Manila... 
Douglas: Steamship 


$90}, buyers 
$31}, sellers 
$76 


$18, sellers 
$30, sellers 
$30, sales 
$19 


23/- sellers 


3105, sellers _ 
$10, sellers 


$1.50, sellers 

80 cents 

3650, sellers 

50 cents, sellers 
$8, sellers 


Pistérence,. 
Charhonnagse 


Decks, Ete.— 
-H. & W. Dock 
. H.& K. Wharf &G. 
New. Amoy Dock ... 
&.C. F. Boyd &Co.... 
Land and Building— 
Hongkong Land Inv. 
Kowloon Land & B. 
WestPoint Building 
Hongkong Hotel 
Humphreys Estate... 
Cotton Millse— 
Ewo 
Tuternational 
Laon Kung Mow ... 


‘208, buyers 
397; sellers 


Tls. 116, ex div., 


$157, sellers 

335, buyers 

$524 

$148, sales& sellers 
$11, buyers 


Tis. 33, ex div. 
3 |Tls. 25, buyers 
Tls 40, buyers 
Tls. 170, sales 


Manila Tnvest. ‘Co., td: 
Green Island Cement. 
China-Borneo Co., Ld. 
Watson & Co., A.S 


Hongkong Electric } 


Hongkong & C. Gas... 
Hongkong Rope.... 
Fenwick & Co., Geo. 
Hongkong Ice. ......... 
H. H. L. ‘Tramways... 
Hk. Steam ‘Water- i 
Boat Co., Ld. ...... 
Campbell, Moore & Co. 
Bell’s Asbestos E. A... 
Unitea Asbestos 


$12}, buyers 
5 \37 


3140, buyers 


$245, sellers 
$300, ex div., 


’ $153, buyers 
$12}, buyers 


$210, buyers 
nominal 
$9}, sales 
374, buyers 
35 

39, buyers 


Tebrau Planting Co.... 

China Prov. L. & M. 

Watkins Ld 

ChinaLight &Power \ 
Co., Ld. 

Powell, Ld... a 

Shanghai and ‘Hong- : 
kong Dyeing wail $50 
Cleaning Co., Ld. )! 

Canton, Hongkong Ice 

Cigar Companies— 
Alhambra Limited. 
Phippine Tobacco )} 

Trust Co., Ld. 3 


$10, nominal 
$230 
$15, sellers 


$500 
$50 


VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 


Suanaual, 18th. December. 

Messrs. J. P. Bisset & Co.. in their share report 
for the weék ending eh career state :—We 
have again to report a good business in our princi- 
pal stocks: Parnlians, Fangkate, and Indo-Chinas, 
but the dealing has been principally caused by the 
short sellers for December covering theirsales. In 
‘Shanghai and Hongkew Wharves we “have to re- 
port a very considerable rise in rates, the market 
closing at the end of last week with sales for 
March at Ts. 183/195. To-day business has been 
done for March at Ts. 227} and 225. Business 
in this stock bas been almost entirely confined to 
forward sales, only a limited business being done 
for cash. The T. T. rate on London to-day is 
2/48/34. Banks.—-Hongkong and Shanghai Banks 


the south the quotation is. $675 payers 
Insurance 


.—The only business reported is in Ni 

Chinas at Tls. 220, and Yangtezes * at $135, 
nsurance.— Market purely nominal for both Hong- 
kong and China Fires at a There - are 
sellers of China Fires 1 A pping.—Indo-. 
Chinas. Shares have been ares ecember. at 
Tis. 55 and 66. On'the 16/17th market weakened 
slightly, resulting in sales at Tle. 65 and 64}. To- 
day business has been done at 64 April. Shanghai - 
Tugs. Preference shares have again been placed 
at ‘Ils. 47}. Docks and Wharves.—A Goalies : 
able business has been done in Farnhams. - The . 
market opened on the 11th with sales at Tis. 118 
and 117} cash. Ae) {118 December. 119/118 - 
March. 121 April‘and May. 12th at 1224 cash. 125-— 
Deo. 126, 127 March: 14th, 128) cash, 129, 128, 127} « 
Dec. 129} March. 180 April. 15th, 124 cash. 127, - 
126 Deo. 180, 128, 129, 127 March. 128 April. 16th. 
125 Deo. 127%, 1297 March. 128 April. 17th, 126, 
127} Dec. 127, 1274 March. 128 April. B.-& 
H. Wharves. On the- 11th the market opened 
with cash sales at Tle. 195, with sales for March . 
at 195, 190, 1924 and 195. On the 12th March - 
shares again fetched 195. 14th, March shares were 
placed at Tis. 200, and on the ‘loth at Tis. 207%. 
16th a sale for cash was made-at 215 with sales © 
for March at Tis. 215 and 2174. On the 17th © 
December and - March shares were placed at Tis. ° 
220, and for April at 2224. To-day 2274 and — 
225 March are reported. Yangtsze Wharves and ~ 
Godowns, Buyers offer 1974 for shares, 
at 200. Sugars.—No business to report. Mining. 
—Ditto. Lands.— A sale of Shanghai Lands took 
place at Tis. 104 cash. Industrial.—In Cotton 
stocks a sale of Soy Chees has-been made at 
Tls. 170, anil in Low Kung Mows at Tis. 40, and . 
shares are offering at this rate. Ewos are obtain- 
able at Tis. 374. Shanghai Paper and Pulps have - 
been placed at Tis. 105}, and Shanghai Gas at: 


| Tis. 107. Ices at Tis. 14. Maatschappij, &o. in - 


Langkats. The market opened on the Ilth with 
sales at 310/3074 cash and 3274 March. 12th 

shares were placed at 830. 14th, cash sharea 
placed at 817}. March at330. 15th at 816, 307}, 
410, 3124 and 316 December. Sales at 825 have 
been done, 3224 325, 830 March. J6th, 310 cash, 
315, 3124, 310 December. 3224, 380, 325° March. 
17th 810'and 3124 December. 329, 8274 and 8380 . 
March. e market closes steady with buyers at: 
3124 and for March at 330. Stores and Hotels.— 
Hall and Holtz havé been placed at $33, 10 and 33, 
Centrals at $27. Moutries $55. Miscellantous.— - 
The only business reported is in Telephones at . 
Tls. 67. Loans and Debentures.—Astor House 
8 per cent. Debentures have been placed at par. 


EXCHANGE. 


Feipay, 24th December. 
On LonDON.— ; 
_ Telegraphic Transfer . 
Bank Biiis, on demand 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight 
Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ; 
Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight 1/935 eee 
On Paris.—Bank Bills, on demand .. sae “* 
On GERMANY. —Credita 4 months’ sight219 ; 
-On demand 175 
On New Yorx.—Bank Bills, on demanddl§ 
Credits, 60 days’ sight 
On Bompay'—Telegraphic Transfer 127 
Bank, on demand 127} 
On CaLcutrta.—Telegraphic Transferl27 
- Bank, on demand 1274 
Jn SHANGHAI.—Bank, at sight 
Private, 30 days’ sight 
On YoKoHAMA.—ON demand 
On Manrita.—Qn demand 
On Sincapore.—On demand .. 
On Batavia.—QOn demand - 
On HarpHone.—Or demand ......... 
Ow Sartcon.—On demand .... 
Ox BancGKoK.—On demand ......... 
Soverrrens, Bank’s Buying Rate ...$11.70 
Gotp Lear, 100 fine, per taal 61 10 - 
BAR SILVER, POF OF. ......ececeesee vere ‘252 


Northern Continental ports :— 

40 cubic feet ; general cargo 63/8 

cubic feet; ; seeds 47/6 per ton 20cwt. 

and Havre :—General 48/-net per of 4 
feet ; seeds 47/6 net. per ton of 20 ewt. "Tt 
(Overland) :—Tea-1} G$ cents per 

New York, via Suez: [-perton of. 


Sellers: 


> .93;.Clam, British str. 


ft 
sh: str., from Sydney. 
nese str., from. Tamsui. 
tish|str., from Straits. 
hstri, from Australia, 
sriti tr. from Chefoo: 
ritish str.,/from Tongku. 
en, N gia str., from Chefoo. 

dl: Blan, French str., from Singapore. 
‘Simongan, Dutch'‘str.. from Samarang. 
8 B if, ‘British|str., from Manila. 

‘tes, British str.j from Coast Ports. 
igeang, British ‘gtr., from Chinkiang. 
umph, German str., from Haiphong. . 
aterwitch, British s.-v., from Mirs Bay. 


a, German pir.. from Shanghai. - 


7. 
sritiah str.,, from Moji, 

a, Austrian str., from Kobe. 
sang, British-str., from Wahu. 
gs: British str., from Swatow. 
g; British str., from Chinkiang. 
Hue, French str., from Haiphong. { 
0,:Kaga- Maru, Japanese str., from Shanghai. 
"+ 00. Kwatiglee, -Chighge str., from Shanghai. 
~Kweilin, Briti 

oksang, Brita 
aidzouru Maru, Jap. str., from Anping. 
i) in str, from Haiphong. 


., from Chinkiang. 

., fromSingapore. 

r., from Tientsin. 

r. atr., from Chinkiang. 
str., from Manila. ° 

. sty., from Shanghai. 
str.. from Bangkok. 


-21,‘Rubi, British str., from Manila. 

92. Anping, Chinese atr., from Shanghai. 

299. empress of China, Brit.str., from V'couver. 
2,’ Haimun, British str., from Tamsui. 


59°#Tongkong. French str., from Haiphong. 


- 29, Hunan, British str., from Wahu. ; 

.. 22-Nanchang, British str., from Iloilo. 

:: 22; Shantung, Germ str. from Singapore. 
" 92."Sperber, German f 

93, Chiyuen, Cain -se-str., from Canton. 
from Ball Pipac. 

98," Haitoong. British|str.; from Swatow. 
' “93Manila, British stp., from Yokohama. 


aria Rickmers, Ger. str., from Bangkok. - 


jo ichael Jebsen. Ger. str., from Haiphong. 
~ 93; Namnsang, Britishjstr., from Calcutta. 
23,-8ullberz, German} str, from Crefoo. ~ 
93. ‘Vailee, Gernian.str., from Dehli. 
amsui, British str-, from Canton. : 


=) 


no’, French str.from Haiphong. 
Istein, German str., from Haiphong. 
“Hong: Bee,:Britigh str., from Singapore. 
Indrasaniha, British str., from Mauila. 
ageshima “Marul.Jap. str.;from Bombay. 
wther Castle, Brrt. str., from Foochow. 
, British str., from- Manila. 
ha: Yen, Frenoli str., from Saigon. 
occo, British str., from Batoum. 
we Datchjatr., from Amoy. 


‘from Coast Ports. - 


‘anboat, fram Saigon. — 


panese 
19, Ballaarat, British str, for Enrope.”. 
19, Carl Diederichsen, Ger. étr., for Haiphong. 
19, Chowfa, German $tr., for, Bangkok: 

19, Corom@del, British str. Sha» ghai. 
19, Glenroy, British str., for Ligndon. 

19, Hailoong, British str., for Swatow. 

19, Johanne, Norwegian str., for Pakhoi. 

19, Laertes, British str., for Saigon. 

19, Prometheus, Norwegian str., for Kobe. 
19, Sishan, British str.. for Swatow. 

19, Suisang, British str., for Calon‘ ta. 

19, Tremont, American str., for Tacoma. 

19, Tyr, Norwegian str., fer Hongay. 

19, Wakamateu Mara, Japanese str., for Moji. 
19, Zafiro, British str., for Manila. 

20, Kashing, British str., for Shanghai. 

90, Cwongsang, British str.. for Swatow. 

2", Petrarch, Ger. atr., for Kwangehauwan. 
20, Prosper, Norwegian str., for Tsintau. 

20, Vindobona, Austrian atr., for Kobe. 


21, Ssechuen, British str., for Canton. 


22, Amara, British str., for Moji. 

92, Anping, Chinese str., for Canton. |: 
99, Ayr, British sfr., for Moji. 

22, Catherine Apcar, Brit. str., for Calcutta, 
v2, Daigi Maru, Japanese str., for Tamsui. 
22, tliz. Rickmers, German str , for Bangkok. 
22, Fausang, British str., for Canton. 

22, Glenfalloch, British str., for Amoy. 

22, Guthrie, British str., for Kobe. 

22, Hipsang, British str., for Canton. 

29, Ichang. British str., for Shanghai. 

99, Kweilin, British str., for Canton. 

29, Lokyang, British str., for Canton. 

99. Petrarch, Ger. str., for Kwangohauwan. 
22, Prometheus. British str.. for London. 


. 22, Rohilla Maru, Japanese str., for Manila. 


92, Shakano Maru, Japanese str.. for Koha. 
92, Taishan, British str., for Swatow. 
9%, Taishun, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 


_ 22, Thales, British str., for Coast Ports. 


22, Wosang, British str., for Canton. 

93, Aragonia, German str., for Hamburg. 
93, Anstraliap, British str., for Shanghai. 
93, China, Austrian str., for Trieste. 

93. Haimun. British str , for Swatow. 


‘93, Heim, Norwegian str., for Singapore. 


23, Hue, French str., for Haiphong. 
93, Konig Al-ert, German str., ‘or Europe. 


' 93, Kweiyang. Britisl str., for Cebu. 


93. Maidzaru Maru, Jap. str., for Anping. 
23, Sungkiang. British str., for Manila. 

93, Trinmpb, German str., for Hoihow. 

93, Trocas, British str. for Shanghai. 

24, Clavering, British str.. for San Francisco. 
94, Hailoong, British str:, for Swatow. 


. 24, Loongsang, British str., for Manila. 


24, M, Strave, German str.. for Haiphong. 
94, Nanchang, British str., for Shanghai. 
94, Radn rehire, British str., for Shanghai. 
24,,Tamsui, British str., for Shanghai. 

24, ‘\jentsin, British str., for Shanghai. 

25, Chiyneu, Chinese str.. for Shanghai. 


25, Clam, British str.. for Shanghai. 


:- 95 Clavering. British str., for San Francisco. 
-95, Hangsang. British stv., for Shanghai. 


25, Kagoshima Mara, Jap. str., for Moji. 

25, Lowther Castle, British str., for N. York. 
25, Lyeemoon, German str., for Shanghai. 
25, Maria Riokmers, Ger, str., for Hoihow. 
95. Michael Jebse:, Ger. str., for Hoihow. 
25, Mongkut, German str., for Bangkok. 

95, Nanchang, British str., for Swatow, 

25, Pbu Yen. French str., for Hongay. 

25, Fitsanulok, German str., for Bangkok. 
95, Shantung, German str.,.éor Shanghai. 
96, Bayern, German str., for Shanghai. 5 


96, Bingo Maru, Japanese str., for London. be 
_ 26, Hailan, French str., for Pakhoi. 
. 26, Simongan, Datch str., for Amoy. 


‘PASSENGER LIST;.; 
P _° &BBIVED. rele 
Per Ballaarat. from Shanghai, fo 


Craig, ‘ 2 
Penfold, Staff-Sergts.. 
Sergt. C. Norwood, and:C: 
Marseilles, -Mr. and™. 
and Mr, Sai Vita: for Yo 
Messrs. D. White and 
seilles, Mr. G. H. Chipp: 
Per Empress of Cht 
Mr. C. D. Wi 
Comdr. and Mrs, A: 
Kirkwood; ‘from Yo! 


F. Salinger, V. A.* 
Rutledge, E. H.J.H 
Hoppler, and Perruesse, 
Per. Ballaarat, fro 
pore, Messrs. Goodbod 
King, end Lieut. B. 
W. wteakin; for P 
Zimmerman, Dr. J. 
Goulden snd Gabriel: 
Mrs. Deblangy, Mr; 
Mr‘and Mrs. J. BS 


‘Gray and child, Mr. auc 


Misses newis, A. Burn 
Dr. Heberle, Messrs.. 
Evans, C.. W. Bailey, 
burn, J. O. Hutchinson 
and D. Wilson; fox Man 
Crawford, Miss M. Crowf 
Sanborn; for London, Mx: 
child and infant, Mrs J. Be® 
Chas. W. Craven, R. B. Rants 
town, J. H. K. Clegg, KF, 
Nooks, Messrs. A. L. Bi 
L. B. Goldsmith, James 
for Singapore, Me-ats. J. 
G. S. Casson ; for London;: 
from Kobe, for Singapore; 
homed sor London, M 
Yokohama, for Marseilles 
London, Surgeon Moryle 


Maharajah von Kapor 
von Kaparthala, Dr. Hot 
Innes Lillingston, Dr. 
Metzenthin, General 
Major Fernando Rodr 


.| Mr. P, Bouman and Miss a 
H. and K. Brive, Fuller, Mary; 


K. Matsner, Miles, Ratte, 
uire, and Dorothy W: 


| Louden, | 


Mr.W. G. Smith; for Singapore, Messrs. J. W.. 
| Campbell and G. 8, Casson; for Hongkong, Mrs. | Sc 
‘| Haneon,.Mrs. St..Clair, Messrs, A. EB. Blanco, |- 
@..Girault, A. Myers, A. 8: W. Ringhardts. 
al, .W. 5. Brady,:.C. St. Clair, J. Benna and 
add:;:<from hs clamor ier London 


‘from Haiphong.. 
from Wuhu. - 


